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Obfervations on the Trade carried on by the Englifh, French, Dutch, and 
Portuguefe, in the Eaft-Indies. 
With a new and accurate Map of the Coaft of Malabar, Cormandel, Bengal, Gc. finely 


coloured. 


ExPLANATION of the MAP, 


‘The conftrugtion of this map is the fame with that given in our Magazine for May, 
1756, viz. Mercator’s projection ; and therefore it is unneceflary to repeat the manner of 
finding the diftances, &c. of places. With regard to the colouring, care has been taken 
to ftain the different kingdoms, &c. of different colours; and, to fhew the different 
fetlements of the Europeans, we have ftainec them with deeper or fironger colours than 
thofe which fhew the different kingdoms: The fettlements of the Englith, or the places 
where they have factories, are ftained wiih a deep red ; thofe of the Dutch with a deep 


blue ; the French with a deep green ; and the Portuguefe with a brown. 


VAVING, in feveral numbers of our 
Magazine, given an account of mott 
of the places where the Englith carry on 
their trade in the Eait-Indies *, we have, 
with this number, given an accurate.map of 
the coaft of Malabar, Cormandel, &c. to 
exhibit the fituation of our fettiements with 
regard to thofe of the French, whofe prin- 
cipal force is at Pondicherri, that our read- 
ers might the better judge of the fituation of 
thefe piaces, and the danger our fettlements, 
particularly Fort St. George, are expofed to 
from our perfidious enemy. 

From the accounts referred to, it will ap- 
pear, that our trade in the Eait. Indies is m 
a very flourithing condition; but, as ihis 
trade, however beneficial in reality, has had 
the misfortune to be reprefented as of no 
confequence, or rather of diflervice to the 
pation, we prefume a few remarks, in o:der 
to fet this trade in a clear light, will not be 
difpleafing to the reader. 

And, firft, we fhall endeavour to prove, 
that it is for the advantage cf the nation, 
that the Eaft-India trade fhould be carried 
on. If we confider this generally, there is 
nothing eafier, nothing more certainly to be 
proved than this; for, Did not the He- 
brews, Tyrians, Egyptians, Greeks, and 
Romans, in former times, render them ‘elves 
rich and powerful by a commerce of this 
kind? And have not the Venetians, Geno- 
efe, Portuguefe, and Dutch, among the 
moderns, raifed themfelves to immenie 
wealth, and to a fu:prifing degree of power, 
by this trade? What need is there then of 
arguments to convinee the Englifh, that 
what has inriched ail others muit be bene- 


ficial to them, and that if, ina matter of this 


nature, we are to be guided by experience, 
it is hardly poffible we fhould be miltaken. 


But to defcend to particulars: The Indian 
trade (we mean with reference to this king- 
dom) has all the marks and charaéters of 
advantage, that any trade can have. 

Jn the ficlt place, its navigation is very 
confiderable: It maintains a vaft number of 
feamen, more indeed than can be eafily 
computed ; but, to place this point in a pro- 
per light, we muft previoutly call to mind 
the number of feamen continually employ- 
ed in the Indies, in trading from port to 
port; and, in the next place, reflect on the 
number of fhipping employed in exporting 
Ealt-India goods to all the different parts of 
Europe, and then we have a competent idea 
of the value of the Eaft-India trade in this 
particular ; provided we remember, at the 
fame time, the great improvement fuch long 
voyages naturally make in thoie that are 
employed in them, and the great confequence 
of this toa country whofe power and wealth 
depend upon a maritime force. 

In the next place, there is nothing more 
certain, than that we derive a great part of 
our wealth from this commerce, which brings 
in large quantities of gold, and other in- 
trinic riches, immediately from the Indies, 
in their ordinary courfe. It is no lefs evi- 
dent, that private men make vaft fortunes 
in the Indies, which fooner or Jater they 
bring home ; and all thefe eftates are, con- 
fequently, great acceflions to the wealth of 
this kingdom. We muft add to this the 
balance that accrues to the nation from the 
exporting of Indian commodities and ma- 
nufaétures, which is ifelf fo vaft a thing, 
that it would require volumes to explain it 
thoroughly. But this is not the prefent bu- 
finefs. All, we propofe, is to give a gene- 
ral notion of the advantages derived to us 
from this commerce ; and, in order to this, 


* Vol. XVI. page g7. An account of Fort St. George, iliuftrated with a perfpective view ; 
and, in the fame volume, page 249, An account of Bombay, with a perfpeétive view of that 
fettlement. Vol. XVIII, page 123, An account of the kingdom of Bengal, illuftrated with 
a perfpective view of Fort William, in Calicotia. 
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it is fufficient that we put the reader in mind, 
that there is {carce a branch of trade, which 
we at prefent enjoy, but is fome way or other 
affeéted by our importations from India, 
and which, confequently, mutt fo far de- 
pend upon them, ince, if we had not thele 
goods, we could not carry them on. 

Another great advantage, this commerce 
beftows, is the exportation of our manutac- 
tures ; to which the Eafl-India Company 
are bound by their charters; with which 
they not only comply, but have greatly ex- 
ceeded what was expeéted from them; and, 
of Jate years efpecially, have conftantly in- 
creafed their exportations, fo that a great 
part of thefe valuable effe&ts, which they 
bring home, are, ftriétly and properly {peak- 
ing, the produce of the labour and induftry 
of our own people. But, befides this, they 
bring home feveral raw and unmanufaétu- 
red goods, fuch as filk and cotton, which 
are wrought up here, and vaft quantities of 
them exported to our plantations ; by which 
we obtain a great part of that prodigious 
balance in our favour, which arifes from 
that trade. 

There is yet another point which we muft 
infift on, which is the furnifhing us for our 
wear with large quantities of cheap and 
beautiful fluffs, that might enable us, if 
our poor were properly regulated, and due 
care taken to excite an univerfal {pirit of in- 
duftry, to make and fend abroad vaft quan- 
tities of woollen goods; for, though ic be 
true, that our own confumption of thcfe 
goods is of great confequence to fuch as are 
employed jin the making of them, yet, with 
refpect to the nation, it is of no confequence 
at all; for what we gain one by another is 
no acceflion of wealth to the public, for 
that muft arife from what we draw from 
other nations, either by paying for the goods 
and manufactures which we receive from 
them by what we export to them, or bring- 
ing over the balance in money ; or, which 
is ftill better, in fuch as we can again ex- 
port, and fo add the freight and profit upon 
thofe goods to the balance by which they 
accrue. If thefe are not clear and convin- 
cing proofs of the benefit refulting to us 
from this trade, it is fimply impoffible that 
we fhould have any fuch ; and, if our opi- 
nions are not to be guided by thefe, it is 
not ealy to fay upon what they muft be 
grounded. 

If therefore this trade be of the utmoft 
confequence to Great- Britain, it will fol- 
low, that it ought to be encouraged and 
fupported. And, perhaps, the only method 
of doing this effectually is by {upporting the 

- Company, that are at prefent impowered to 
direct it; for it muft be confidered, that 
3 


the trade to the Eaft-Indies is of fuch a na- 
ture, that it is of the utmoit confequence to 
the nation to have, from time to time, dil- 
ting accounts of its flate and condition ; 
which could not be fo well, or at leat not 
fo eafily received, if it was not managed by 
a Company; nor could the neceflary in- 
ftruétions and reculations be anv other way 
conveyed with fuch facility, What ftems 
to ftrengthen and inforce this opinion is the 
conduét of all other nations, who, when- 
ever they have ve:itured to inierfere in this 
trade, have conftantly put it under the ma- 
nagement of a Company; and, to fay the 
truth, whoever fhail confider how things 
are to be diftributed in the Indies, and what 
a connection there is between the commerce 
of the feveral countries included within the 
extent of the Eatt-India Company’s char- 
ter, will eafily difcern, that, it the whole 
were not under the direétion and manage- 
ment of a body of men converfant therein, 
and not only capable of giving dire&tions, 
but properly impowered to fee théle direc- 
tions carried into execution, it would be 
impoffible that this commerce fhould thrive, 
or even that it fhould fubfift. 

One may in like manner conceive, that, 
if the pofleffion of the colonies and forts in 
the Indies were in the Crown, and the ma- 
nagement of the trade only in the hands of 
the Company, it could not but be attended 
with numberlefS inconveniences, as indeed 
experience fhewed in the reign of King 
Charles the Second, when Bombay came 
to the Crown by his marriage with the In- 
fanta of Portugal ; and therefore both that 
itland and the ifland of St. Helena have been 
granted to the Eaft-India Company, for the 
fake of public utility. We may likewife 
difcover, from the diforders of the Eaft- 
India Company's affairs in that reign, and 
in the reign of James the Second, that it is 
very detrimental to this commerce, and to 
the benefits refulting from thence to the na- 
tion, that the Company fhould be immedi- 
ately under the power of the Crown, fo as 
to ftand indebted for ail encouragement, 
and to have no other refource, in cafe of 
grievances, than what they can draw from 
Royal power ; ‘for this, on the one hand, 
renders trade precarious, and, on the other, 
interefts a great body of people in the fup- 
port of the prerogative ; which might be of 
dangerous confequence. 

The mifchiefs flowing from two Eaft- 
India Companies fubfifting at one time we 
have known from experience ; and fo great 
they were, that toth Companies became 
very foon fénfil.e, that nothing but sn union 
of their interefts could poffibly afford a pro- 
per remedy. Yet, I think, one may fafely 
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conclude, that the laying this trade onen 
(which is what has been often contended 
for) would bea {cheme big with ftill greater 
inconveniencies, becaule it would be, in 
reality, no other than a multiplication of 
Companies, al} aéling upon feparate inte- 
reits, which confequently would be perpe- 
tuaily clafhing and interfering with each 
other. But, as things ftand at prefent, and 
as all other countries carry on this trade in 
this manner, there remains no other for us, 
and we muft either fupport the Eaft- India 
Company, or refolve to give up our com- 
merce to the Indies, there being no middle 
courfe for us to fteer. I am, however, 
fenfble, that all powers, with which the 
Company are intrufled, may be liable to 
many, and fome of them juft objeétions ; 
but, if the powers of the Beard of trade 
were inlarged, and its jurifdiction proper- 
ly inforced, all thofe inconveniencics, on 
which thefe objections are founded, might 
be ealily removed. 

Having thus endeavoured to thew the 
great utility of the Eatt-India trade to 
Great-Britain, we fhali proceed to give 
fome account of the teade carried on, and 
the fettlements, within the limits of the map 
annexed, poffeiied by the French. 

The French have only one fettlement, viz. 
at Pondicherri, which 1s the chief feat and 
capital refidence of the French Eaft-{ndia 
Company. Pondicherri is fituated near 
Gingi, in the kingdom of Carnate, on the 
coaft of Coimandel, It ftands at the di- 
ftance of an hundred yards from the fea- 
fhore, and has a road before it; fo that 
they are obliged to carry all their goods in 
boats for a full league. The magazines of 
the Compary, and of private perfons, are 
boih numerous and magnificent, as far as 
any thing of this nature can be fo; they 
have a large and very beautiful market place, 
fix fine gates, eleven baftions for the de- 
fence of their walls ; a regular citadel well 
fortified, upwards of four hundred pieces of 
cannon upon their works; befides a good 
train of field-pieces, bombs, mortars, and 
other military ftores in their arfena). 

The Governor has a very fine houfe, with 
convenient offices, and whatever elfe is re- 
quifite for the credit or fervice of the Com- 
pany. On the weit fide of the town, the 
Company have a very fine garden, beauti- 
fully laid out into public walks, and what- 
ever may contribute to the fatisfa&tion and 
pleafure of the wealthier and better fort of 
inhabitants ; adjoining to which garden 
there is a ,very fine houfe richly furnifhed, 
made ufe of for the reception of foreign 
Princes and Ambafladors, who, whenever 
they refort thither, are treated with infinite 


refpest, and ail their expences defrayed by 
the Company : Of much more confequence 
to the intereit of their commerce, than the 
expences it occafions. The other public 
buildings confit of a large convent of the 
Jefuits, where they have ufually twelve or 
fifteen priefts, who, belides officiating in 
that character, likewife keep fchcol, and 
inftraét the children of the inhabitants in 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, and what- 
ever elfe may be of ufe in civil life; for, as 
to the learned languages, they trouble not 
themielves about them, and indeed the 
knowledge of them would be of litle fervice 
in this part of the world. There are, befides 
that of the Jefuits, two other convents, but 
not fo contiderable by any means as the for~ 
mer. The houfes of the town are as regu- 
larly laid out as if it had been all built at 
once, though it is now near four leagues in 
extent. 

The Europeans build with brick ; but 
the Indians and other nations ufe only 
wood, building in that manner which we 
call here in England jath and plaifter. For 
the latter, they have the beft in the world ; 
which is compofed of all forts of fhelis 
ground to powder, and wrought up into a 
kind of paite, which, when expofed for 
fome time to the air, becomes altogether as 
white, and almoft as hard as ftones. 

Thefe houfes are one ftory only, and are 
ufually eight yards in front and fix in 
depth ; and yet there are fifteen or twenty 
people live in them. ‘They are but very 
indifferently lighted ; fo that it is not ealy 
to conceive how they are able to difpatch 
their bufinefs in them. Their roofs are all 
flat, for the conveniency of lying upon them ; 
which they do almoft naked, agreeabie to 
the cuftom of the country; for Pondicherri, 
lying in the tervid zone, is extremely hot, 
though otherwife the climaie is found by 
experience very wholefome. One thing 
there is in it very fingular, and which there- 
fore deferves notice ; and this is, that it ne- 
ver rains there, except feven or eight days 
at the moit towards the end of Oétober 5 
which falls out regularly, and is therefore 
the more fingular and ex:raordinary. ‘The 
native Indians (or, as they are called here, 
Gentiles) are moft of them weavers or 
painters; and, though the beft workman 
cannot earn above two pence a day, yet 
upon this he is able to fubsitt himéfelf, his 
wife, and children, their principal food be- 
ing’ rice builed in waier, or wrought up 
into a pa(te and baked upon the coals. 

The country round about is extremely 
well watered, and produces rice in abun- 
dance ; fo that there is hardly a place in the 
Indies of greater plenty, or where they have 
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fiefh, fith, and fowl on more reaf-nable 
terms ; and this, notwithftanding they have 
no other water than what is derived to them 
from the overflowing of the Colram and 
other great riveis, which they preferve in 
Jakes and ponds, and draw it for ufe thro’ 
their country in ariificial canals, after the 
fame manner as in. Egypt. 

The Governor-general for the Company, 
as he is lodged in a fine palace, fo he makes 
a figure equal thereto in every refpect. He 
has twelve horfe-guards cloathed in f{carlet 
Jaced with gold, and an Officer with the 
title of Captain, who commands them. He 
has alfo a foot-guard of three hundred men, 
natives of the country, called Peons ; and, 
when he appears in public, he is carried in 
a palankin very richly adorned with gold 
fringe. But all this pomp and fate is dif- 
played only on proper and particular occa- 
fions, upon the receiving of Princes or 
Ambaffadors; at other times, his guands 
are employed in the necefiary fervice of the 
Company, and earn to the full the wages 
they are paid; for, as we have already 
fhewn, here are few fetilements better re- 
gulated, or more difcreetly governed, than 
this; which the reader wiil more ealily 
believe, when he is told that, according to 
the latt account taken of the inhabitants in 
this place, there appear to be in it no lefs 
than one hundred and twenty thoufand 
Chriftians, Mahometans, and Gentiles: A 
thing altogether incredible, if the faét was 
not fupported by teltimonies the authority 
of which is not to be difputed. 

There cannot be a place better feated for 
trade than this, being in the midit of the 
European fettlements on the coalt of Cor- 
mandel, and having all the bay of Bengal 
open before them ; fo that here the Com- 
pany’s magazines are full of all the commo- 
dities and manufactures, not only ot the 
coalt of Cormandel, but of other parts of 
the Indies, fuch as Bengal, Surat, and the 
coaft of Malabar; as alfo of fuch as are 
imported from Perfia and the coat of the 
Red-fea ; and here likewife are their ware- 
houfes for all forts of European commodi- 
ties, which are conveniently tranfported 
from thence, as occafion requires, to all the 
markets in the Indies. The ftaple trade, 
however, of this place is efteemed to be 
piece-goods ; of which the fineft are made 
in the neighbouring kingdom of Golconda, 
and the bett painted here. They likewife 
have great quantities of filk raw and ma- 
nufaétured, gold and filver brocades, per- 
fumes, fpices, and diainonds; in which 
Jaft tvade they are faid to have made great 
progrefs of late, and for which it is certain 
they are very. conveniently fituated, as be- 
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ing at a very fmall dittance from the fineft 
mines in the Indies, and by having perfons 
among them as well fkilled in jewels as any 
perfons in the world. Tie French Eaft-India 
Company, therefore, cannot be blamed for 
their choice of this refidence, which, all} 
things confidered, is fittelt for them of 
any in the Indies ; or for the pains and ex- 
pence they have beftowed about it, amount- 
ing, in the whole, to about eight hundred 
thoufand livres, or forty thoufand pounds 
fterling ; fince thereby they have rendered it 
fo ftrong and fo commedious, that it might 
very ealily drive ten times the trade they 
have ever had in this part of the world. 

But it muft be obferved, that the com- 
meice of the Indies is by no means fuitable 
to the genius of the French nation, as is fufli- 
ciently evident from the many attempts of 
this kind that have mifcarried, and with what 
prodigious difficulties they have been ever 
broughi to fucceed-in any tolerable degree, 
notwithftanding all the pains and affiltance 
of the Government. In all other coun- 
tries, particularly in Great-Britain and 
Holland, undertakings of this fort have been 
the work of private men in the beginning, 
and have never claimed the aid, or even the 
protection, of the ftate, till they were in 
fome degree of forwardneis, and then only 
trom the apprehenfion of this difficulty, that 
the defire of gain might engage fuch num- 
bers of adventurers in the fame branch of 
commerce, as might prove prejudicial bo-h 
to the public and themiélves. 

But in France it has been quite otherwife ; 
private people never did any thing, till ex- 
cited and encouraged by the Government, 
and then were able to do little more than 
ruin them(elves, by launching out into en- 
terprifes beyond their abilities. This evi- 
dently demonftrates, that commerce, at 
leatt extenfive commerce, is not the natural 
growth of the climate of France ; and there- 
fore, though with much care and cultiva- 
tion it may be brought to fome degree of 
perfeétion, yet it can never be naturalifed, 
or brought to grow fpontaneoufly in that 
region ; but will be drooping and pining, 
if the care neceflary at the firit raifing it be, 
either through negligence or accident, with- 
drawn. It may, ‘indeed, be faid, that fome 
great Minifters have thewn talents equal to, 
if not exceeding, thofe of merchants, for 
extending, maintaining, or fupporting trade ; 
but then the trade they fupport mutt be 
temporary, and can laft no longer than they 
have power ; which is fo precarious a fitua- 
tion, that no extenfive or advantageous trade 
can flourifh therein. 

Nor is this the only contingency ; for, 
how well foever a Minifter may be difpofed, 
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it will be impoffible for him to aé, but in 
favourable conjunétures, that is, in a time 
of full peace, when his matter’s affairs are 
perfectly well fettled, as well as his own 
power; for, if there be any thing wanting 
toeither, itis impoffible that the commerce 
under bis protection fhould thrive. And, 
as the French, like all other people of a 
lively ternper, are eafily difcouraged, if once 
their pretent Company, after all the pains 
that has been taken, fhould fail, they would 
infallibly defpair, This fufficiently thews 
the coniequence of making a proper ute of 
our naval force in a war with that Crown ; 
fince, if we deftroy the comm-rce of the 
French, we mutt necellarily inlarge our 
own. This argument is of the greater 
force, as trade, m France, is a new thing ; 
a thing which they have nurfed with the 
greateft care, and yet could not raife with- 
out the greateit difficulty ; fo that, if it can 
be overthrown, they are fet back for twenty 
or thirty years at leat; A thing of far 
more-confequence to us, than conquefts. 
To fay the truth, our title to maritime 
power is what we ought chiefly to regard ; 
as it is impoffible to fucceed in ail, if we 
engage in too many defigns at once, fo, if 
we fix our attention upon this, and purive 
it with rigour, we fhal] find, that it will 
have a better effe€t, both with regard to 
ourfelves and aliies, than if we diverted our 
views to other objecis, which, at firft fight, 
may appear with equal importance. For, by 
increafing our naval power, we fhall render 
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ourfelves more formidable than by any 
other method, and, by recovering and ex- 
tending our trade, open the fureft fource of 
riches, 

It is our peculiar happinefs, that the glo- 
ry of the crown and the intereft of the peo- 
ple depend upon the very fame thing; &% 
that whatever advances one mutt neceffarily 
inlarge the other ; and what diminithes the 
latter will, fooner or later, deftroy the for~ 
mer. In France, the Government is forced 
to take inceflant pains for the encourage~ 
ment and protection of commerce. In 
Great-Britain this may be intirely {pared 5 
for, provided the Government dots not op- 
prefs trade, private men will carry it om 
with al] the fuccefs that can be wifhed for; 
and, the lefs the hand of power interpofes, 
the better. This thews, at once, the dif- 
ference between other conftitutions, and the 
excellence of that under which we live. Is 
is to this conftitution that we owe our fuc- 
cefs in trade, which is natural to our ifland. 
It is to their living under a different confti- 
tution, that the French feel, by experience, 
the difficulty of carrying on commerce to 
any advantage, If ever our trade fails, it 
mutt be owing to ourfelves ; if ever their's 
flourifhes, it muft be the effect of accidents. 
In fhort, nothing but tyranny under the 
matk of corruption can poffibly hurt the 
commerce of this nation ; whereas nothing 
but the wife and gentle adminiftration of de- 
fpotic power can poffibly raife a trade a» 
mong our perfidious neighbours. 
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At a Time when we are threatened with Invajfions from the common Difturber of Europed 
prefume you will find Room for the foliowing Effay on the Neceility of uiiding Fortrefles, 
and the manner of chufing the moft proper Situations for fuch Works, ix your u/eful 


and entertaining Collection. 


HE neceffity of building fortreffes, in 

all ftates whatever, appears from this 
innate principle of felf-prefervation ; for a 
poweiful nation has always powerful ene- 
mies ; fo that, by the lofs of a battle, the 
whole country is in danger, if the remain- 
der of the routed army has no place of fafe- 
ty to retire to, where they may rally and 
receive fuccours, either from their allies, or 
new raifed troops from that pait of the 
country which the enemy is not yet matter of. 
It has often happened, that, afier an 
army has been defeated, it has received fuch 
fuccours in a place of fafety, as not only to 
be enabled to fuccour their own country, 
but likewife drive the victorious army out 
of the field with lofs: There are many fuch 
inftances to be found, both in ancient and 
modern hiftory, Whereas, if an army once 


ie 
becomes vi‘torious in a country deftitute of 
fuccours, it foun becomes matter of the 
whole. 

An inftance of this kind happened here 
in England ; for, had there been fome good 
fortified places, when William the Con- 
queror entered the country, it would not 
have been loft by his gaining one battle; and, 
had the city of Genoa been fortified, in the 
Jait war, the Auttrians could not have taken 
it at once, and been matters of the whole 
tate, as they did; in fhort, were it not for 
the many fortified places in Flanders, the 
Auftrian dominions in that country would 
have been long ago loft. 

In fmall ftates and republics, they are 
no lefs neceffary, than in great kingdoms, 
in order to refift a powerful enemy, till theic 
allies can come to their affitance, To this 
it 
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it may. be objefted, That fortified places, in 
a free ftate, may be the means of inflaving 
it by fome ambitious and powerful man, 
affifted by a neighbouring Prince; but, as 
no inftance of this kind is recorded in hifto- 
ry, and the contrary is evident from the 
States of Holland, who have many fortified 
places, though they have preferved their li- 
berty ever fince their firft feparation from 
the Spaniards, it is evident, that this ob- 
jection has no foundation. 

Maritime Powers, as England, Sardinia, 
Sicily, &c. no lefs require fortified places ; 
for an enemy may, by furprife, invade 
them, and, though his naval force be lefs, 
may, when he once gets a footing, either 
conquer or lay wafte great part of the coun- 
try. Befides, the trade, on which the in- 
habitants of iflands chiefly depend, would 
become very precarious, without having 
fome ftrong places to fecure their effects, 
which might be otherwife furprifed and car- 
ried off, before an army could arrive. Many 
other arguments might be offered to prove 
the ufefulnefs of fortified places, if the world 
in general were not already convinced of it, 
and therefore needlefs to iniiit any longer 
upon it. 

With regard to the fituation of a fortrefs, 
it muft depend chiefly on the reafons for 
which it is built ; if they are intended to 
promote or protect trade, they muft be ere&t- 
ed near the fea, lakes, navigable rivers, or 
channels; if they are defigned to guard a 
pafs or inlet into a country, they thould be 
piaced on hills or high ground, that from 
thence they may fcour and defend that pais, 
and not be commanded by any other adjacent 
hill. If they are intended to fecure a country 
from an invafion, they mutt be fituated in 
fuch a manner, that the enemy muft attack 
them, before he can advance any farther ; 
and, in café he fhould pafs by, they may cut 
off his communication with his own coun- 
try, whereby his convoys may become pre- 
carious and difficult, and therefore mutt 
either befiege them, or not advance any 
farther. 

Tn iflands, the beft fituations are on the 
coafts, and in fuch places where an enemy 
may eafily land, and where the garrifon 
has a fafe communication with {ome inland 
town, to receive fubfiftence and fuccours in 
cafe of an attack; or, if there are any large 
rivers that empty themfelves into the fea, 
or harbours large enough for large thips to 
enter, there fhould always be cne or more 
fortrefles built near them, in fuch places as 
may prevent fhips from entering, without 
fuffering greatly from the cannon of them. 

In an ifland of no great extent, whofe 
coalt is of an eafy accel in moft parts, and 





where it is impoffible to fortify every one, 
the beft fituation for a fortrefs is near the 
middle of the ifland, on a rifing ground ; 
becaufe troops may beft be fent from thence 
to any part, to oppofe the landing of an 
enemy ; but this fortrefs fhould be pretty 
large, that, in time of need, the inhabitants 
of the ifland may retire into it, with their 
cattle and moft valuable effe&ts, and affitt in 
defending the place, till the enemy is obli- 
ged to retire, either for want of provifion, 
or having no hopes of making him(felf maf- 
ter of the place. 

But, if the ifland be confiderable, it is 
not fufficient to build fortretfes near the 
moft convenient landing-places, but there 
fhould alfo be fome built in the paffes, to 
prevent an enemy from penetrating farther 
into the country, in cafe he fhould find op- 
portunity of landing, notwithfanding tie 
forts on the coaft; or, at leat, ftop his 
progrefs long enough for the country to rife 
and oppofe him. 

In finall ftates, that lie in an open coun- 
try, which cannot afford the expences of 
building many fortrefies, and are not able 
to provide them, when built, with garrifons, 
military ftores and provifions ; the beft way 
is to fortify their capital, which, being made 
fpacious, may ferve as a retreat to the in- 
habitants, in time of danger, with their 
wealth and cattle, till the fuccours of their 
allies arrive. 

If a fortrefSs be built near a river, Jake, or 
the fea, it muft be confidered whether it 
thould ftand quite clofe to the water’s fide, 
or at fome diftance, fo as the works may 
not be battered by thips; whether an enemy 
may eafily land thereabouts, and attack it 
by land; whether it is poflible for fhips to 
come clofe or not. If there be depth of wa- 
ter fufficient for fhips to come clofe to the 
walls, the parapets muft be made high, and 
thofe that can be feen from the main-top, 
covered above with canvafs, planks, or any 
thing elfe, in time of a fiege, to conceal 
the troops behind them. 

When a fort ftands fo near the water, 
that it may be battered from the fhips, it is 
in danger of being foon deftroyed by the 
fuperiouity of their fire: On the contrary, 
when the water is -fo thallow, that the fhips 
cannot come near enough to batter in breach 5 
care muft be taken to prevent the enemy's 
landing in boats, and ftorming it by land ; 
in order to this, redoubts or batteries mult 
be fortified all round with a good wall and 
ditch, that they may not be furprifed in the 
rear. 

In a place where there is an harbour, 
fome parts or other of the fortrefs thould 
command it, if poflible ; for, tho’ aes 
an 
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and batteries may be ere&ted to defend its 
entrance, yet if the enemy can find means 
to deflroy fome and pafs by others, fhips 
may eafily enter: And, as thefe defences are 
at fome diftance from the fortrefs, they are 
geacraily taken either by ftratagem or 
ftorm, as being feparated from the garri- 
fon and not eafily relieved. But, if part of 
the fortrefs commands the harbour, the thips 
can never ride fecure in it, till the place is 
taken, which is all that can be expeéled. 

The entrance fhould not, however, by 
any means, be negleéted; but, wherever 
there is a point of land that commands the 
approach of an enemy, it fhould be careful- 
ly fecured by fome work or other; and as 
it often happens that fmall rocky iflands lie 
in the entrance, which, when properly for- 
tified, are very advantageous in the defence 
of it, they fhould not, on any confidera- 
tion be neglected: For nothing conduces 
fo much to the fafety of a place, fituated 
near the fea or navigable river, as thofe 
works, which keep the enemy’s fleet at a 
diftance, fince by that means their chief 
ftrength is of fervice to tiem; and, though 
they fhould make a defcent in fome part or 
other with a few {mall pieces of artillery, they 
may be eafily repulfed by the garrifon. As 
thefe kinds of fituations are the moft ufeful 
to a trading nation, I have dwelt the longer 
on the manner of fecuring them in the beft 
manner poffible. 

When an old fortrefS is to be rebuilt, the 
Engineer ought not to rely too much on 
the capacity of him who firft ere&ted it; he 
fhoukd well confider whether there is not 
any other fituation thereabouts, that might 
be better than the former; whether the old 
works are properly adapted to the nature of 
the ground; how much expence will be 
faved by building upon the old founda- 
tions ; whether it is too big or too little; 
whether following partly the old plan, 
and building the reft in a different manner, 
would not be better than to foflow it in all 
its parts. In fhort, he fhould confider at- 
tentively every minute circumftance, in or- 
der to born a true idéa of the fituation, the 
figure of the works, and the confeéquences 
refulting therefrom, before he comes to an 
ultimate determination. 

As the variety of nature is infinite, fo it 
is impoffible to deftribe all the differerit fi- 
tuations, where fortreffes may he built ; it 
Fequites the greateft (kill and knowledge to 
fix upon fuch as may beft anfwer all the dif- 


55 


ferent expectations ; and, as the building 
and maintaining them, is attended with very 
great expences, they become heavy burthens 
to a nation, when they do not anfwer the 
intention for which they were built. 

Having, I hope, fufficiently fhewn the 
neceffity of fortrefles, and pointed out the 
manner of finding the beft firuations for 
works of this kind, I tha!l beg leave to add, 
That, if a proper number were built on 
thofe parts of the coaft of England, where 
it is poffible for an army to land, we 
might bid defiance to our perfidious neigh- 
bours. Nor would there be a necefflity for 
large and expenfive caftles ; for, as it will 
be impoffible, while we continue mafters of 
the fea, for them to attempt an invafion 
with large fhips and artillery, there will not 
be occafion for large and expenfive works. 
To imbark a number of troops in flat-bot- 
tomed boats, and final! tranfports, is all 
they can propofe, and a fmall caftle will be 
fufficient to fink and difperfe thofe, before 
the troops can land. Nor will there be a 
neceflity for that number of forts, as at firft 
fight one might imagine ; for every one, 
acquainted with the coaft of Great-Britam, 
mutt be fatisfied that troops can only be land- 
ed in a few places; fome parts of the coaft 
are defended by rocks, and others by fands 5 
here the perpendicular cliffs bid défiance to 
the enemy, and there the fhallownefs of 
the water. So that a few forts, judicioufly 
placed, would be fufficient to guard our 
coafts from any infults of the enemy. It 
mutt alfo be remembered that flat-bottomed 
boats are very incapable of refifting the léaft 
fea, and, confequently, muft make for the 
neareft Jand; and, as an expedition of this 
kind can hardly be undertaken without our 
being apprifed of the pott’in which it is 
preparing, we may nearly guefs at the part 
they intend toland. Another difficulty that 
moft attend thefé boats is, that they will fail 
only before the wind; and therefore muft 
land on a lee-fhore, which, unlefs it be 
almoft calm, is impoffible. Every one of 
the leaft experience muft be fatisfied, that 
in a fmall gale of wind the fea is very 
rough, and breaks at a confiderable diftance 
from the beach on a lee-fhore, which boats 
of this kind are not capable of enduring. 
So that, if our harbours, and fome partica= 
lar parts of the coaft were defended by forts 
and caftles, there could be little reafon to 
fear an attempt of this kind, 
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The Attempt to account for the Formation of Shells (Page 15, Vol. XIX.) 


continued. 


HIS fyftem was attacked by Mr. 
Mery, with regard to the fheils of 
mutcles, and he propofed two difficulties. 
The firft and indeed the ftrongeft ob- 
jection is, that mufcles are attached to the 
soternal fides of their thells by eight muf- 
enlar ligaments; or, to fpeak more ex- 
aitly, they are faftened in four places to 
each of the pieces of their fhell; now, if 
fhells grow by juxtapofiticn, it would ne- 
eeflarily follow that the mufcles detached 
themfelves from thence, as, by removing 
continually and by degrees from the place 
of their firft faftening, they would be always 
making a new bed for themfelves ; a phx- 
nomenon, adds the learned Anatomift, that 
hath not appeared to me in any of the muf- 
eles I have diffeled at any feafon of the 


7 

Now as fuch a difplacing hath no exam- 
ple neither in animals, whofe mu{cular parts 
are faftened to bones, or even in fuch as 
have no bones, for inftance, fea-crabs, lob- 
fters, craw-fith, 8c. whofe bodies are vefted 
only with crufts or fhells, that are to them 
m the place of bones, where all the mulcles 
have their origin and infertion: Is it not 
much more probable that all the ftrata of 
the thells of the mufcle-fith are formed at 
the fame time like the thells of thofe other 
fith, rather than one after another ? 

In anfwer to this objection, I own that 
it is certain that the fhells of mufcles could 
not grow by juxtapofition, or in the manner 
of {nails, without the mu(cular parts, which 
fatten the fith to the thell, being difplaced ; 
it is true likewife that the difplacing of 
large mufcular parts or ligaments is difficult 
to be conceived or explained: But it is not 
fp certain that there are no examples of 
fuch a difplacing. The difficulty in the. 
main is to have one ligament to remove ; 
now there is certainly in the fnail one liga- 
ment that changes its place. The truth of 
this is inconteftable, fince we have already 
proved that the growth of the fnail’s thell 
3s made by mere appofition. Every fnail is 
faftened to its thell by a mufcular ligament. 
When the Jarge garden-fnail is juft hatch- 
ed, its thell makes only a little more than 
one turn of a fpiral, but makes more than 
four turns, when the animal is arrived at 
its lait boundary of growth: Now in the 
fnail, whofe fhell hath four turns, the muf- 
cular ligament is faftened within the thell, 
between the fecond and third turn; in 
avhatever place you fuppofe it faftened in 
the fhell of the fail juft hatched, it is cer- 


tain that the ligament muft have gone near 
two turns of a fpiral ; the only point there- 
fore is to make the ligaments of mu(cles 
advance like that of the fnail, and, whatever 
be the means that nature employs for fnails, 
fhe may employ the like for mufcles. Mr. 
Mery adds indeed, that he hath diffected 
mutcles in all feafons, and hath never dif- 
covered this phenomenon; but that doth 
not appear to me to ftrengthen much the 
proof: Mr. Du Verney hath difleé&ted a 
great number of fhails, and in al) feafons I 
have had occafion to diflect feveral likewile ; 
and I do not believe that he hath feen, any 
more than I, how the ligament of the fnail 
is difplaced ; yet it is difplaced notwithe 
ftanding that. 

I have therefore already given an exam- 
ple of the difplacing of mufcular ligaments, 
and a café in point likewife, that is to fay, 
with regard to the growth of fhells. It could 
ferve no purpofe for Mr. Mery to add, that 
we do not find fuch a difplacing in animals, 
where mufcles are attached to bones, nor 
even in fuch as have no bones, for inftance, 
crabs, lobfters, and craw-fifh, whofe body 
is vefted only with crufts or fells, that are 
to them in the place of bones, where al 
the mufcular parts have their origin and 
infertion. 

All thefe negative faéts would prove no- 
thing againft us; but indeed the example 
of crabs,-lobfters, and craw-fifh was un- 
luckily chofen: It is precifely the inftance 
I fhould have chofen to prove, that mufcu- 
lar parts do difplace themfelves in certain 
animals. Thefe, as Mr. Mery has juftiy 
obferved, are covered with crufts or fhells, 
that are to them in the place of bones, where 
all the mufcles have their origin and infer- 
tion. Now we have fhewn that thefe ani- 
mals ftrip themfelves every year of their 
fhells, and in general of every thing they 
had hard and fcaly, of every thing that was 
to them in the place of booe. Here there- 
fore we find a general difplacing of all the 
mufcles, at leaft once in a year, fince every 
year they are attached to a fhell different 
from that of the preceding year. 

Let us now examine the fecond difficulty 
objected by Mr. Mery. It is vifible that 
the fhells of mufcles are compofed of feveral 
ftrata applied one to another, which, jut- 
ting out one beyond another, make, on the 
external furface, very diftin& lays. This 
feems to prove that the ftrata were formed 
one after another, that they mark the diffe- 
rent progrefles of growth, But what — 
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the difficulty is, that Mr. Mery hath ob- 
ferved, that there do not appear fewer lays 
on the finall thells, than on the greatett ; 
and that thefe lays grow wider, in propor- 
tion as the body of the mufcle increates. 

I thail not infit on its being a vague, un- 
certain difficulty, to affert, that there are 
not fewer lays on the fmall fhells, than on 
the great; perhaps, however, it might be 
faid, tince the one and the other have often- 
times fo many, that it is impoffible to count 
them. However, I fhall grant, that, as 
far as one can judge at the firft view, there 
often appear as many lays on the finallelt, 
as on the greateft fhells. I thalkeven add 
(which wili be more than fuficient for Mr. 
Mery) that, when fhells are very old, there 
appear more lays on the fmall, than on the 
great ;. the little ones have an immenfe 
number. But thefe thin lamin are not 
proof againit the rubbing of fand and agita- 
tion of water ; in vain would you feck for 
them in old thells ; what fome had jutting 
out beyond ovhers hath been carried away. 
On other fhells there grows a greeniih 
mou'dinefs, a kind of mofs that, like a 
membrane (and which would be taken al- 
mott for one) extends itfelf over the hell: 
This mouldinefs conceals a great number 
of the {mal!eft lays. 

It is true, as hath heen afferted by Mr. 
Mery, that, between the lays which mark 
the d-fferent ftrata, there are fume wider in 
the large thells, than in the finall; but it is 
not becaufe the narrow lays have extented 
themfclves; it is that, when the fith is ar- 
rived at a ceitain bignels, its growth is 
much quicker; by this means, as the lays 
are fo much as it hath grown in a certain 
time, there are formed, in thofe inftances, 
much wider lays: And, indeed, the widett 
are moft common!y found near the mouth 
of the fhell, unlefs the friction hath made, 
in other places, one fingle lay out of feveral. 
The whells of garden-fnaiis are very proper 
to give us examples of what I have been 
menticning: The terms of growth are 
very diftingt. When thry are finall, there 
are often feveral of thefe terms in a line of 
length ; and, when they are large, from 
one diftin& time of growth to another, there 
are fometimes feveral lines. Lafliy, it often 
happens, that ong cannot fin’, in the great 
thetis, thole boundaries which were marked 
in them, when they were timall ; the frequent 
rubbings have wora down thofe inequalities. 

Although I think [ have given a fatil- 
faSory anfwer to thef& two diffi ulties pro- 
poted, yet T am far fiom thiaking [ have 
removed ail that might be atledged on this 
fabjeSt. 1 Mali even own, that fome thells 


have figures fo fingular, that it appears 
dcurce patible te imagine how a mere eppo- 


fision of parts fhould be 2ble to eff-& them. 
But, perhaps, the unravelling thofe d.ffi- 
culties would be very lain and ealy, if the 
figures of the animals that inhabit thofe 
fhells were known to us; if we knew the 
changes that happen to them at dificrent 
ages; in a word, if we could follow the 
growth of their fhells with the fame care as 
I have traced that of the @iells of {nails. 
For example: If we did not know the fi- 
gure of the fifth which lodges in one of the 
parts of the fhells, called nautilus, and what 
part of it the fith occupies, ir would not te 
poili'le to imagine how it could be formed 
by a mere juxtapotition. I fuppo‘e the :eacer 
to know, tt it is of the clafs of tho fells 
which ave turned in a fpiral, thac the infide 
of itis, from {pace to fpace, croffd by par - 
titions, having each a hole in the middle. 
How could a fith have bui't all the{e parti- 
tions? And how, miglit it be akked, could 
he lodge himfelf between them? Bui this 
difficulty vanifhes foon ; and, contidering 
that the fifh is not himfeif formed in a fpi- 
ral, as his fhel] is, and as the bodies cf 
other fith with fpiral fhells are 3 that this 
occupies no more than the fpsce which is 
between the laft partition and the mouth of 
the fheil; that, probably, he is only at- 
tached to the fummit or origin of the fhell, 
by a cord or ligament that patles through 
all the partitions ; this circumftance beng 
known, it is eafy to explain how the nau- 
tilus fith builds new partitions. When he 
is come to be too big to be at eafe in his 
ancient niche, and cannot lodge himlelf on 
the partition, without being too much ccn- 
fencd, as the growth of his Lgament per- 
mits him to change place, he removes from 
his ancient cloilter, and places himfelf at a 
fuitable diltance; there then fweats cut from 
his body a flimy juice, fuch as oozes fromm 
the body of a {nai!l, when laid bare in any 
pat. This firft juice that exfudes grows 
thick, and, begins a new partition; that 
which follows afterwards increafes the 
frengzth and firmnels, Snails, that have 
furnuhked us with fo many examples, weil 
here fup;ly us again. When, at the be- 
ginning of winter, they fhut themfelves up 
in their fhe!l, they make theméelves a kind 
of cluifer, by means of a bd ftopping up 
the mouth of the the. Tf the fnarl conti- 
nues a long while included within his thell, 
fo that his body is comiderably dimiotihed 
in fize, infead of one partition, he makes 
three or four; you fnd them quite feparate 
one from another: As they maric the diffe- 
rent rounds of journeyings, thet the nail 
hath fiucceffively made backwards; fo the 
pardtions et the nautilus ma:k the bounds 
of progeefs, that this filh bath made iuccel- 
fively torwards. 
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Fron the GAZETTEER, 


To the Mot Noble, the Right Henaurable, the Honourable Nobility and Gentry, 
affociated for the Prefervation of the Game. 


BSERVING by the advertifements 

in the news papers, that, in thefé pe- 
rilous times, the moft perilous in fome re- 
fpeéts that England has feen fince Que:n 
Elifabeth’s reign, you continue your meet- 
ings for that moft ufeful, molt excellent, 
and moft Jaudeble purpofe for which you 
firft formed yourfelves into a fociety, I take 
the liberty to put you in mind of a circum- 
ftance, which, however trifling it may ap- 
pear to you, and how mutch foever hitherto 
negleéted, feems neverthelefs to be of fome 
confequence in itfelf, and abfolutely necef- 
fuy tor preferving the game to you and 
your pofterity : What I mean is the prefer- 
vation of our country. For, as I take it, 
the propriety of the Jands and the game 
will go together. Now if our enemies the 
Fiench fhould get our country from us, 
which is certainly worth fecuring, were it 
only for the fake of preferving the par- 
iridges, th- pheafants, the hares, &c. whole 
would all thefe things be ? 

That we are in the uimoft danger of lo- 
fing our country 1s spparent to all men who 
are not bereaved of every grain of under- 
ftanding. For fuch formidable preparations 
to invade this ifland were never made be- 
fore by fo near and fo potent an enemy : 
Neither did fo many unhappy circumftances 
ever before concur to our deftruction: The 
French have no oiher enemy than us to deal 
with, or to employ their numerous forces 
againft: We have no friend or ally in the 
world to aflift or fuccour us. On the con- 
trary, feveral powers of Europe, particu- 
darly the Danes and Swedes, under the fpe- 
cious pretence of proteCling their trade, have 
combined to offift our enemies and diffre(s 
us. It is likewife faid that our molt cor- 
dial and faithful friends the Durch are about 
to do the tile. Add to this, that the Spa- 
niards have equipped a ftrong fquadron of 
fhips, and for what purpofe is too apparent 
to admit of the leaft doubt. In this moft 
dangerous condition, who would but fup- 
pote, if they did not know the contrary, 
that the whole nation was armed So far 
from it, that you Gentlemen game- keepers 
have, in your gieat wildom, been tie means 
tbat tho who might be rendered the mott 
ufeful to defend ther country, are, for the 
fake of preferving the game, entirely dif- 
armed. 

But this is not the only inftance you have 
given of your confimate wifdom ; for un- 
doubtedly you, or forme of your wife faciety, 
have had the management of p—e a—s. 

% 


When it was determined to break with 
France, by making prize of their thips, why 
did we only provoke, and not difable our 
enemies ? This latter might have béen done 
in a good degree at leaft, by beginning with 


them two months fooner, and confequently, 


intercepting feveral hundred of their home- 
ward-bound fhips, which, by our lofing fo 
much time, efcaped us. And why, as foon 
as ever a rupture became inevitable, was 
not a fquadron fent to the Mediter:anean, 
ftrong enough effeStually to prevent any at- 
tempt againit Minorca? And when a few 
thips, too few by half, were fent to relieve 
that important place, why were they put 
under the command of one who had never 
been in any action, nor given a fingle proof 
of his capacity for fuch a fervice, or indeed 
for any fervice ? Certainly no reafon can be 
given, unlefs he was one of your fociety. If 
you had wanted {ome partridges or phea- 
fants to treat your friends with, would you 
have fent a fellow to kill them who had 
never fired a gun in his life? No, no, you 
would certainly have employed one of your 
beit thot in fo arduous an affair. 

But Minorca is loft! Moft ignominioufly 
loft ! Muft not all Europe defpif us for our 
condu&t ? And let me tell you, Gentlemen, 
when a nation is once defpiled, it is foon 
trampled upon. Will not France be great- 
ly elated by this fuccels of their firft attempt 
in thefe parts of the world fince the prefent 
quirsel, and think it an earneft of fucceed- 
ing in a much more important conquclt? 
This conqueft which they meditate, is no lets 
than that of thefe kingdoms: And what 
fhould hinder them from carrying their point ? 
Our only hopes are in the {quadron before 
Bref, and in our army. This fquadron is 
continually growing weaker and weaker by 
the foulnels of their fhips and their want of 
repair; and much more ftill by the ficknefs 
among the feamen which greatly prevails at 
this time ; whilft that of the French is in- 
creafing in ftrength by an addition to the 
pumber both of thips and feamen. May we 
not every day expeét to hear that the ene- 
my’s fleet of clean well fitted fhips, in ex- 
celent order and fully manned with healthy 
feamen, is come out to fight one already 
half difabied fquadron. And what will}. be 
the confequence of a defeat, if that fhould 
happen tous, is eafy to forefee, We thall 
then lie open to an invafion, for which pur- 
pole the French will undoubtedly cellect all 
the fh’ps and veffels in their ports of the 
ocean and the channel, and very a4 
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hive of the Dutch, or oblige them to furnith 
what more they have occafion for. By this 
means they may pour in upon us, at many 
and diftant places, fuch numbers of troops 
as it will be impoffible for our army, di- 
vided as it mutt then be into many {mall 
corps, to make head againft. ‘Thus this 
nation which has fo long enjoyed peace and 
plenty, and tioted in luxury and wanton- 
nefs, will become a fcene, a dreadtnl fcene 
of wir, of blood, and of flaughter, and 
very probably be deftroyed cr enflaved ! 

The French King has promifed his fub- 
jr&ts ample revenge for the lofles they have 
juftained by what they call the pyratical de- 
predations we have committed upon them ; 
and his declarations breathe a fpirit of re- 
venge. The people of France, by what 
they have futfeved in their trade, and by the 
artful management of their fuperiors, are 
taught to look upon us as a nation of py- 
rates, as enemies to mankind, who ought 
to be extirpated from the face of the earth. 

Big with the moft implacable refent- 
ments, and animated by the hopes of being 
recompenfed and rewarded with the pillage 
of this wealthy country, thefe fons of vio- 
lence are now waiting an opportunity at 
once to gratify their avarice, their ambition, 
and their revenge. 

One method, and one only, would cer- 
tainly and effectually have enabled us to 
bafile thefe attempis, and difappoint the 
fanguine hopes of the devourer.—‘That me- 
thod you or {ome of you, for reafons known 
only to yourfelves have rendered abortive. 

What thnk you, Gentlemen, not only 
of the lofs ot the game, but (to be ferious, 
as the fubjeét mott certainly requires we 
fhould be) of lofing not only your places, 
your pentions, your hcnours and dignities, 
but your eftates and all that is valuable in 
the world? Affure yourfelves, that thofe, 
who have moft to lof, will be the moft 
certain, as wel] as the greateft fufferers. A 
tempeft may fpare the low and humble 
firubs, although the ta!l and proud cedars 
ere torn up by the roots. Indeed, if thofe, 
who have expofed the unarmed nation to 
become, perhaps, an ealy prey to its greedy 
and inveterate enemy, were to be the only 
fufferers, they would receive no more than 
the juft reward of their doings, and hardly 
delerve to be pitied; but, when a whole 
nation, the moft remarkable in Europe for 
wealth, trade, manufaétures, arts, {cicnces, 
and liberty (how pleafed fhould I be to add, 
for wifdom and virtue!) when fuch a na- 
tion is in the utmoft danger cf total de- 
firu&tion, is it poffible, that the great can 
he fo involved in party difputes, fo fupitied 
by luxury and indolence, or fo captivated 
by mean and fordid views, as not to exert 
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themfelves to the utmoft, and uf al! practi- 
cable and probable methods for its pre- 
fervation ? 

Is this a time for fome of you to think of 
little celle than feraping up wealth for your- 
felves, and procuring p'aces, p:nfions, and 
preferments for your relations and depend- 
ents ? And for others to pafs the nights in 
gaming, and the days in feafling and riot- 
ing, and the molt fupine indolence ? 

Roufe then in time from your fleep, left 
it prove a fleep of death; truit not to the 
precarious defence of your fhips, nor to the 
too weak protection of your aricy, but arm 
the nation for the nation’s fatety. 

If this be not immediately done, what 
can you expect, but to fee an incenfed and 
imraged enemy landed on your coalts, and 
driving the poor unarmed, naked, and de- 
fencelefs inhabitants before them 3 fetting 
fire to the towns and villages, and carrying 
terror and deitruction wherever they go? 
What then will become of your fine eltates 
and magnificent houfes ? The mvaders will 
either keep them for their own ult, if they 
find that praGlicable, or otherwile do all the 
mifchief the¥ can to the former, and iay 
the fatter level with the ground. 

We may expect to fee al] the great and 
wealthy towns and cities in the kingdom, 
and particularly this capical, firft pillaged, 
and then laid in afhes. We may expcé to 
fee our wives and daughters difhonoured be- 
fore our eyes, and mult:tudes of both fexes 
given up to the devouring fword. And, as 
for thofe who efcape the dreadful carnage, 
they muft become flaves to the imperious 
conqueror, who will fubjugate this nation 
to his tyrannical dominion. And be it re- 
membered, that, if this nation fhould be 
thus conquered and ruined, it will be for 
want of arming the people in time, and 
raifing fuch a numerous, well-difciplined 
malisia, as this couniry is able, ready, and 
willing to fuisith. 


To thefe alarming confiderations of our 
author we fiall beg leave to add the fol- 
lowing lines from a poem, imtitled, A Bri- 
tifh Phulippic : 


See that Ailembly of the fors of wealth, 
Wioote pity and hu.nanity extend 
To dumb creation! With what coftly care 
They fludy to preferve the brutal race 
From vulgar periecution! Truly great 
Were fuch benevolence, could their defign 
Deferve fo laudable a name! Alas ! 
What are they but monopolitts in blood, 
That, to then felves, endeavour to preferve 
Inviolate the cruel privilege 
Of flavghter and deftragtion ?- What is this 
Bat petty tyranny, the ambitious ch Id 
Of luxury and pride? if Heaven indulge 
Hz AA ight 








60 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


Arightto kill, each free-born Briton, fure, 

Mypy claim his portion of the carnage. All 

O'er nature’s commoners, by nature's law, 

Plead equal privilege : What then fupports 

This ulurpation in the wealthier tribe ; 

The qualifying acres? No, proud man, 

Poff: flions give not thee fuperior claim 

To that, which equaliy “pertains to all—~ 

Whofe property yon timid hare, which feeds 

In thy incloiure? Thine? Deny’d—Al- 
low’'d — 

Yet, if the fearful animal be thine, 

RBecaule fhe innocently crops to-day 

The herbage of thy freehold, whofe will be 

The claim to-morrow, when thy neigh- 
bour’s {oil 

Affords her paliurage ?—Affuning man! 


How is the hardy Briton’s fpirit tam'd 

By thy oppreilive pride!—When danger 
comes, 

Who hall defend thy property ?. Thyfelf ? 

No; that poor Briton, whom thou haf 
undone 

By profecutions—will he not retort, 

* What's liberty to me? ’Tis lott! *Tis 
§ gone! 

* If I mutt be opprefs'd, it matters not 

‘ Who are thé oppreffors. Shall I hazard 
$ life 

6 For thofe imperious Lordlings, who 
* deny'd 

* That privilege, which Heaven and Na- 
* ture meant 

For food, or fport, or exercife to all?” 


OCCASIONAL LETTERS. Lerrer LXIV. 
On Poverty; and the different Acceptations of that Word among Authors. 


From no Affii&ion is the Poor exempt ; 
Re thinks each Eye furveys him with contempt. 
Unmanly Povesty fubdues the Heart, 


Cankers each Wound, and fharpens ev'ry Dart. 


MONG tho®€ who have endeavoured 
the promction of learfing, and the 
rectification of judgment, it has been long 
cutlomary to complain of the abuie of words, 
which are often admitted to fignify things 
fo different, that, inftead of sflilting the un- 
deritanding as vehicles of knowledge, they 
produce error, diff-rfion, and perplexity, 
becaufe what is sffirmed in one fenfe, is re- 
ceived in another. 

If this ambiguity fometimes embarraffes 
the moit folemn controverfies, and obfcures 
the demonitrations of fcience, it may well 
be exp: €ted to infett the ;ompous periods 
of declaimers, whote purpofe is often only 
to amufe with fallacies, and change the co- 
lours of truth and faliehood ; or the mufi- 
cal compofittons of poets, who'e file is pros 
fefledly figurative, and whofe art is ima- 
gined to confit in dillorung words trom 
t rir orginal meaning. 

There are few words, of which mere 
readcrs believe themfelv:s to know the im- 
port than of poverty 5 yet whoever fludies 
the pcets and philcfophers, will find fuch 
an account of the condition expreifed by 
that term, as his experience or obfervation 
wil] not eatily dilcover to be true, Inftead 
of the meanne&, diftref, complaint, anxie- 
ty, and dependence, which have hitherro 
been combined in his ideas of poveity, he 
wiil read cf content, innocence, and chear- 
fulneis, of health and fafety, tranquillity 
and freedom ; of plealures not known but to 
men enincunbered with pofleffions, and of 
theep that iheds his ballamic anodynes only 
on the cottage. Such are the bleilings io 
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be obtained by the refignation of riches, that 
Kings might defcend from their thrones, 
and Generals retire from a triumph, only 
to flumber undifturbed in the elyfium of 
poverty. 

If thefe authors do not deceive us, no- 
thing can be more abfurd than that perpe- 
tual conteft for wealth, which keeps the 
world in commotion, and fills almoit every 
mind with ftratazems and competition ; 
nor can any complaints be more 7. cen- 
fured than thofe which proceed trom want 
of the gifts of fortune, which we are tauglit 
by the great matters cf moral wifdom to 
confider as golden thackles, by which the 
wearer is at once difabled and adorned; as 
lufcious poifons, which may for a time 
pleafe the palote, but feon betray their ma- 
lignity by languor and bv paio. 

It 1s the great privilege of poverty to be 
happy unenvied, to be healthful without 
phytic, and fecure without a guard 5 to ob- 
tain, fiom the bounty of nature, what the 
great and wealthy are compelled to procure 
by the help of aitifts end attendants, of 
flatterers and fpies. 

But it will be found, upon a nearer view, 
that they who extol the happine’s of po- 
verty, do not mean the fame flate with thole 
who deplore its miferies, Poets have their 
imaginations filled with ideas of magnift- 
cence; and, heing accuilomed to contem- 
plate the downtail of empires, or to con- 
trive forms of Jamenta‘ion for Mcnarchs m 
dittrefs, rank all the clafles of mankind in 
a ftste of poverty, who make no approach+s 
to the dignity of crowns. ‘To be poor, 'n 
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the epic language, is only not to command 
the wealth of nations, nor to have fleets 
and armies in pay. 

Vanity has, perhaps, contributed to this 
impropriety of ftile. He that wifhes to be- 
come a philofopher at a cheap rate, eafily 
gratifies his ambition by fubmitting to po- 
verty, when he does not feel it ; and by 
boaiting his contempt of riches, when he 
has already more than he enjoys. He who 
would fhew the extent of his views, and 
grandeur of his conceptions, or difcover his 
acquaintance with fplendour and* magni- 
ficence, may talk, like Cowley, of an hun- 
ble ftation and quiet obfcurity, of the pau- 
city of nature's wants, and the inconve- 
niencies of {uperfluity, and, at laft, like 
hin, limit his defires to five hundred pounds 
a year. A fortune indeed not exuberant, 
when we compare it with the expences of 
pride and luxury ; but to which it little be- 
comes a philofopher to affix the name of 
poverty, fince no man can with any pro- 
priety be termed poor, who does not fee 
the greater part of mankind richer than 
himéelf. 

As little is the general condition of hu- 
man life to be underftood by panegyrifts 
and hiftorians, who amufe us with the ac- 
counts of the poverty of Heroes and fages. 
Riches are of no value in themfelves, their 
ufe is difcovered only in that which they 
procure. They are not coveted, unlefs by 
a few narrow underftandings, which con- 
found the means with the end, but for the 
fake of power, influence and efteem ; or, by 
fome of lefs elevated and refined fentiments, 
as neceflary to fenfual enjsyment. 

The pleafures of Juxury many have, 
without uncommon virtue, been able to de- 
fpife, even when affluence and idlenefs have 
concurred to tempt them ; and therefore he 
who feels nothing from indigence, but the 
want of gratifications, which he could not 
in any other condition make confiftent with 
innocence, has given no proof of eminent 
patience. Efteem and influence every nian 
defires, but they are equally pleafing, and 
equally valuable, by whatever means they 
are obtained ; and whoever has found the 
ait of fecuring them, without the help of 
meney,, ought, in reality, to be accounted 
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rich, fince he has all that riches can pur- 
chafe to a wife man. Cincinnatus, though 
he lived upon a few acres cultivated by his 
own hand, was fufficiently removed from 
all the evils generally comprehended under 
the name of poverty, when his reputation 
was fuch that the voice of his country called 
him from his farm to take abfolute com- 
roand into his hand; nor was Diogenes 
much mortified by his refidence in a tub, 
where he was honoured with the vifit of 
Alexander the Great. : 

The fame fallacy has conciliated venera- 
tion to the religious orders. When we be- 
hold a man abdicating the hope of terref- 
trial poffeflions, and precluding himfelf by 
an irrevocable vow from the purfuit and ac- 
quifition of ail that his fellow beings con- 
fider as worthy of wifhes and endeavours, 
we are immediately ftruck with the purity, 
abfiraGtion, and firmnefs of his mind, and 
regard him as wholly employed in fecuring 
the interefts of futurity, and devoid of all 
other care, than to gain, at whatever price, 
the Sureft paflage to eternal reft. 

Yet what can the votary be juftly faid to 
have loft of his prefent happinefs ? If he 
refides in a convent, he converfes only with 
men, whofe condition is the fame with his 
own; he has from the munificence of the 
founder all the neceffaries of life, and is 
fafe from that deftitution, which Hooker 
declares to be fuch an impediment to virtue 
as, till it be removed, fufftreth not the 
mind of man to admit any other care. All 
temptations to envy and competition aie 
fhut out from his retreat ; he is not pained 


‘with the fight of unattainable dignity, nor 


infulted wth the blufier of infolence, or the 
fini'e of forced familiarity. If he wanders 
abroad, the fanétity of his character amply 
com: enfates all cther diftin@tions ; he is ne- 
ver feen but with reverence, nor heard but 
with obedience. 

It hath been remarked, that death, though 
often defied in the field, feldom fails to rer- 
rity, when it approaches the bed of ficknefs 
in its*natural horror; fo poverty may eafily 
be endurei, while affociated with dignity 
and reputation, but will always be fhunned 
and dreaded, when it is accompanied with 
ignominy and contempt. 


The Hiftory of ENGLAND (Page 21, Vol. XIX.) continued. 


The flronz defire fhewn by the Parlia- 
ment to engage in this war, upon fuch re- 
mote pretences, gives room to conjeciure 
there were other motives than what pub- 
likly appeared. Very probably, even then, 
dome Members, fecret enemies or enviers of 
Cromwel!, fought means either to ruin him, 


or, at leaft, confiderably to leflen his power. 
This power, in a private perfon, fecmed to 
them too dangerous for a commonwealth. 
They had pusriicipated in bis Councils and 
defigns to fubvert the Prefbyterian Parlia- 
ment, and therefore knew his genius, and 
of what it was capable ; wherefore they 
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could not help dreading that, inftead of la- 
bouring for the commonwealth, he was la- 
bouring for himfelf, however careful he was 
to hide his ambition under the matk of the 
public good. They faw at Jeait with un- 
eafinefs, that, if he was forming his own 
advancement, nothing could hinder him 
from executing his defigns, as long as he 
was mafler of the army. This fupport was 
therefore either to be taken from him, or 
the commonwealth expofed to his ambitious 
defigns. But it was difficult to obtain his 
confent to difband an army which was at his 
devotion, and his great credit in the Par- 
fiament afforded no hopes of effecting it 
there, without a prefling neceffity. It was 
believed therefore, that, if the republic 
could be engaged in a fea-war, the great 
expence of which was forefeen, the Parlia- 
ment would, by degrees, be induced to dif- 
band a land-army, to avoid an unneceifary 
charge. This policy, perhaps, may ap- 
pear at firtt too refined ; but three things 
ftrengthen this conjecture: Firft, The 
caufes alledged fer this war appear not of 
fufficient weight to engage the Parliament 
in fo great an expence, at a time when it 
would have been, on the contrary, very ad- 
vantageous to let the people enjoy the fweets 
of peace, in order to make them relifh ihe 
Tate eftablifhed Republican government. 
Second!y, It will appear, in the fequel 
that all the fubmiffions of the Hollanders 
were ineffeétual to procure them a peace, 
and that the Parliament would fcarce hear 
their propofals. This plainly fhews the 
Parliament had fome fecret motive for the 
continuation of the war; and it is difficult 
to difcover any other than what I have men- 
tioned. Thirdly, It is ce:tain Cromwell 
at laft perceived, as will hereafter appear, 
this war was continued only to give the 
Parliament occafion to difband the army ; 
and that this made him refolve to deftroy a 
Parliament, which fought his ruin. I own, 
it is not eafy to prove, that the authors of 
this war againft the United Provinces had, 
ai fir, the defgn I have aferibed to them 5 
and that, with refpe€t to the beginning, it 
is only a conjecture. But this conjeSture is 
confirmed, when it &s confidered, that the 
rincipal Members joined together to hum- 
Pe the power of Cromwell, and that the 
ear was only continued to make the ex- 
pence of it a proper reafon for difbanding 
the Jand-army as ufelefs, but which was 
necelary to Cromwell’s fupport. 

However this be, Cromwell returning 
vétoricus from Worcetter, as he had be- 
fore done from Ireland and Scotland, his 
credit Jo increafed, that he became, as it 
were, the foul of the Parliament and com- 


monwealth. Whether he did not at firtt 
perceive the fecret motives of the projected 
war, or for fome other reafon, he readily 
confented to the defign of humbling Hol- 
land, which was conlidered as the only fo- 
reign power the Parliament had to fear. 
But, as the people were to be managed, 
who would not have been ealily perfuaded 
of the neceffity of this war, it was refolved 
to force the Hollanders to be the aggreflors, 
or, at leaft, to furnith a pretence for the 
war. For this purpofe the Parliament, un- 
der colour of encouraging navigation, made 
an aét prohibiting the anportation of al! fo- 
reign commoditics, except vpon Englifh 
bottoms, or fuch as wee of the country 
from wheuce the commodities came. By 
this aét, which was to commence the firft of 
December, 1651, all commerce between 
England and Holland was deftroyed, fince 
that commerce confilted only in foreign mer- 
chandiles, imported from Hoiland in their 
own veflels. Befides this, the Parliament 
granted letters of mart to feveral private 
men, who complained of an unjuft confifca- 
tion of their thips in Holland. 

The States eafily perceived the Parlia- 
ment’s defign ; ,but, initead of beginning 
hoft:lities, as was expected by the Englith, 
they fent an ambafly to London, to follicit 
a revocation of the a&. The Parliament 
received the Ambafiadors with marks of 
refpeét, and granted them feveral audiences, 
their aim being to intimate, that it thould 
not be their fault, if the peace between the 
two republics were not preferved. But, 
when the particular articles came to be dif- 
cuffed, it was plain the Parliament was 
bent upon war. Initead of revoking the 
naviganion act, feveral ttale pretenfions were 
revived. Satisfaction was demanded for the 
miffacre of the Englifh at Amboyna, in the 
year 1622 ; for the lofles fuftained from the 
Dutch, fince the year 1648, in the Indies, 
Perfia, the Mogul’s dominions, Mufcovy, 
Greenland, and the ifle of Poleron. Thefe 
loffes, according to the Parliament's etti- 
mation, amounted to feventeen hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling. A (uitable repa- 
ration was alfo infifted on for the murder of 
Doriilaus, committed at the Hague, under 
the eve of the State, who had taken no pro- 
per meafures to bring the authors to punifh- 
ment. In fine, it was pretended, that fatif- 
faction fhould be given for the fecret intelli- 
gence, which the Jaft Ambaffadors from 
the States had held with the late King dy- 
ring the civil war. For thefe fatisfactions 
and reparations, the Parliament offered to 
make an alliance with the Unized Provinces, 
upon the terms propofed by their Envoys at 
the Hague, 
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Thefe propofitions convinced the States, 
that they were to prepare for war. Ac- 
cordingly, with great care and expence, a 
fleet was put to fea, of a hundred and fifty 
fail. They were unwilling, however, to 
declare war againft the Parliament, and re- 
folved, if poflible, to caufe the Englith to be 
agereflors. For this purpofe, while the 
States Ambaffadors were {till at London, 
their Admiral, Martin Van Trump, one of 
the braveft and moft experienced Sea-officers 
in Europe, appeared in the channel, with 
a fleet of forty-five thips of war, pretending 
to convoy fome merchant-men, and came 
and anchored in Dover-road ; but the brave 
Admural Blske, with twenty-fix thips only, 
defeated him. [See a particular account of 
this and other aétions, during the Dutch 
war, Page 293, Vol. XVIII. } 

Shortly after, the King, imagining he had 
many friends amongft the Commanders of the 
Englith fleet, offered the States to put himfelf 
on board their fleet, without any command, 
except of fuch Englifh thips as thould come 
and join him. But the States thought not 
fit to accept his offer. It was confidered by 
them as a fnare to engage them to declare 
for him; to which, in their prefent circum- 
ftances, they had no inclination. They 
wanted peace, and were unwilling to re- 
move, o: render it impoffible, by efpoufing 
the King’s caufe. ‘They even found a way 
to convey privately, to Lenthal the Speaker, 
a letter from the particular States of Hol- 
land, to propofe an agreement. Same fay 
this was owing to a private intimation from 
CromwelJ, who began to dilcover, that 
peace was now proper for his interefts. He 
had the addrefs to obtain from the Parlia- 
ment a civil anfwer to the letter received by 
Lenthal; but the anfwer was direéted to 
the States-general. This drew from the 
States a letter of the 30th of April, in 
which it was openly defired the Pariiament 
would pleafe to name a place for a treaty. 

Cromwell, at laft, perceived the continu- 
ation of the war was a contrivance of his 
enemies, that the expence might render it 
necetiary to difband the army, now become 
ufelefs; to which, he faw, the Houfe was 
inclined. This tended manifeftly to un- 
dermine his authority ; for, though he had 
excellent qualities, and, by his valour and 
capacity, had raifed the commnnwealih to 
its prefent grandeur, he was, however, fill 
feared. Had he not been fupported by the 
army, his rnin had been infallible, the Par- 
liament fearing that his credit, already too 
great, would become ftill greater, to the 
prejudice of the commonwealth, Cromwell 
had even private information, that a con- 
{piracy was form:ng againft him ; in wiich 
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were engaged not only feveral Prefbyteri- 
ans and Koyalifts, but alfo fome confider- 
able Members of the Houfe, though of the 
Independent party. Affairs therctore were 
in fuch a fituation, that the Parliament was 
either to be fubdued, or himifelf rained. 
Such a choice does not long amufe the am- 
bitious. Cromwell, difpleafed at a defign 
to requite his fervices with ingratitude, eafily 
determined to rifque every thing to make 
himfelf mafter of the Parliament, rather than 
become their flave, who properly owed all 
their power to him. 

The Parliament, as I obferved, was 
intirely fupporied by the army, and, by their 
means, heid the nation in fubjection. But, 
fince the battles of Dunbar and Worcefter, 
Cromwell had fo acquired the elteem and 
affection of the Officers and foldiers, that 
they fupported the Parliament but as its 
interefts were confounded with thofe of 
their General. ‘The leading Members per- 
ceived it, and therefore had formed the pro- 
je&t of difbanding the army, to ruin Crom- 
well with more eafe. But fuch a project 
was not to be long concealed from one of 
Cromwell's penetration. As foon as he 
d:fcovered the defign of his enemies, he 
judged there was no other way to fupport 
himfelf, chan by withdrawing the confi- 
dence of the army from the Parliament ; 
after which, it would not be difficult to de- 
ftroy them. ‘This was the very method 
practiled by himfelf, and the other Inde- 
pendents, to ruin the Prefbyterian Parlia- 
ment. He therefore caufes the Officers of 
the army, in a general Council, to frame 
a petition, and prefent it to the Parliament ; 
in which they demanded ¢ the arrears of 
their pay, that they m ght not be compell-d 
to take free quarter upon their fellow-fub- 
jes, who already paid fo great contribu- 
tron and taxes, which, they were wel] affu- 
red, if well managed, would defray all the 
charges of the war and of the Government.” 

The Parliament, as Cromwell had fore- 
feen, complained of the infolence of this 
petition, and ordered a reprimand to the 
Officers for their prefumption to intermeddle 
in affairs which belonged not to them, and 
to arraign the Parliament's management of 
the Treafury. This drew from the army a 
fecond petivon, which put the Houfe in 
mind of tome former profeffions they had 
made: 6 That they would be glad to be 
dilfolved ; and that there might be fuccel+ 
five Parliaments, to undergo the fame trou- 
ble they had done. They therefore défired 
them to remember how many years they had 
fat ; and, tho’ they had done great things, 
yet it was a great injury to the reit of the 
nation to be utt-rly excluded true Desng 
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any part in the fervice of their country, by 
their ingrofling the whole power into their 
hands ; and thereupon befought them, that 
they would fettle a Council of war for the 
adininiftration of the Government during 
the interval, and then diflolve themfelves 
and fummon a new Parliament; which, 
they told them, would be the moft popular 
aét they could perform.” — 

This remonftrance, though intended to 
exa(perate the Parliament, appeared, how- 
ever, very juft in itfelf, and agreeable to the 
general fentiment of the nation. This will 
be evident, when it is confidered in what 

“manner the Members, which compofed this 
Parliament, had poffeffed them‘lves of the 
iupreme authority. ‘Ihe violence they had 
ufed to their collegues, the late King’s tra- 
gical death, the change of the Monarchy 
into a Commonwealth, and the taxes im- 
poled on the people for an unneceflary war, 
bad rendered them odious to the whole 
kingdom. They were themfelves fenfible 
of thefe things ; burt, befides that it was 
very mortifying to them to diveft themfelves 
of an authority which had fo many charms, 
they had reafon to fear, that an account 
would be demanded of their aflions. ‘They 
were therefore unwilling to quit pofleffion, 
and yet could not avoid folemnly delibera- 
ting upon the petition, which was of a na- 
ture not to be negleéted. In this debate, 
ali the Members who were Officers in the 
army firenuoufly fupported the petition. 
‘The Prefbyterians, who had been received 
into the Houfe upon their fwearing to the 
engagement, were alfo of opinion, that the 
Parliament ought to diffolve themielves, 
fince it could not be doubted, that it was 
the nation’s defire. But the negative was 
carried by a majority of voices. It was 
therefore refolved, that it was not yet time 
to dificlve this Parliament, while affairs 
were depending, that could not be left unfi- 
nifhed, and particularly the important war 
with Holland. That, neverthelefs, the 
Speaker fhould iffue out writs for filling the 
vacant feats in the Houfe. At the fame 
time, a Committee was appointed [peedily 
to prepare a bill, by which all perfons are 
forbid to prefent fuch petitions, under pain 
of being declared guilty of hjgh-treafon. 

This was what Cromwell expected from 
the Parliament. Afier fo expreis a declava- 
ticn, it could not be doubted that the 
Members, who had fat more than twelve 
years, and had but too much abufed their 
power, would always retain the fopreme 
authority in their hands, under colour of 
being the Reprefentatives of a republic, 
which properly coufifted only of themfelves, 
Cromwell, being therefore very certain this 
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Parliament was odious to the people, and 
not lefs difagreeable to the army, believed 
he ow:d no farther regard to men, who 
only fought his ruin. When things were 
concerted with the principal Officers, he 
came to the Houfe, the zoth of April, with 
fome Officers and foldiers, and, without any 
ceremony, told the Members he was come 
to put an end to their power, of which they 
had made an ill ufe; and therefore they 
were immediately to be diffolved. ‘The 
Officers and foldiers entered at the faine 
time, and ftaid at the door till the Mem- 
bers walked out. Cromwell, as they came 
by him, reproached one with drunkennefs, 
another with corruption, not {paring any of 
thofe whom he knew to be his enemies. 
After that, he gave the mace to one of his 
Officers, and locked the door. This was 
an extraordinary a€tion, but no more than 
was done a few years before by General 
Fairfax, when he expelled and imprifoned 
the Members who were difagreeable to the 
army. 

It cannot yet, however, be affirmed, that 
Cromwell, by this proceeding, had pulled 
cff the mafk. He might {till be thought to 
have good intentions to the public, fince he 
had cnly delivered the nation from a Par- 
liament, which had long held thein in fer- 
vitude ; and, had he, after this, called a 
free Parliament, and fubmitted to it him- 
fzif, the people would lave loaded him with 
bieffings. But the fequel clearly difcovered 
he was only labouring for himielf. And 
yet, if it is confidered, that the nation was 
then divided mto three parties, each mor- 
tally hating the other two, it is not ealy to 
conceive how a Parliament, though ever to 
free, would have been able to fettle the 
peace of the nation. It was hardly poffible 
to find expedieats to content the three par- 
ties, whofe intereits and principles were fo 
oppofite, as well concerning government as 
religion. Only force, by giving a fuperi- 
ority ta one of the three, was capable of 
awing the other two. ‘This, doubtlefs, 
was confidered by Cromwell, and therefore 
he refolved to model the Government after 
his own way, fupport his fettlement by 
force, and regard not the chimerical project 
of contenting everyman. He faw the necef- 
fity of a fupreme authority capable of com- 
manding obedience, without which al} 
would ran into confufion; and that ths 
authority was to be fupported by the army ; 
and, doubilefs, he believed himfelf mor: ca- 
pable, than any other, to manage the reins 
of the Government. I pretend not here to 
jufiity all the actions of this great man, 
whofe ability was never contefted ; but only 
to fhew, that, in this juncture, he could = 
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taken no other courfe, without throwing the 
State into the moft terrible confufion that 
can be imagined. Since, therefore, as mat- 
ters then ftood, England was to be govern- 
ed by force, was it more inconvenien: to 
fee the nation ruled by the greateft General 
and Statefman the king dom had for many 
years produced, than by a Parliament, In- 
dependent or Piefbytertan, or by a King 
intoxicated with arbitrary power? The 
people had made trial of thefe three feveral 
governments, and found them infupport- 
able. A fourth, therefore, was to be tried, 
things being in fuch a flare, that it was 
neither poflible nor proper to fubmit to any 
of the other three. This fuppofed, it was 
not to be denied, that Cromwell was more 
capable to govern this great fiate, than any 
other man then in England. No obje@tion 
could be raifed againtt him, which might 
not, with more juftice, have been urged 
againft any other mati who fhould have 
feized the government, or any body of mon 
invefted with the jupreme power. If, on 
certain occafions, ke abufed his authority j 
if, in his actions, he had only a view to 
his own glory and intereft, this is what I 
pretend not to vindicate. It is, however, 
certain, that things have been greatly ag- 
gravated, and fome of his agtions mife- 
prefented, which, with difinterefted and un- 
prejudiced perfons, are capable of being 
eafily juftified. All the difficulty concern- 
ing this affair lies in the fuppofition, ma‘e 
by each of the three parties, that their 
{cheme of government was the belt and 
moft perfeét. But, as Cromwell dilregard- 
ed all the three fchemes, he was equully 
exclaimed againft by the three parties. The 
Independents, fond of their Democracy, 
which was, however, but an gmpty name, 
were inraged at him for overturning a build- 
ing which he himflf had ereSied. The 
Prefbyteriens could have wifhed he wou! ~ 
have reitoréd the Parliament to the fta 
was in at the beginning ne year she z, 
when they were matters; and could not 
forgive him for not me eg that courke, 
which, in their opinion, was ihe mof na- 
tural. The Cavaliers or Royalilis were 
well pleafed, that Cromwell had d Rained 
the Independent, without reforing the Pref- 
byterian Parliament; but, to fatisfy tl 1M, 
he muft have reftored ihe King to his 
throne, and the Church of England to all 
her rights. ‘Phe reader is Iefe to judge 
whether, in the prefent fituation of «firs 
in England, what the three parves dered 
was erther juft, proper, or praclica’! it 
is no wonder, therefore, if the{2 saree e par- 
ties were equally difpleafed with Cromwell's 


proceedings, and loaded him with invec- 
lives. 

A little affer, Cromwell] publified a de- 
claraticn to juftify the diffolution of th 
Pailiament ; and, as his deiigns were not 
yet manifelted, this declaration was fub- 
fcribed by the Coloneis of the army and atl 
the Sea captains, and met with a general 
approbation. 

The Parliament being diffolved, the fo- 
vereign power was neceliarily to be lodged 
foniewhere. Cromwell might have taken 
the adminiftration of the Government, by 
the fame authority that he had difimified the 
Parliament. But he had no defign to ufurp 
it fo notorioufly. He had contrived, that 
it fhouid be given him by a Parliament, in 
order to dazzle the eyes of the public with 
fo venerable an authority. The Council of 
Officers, who had prefented the petition to the 
Parliament, being still aflembled, Cromwe! 
caufed them to refolve, that an hundred and 
forty-four perfons fhould be intruited with 
the fupreme power, In the choice of thefe 
perfens Cromwell at once difplayed his abi- 
lities, and difcovered that he had fome fe- 
cre -t defion, which would, at a proper fea- 

on, manifett itfelf. They were all men of 
no birth, illiterate, with no particular me- 
rit, unexperienced in «ffairs, in a word, 

utterly inca prble of an employ of that con- 
fequence, ‘Cromwell eafily forefaw they 
would foon be weary, and forced to put the 
Government into his hands, and fo furnif_la 
him with a pretence to affurne it to hiv felf. 
i bis notable choice being made, he writ to 
each ia particular, to require them to aflem- 
ble at Whitehell, the 4th of July, in order 
to take upon them the admin:flration of 
the Goverament. 

Thef new Sovereigns meeting on the 
day appointed, Cromwell made a fpeech,y 
and, when it was ended, gave them an in- 
fisument, figned by himfelf and the p:inci- 
pal Officers of the army, by which the fu- 
preme power was lodged in their hands. 
This infirument impo ried, that ali thefe 
Members, or any forty of them, were 1o 
be held and acknowledged the fupreme aus 
thor:ty of the nation, to whom ail pe rfons 
we e to yeld obedience and JubjeStion, till 
se 3d ds Ly « f November, in the year 16525 
that is, during ene year and four months. 
That, three months before their diffolution 
they were to make choice of othe f 
to fugceed whole author 
not exceed one year ; and then 
htkewif2 to provide and take care 
fuccefion in the Government. Buc it will 
prefently appear, that Cyo nwell did not in- 
tend this regulation fhould be exactly ob- 
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ferved. Thefe Members, thus impowered, 
made no fcruple to call themielves a Parlia- 
ment, and chofe one Roufe for their Speak- 
er. The whole nation were furprifed to 
find themfelves under the dominion of fuch 
men, moft of whom were artificers or retail 
merchants. Amongit thefe Members was 
one Barebone, a leather-feller, who, in 
his neighbourhood, paffed for a notable 
fpeaker, becaufe he ufed to entertain them 
with long harangues upon the times. From 
this man, the people, in derifion, called 
them Barebone’s Parliament. I fhall Jeave 
this ridiculous Affembly for a moment, 
which did nothing worth remembering, to 
refume the recital of the war and the affairs 
between England and the United Provinces. 

The leiter, writ by the States-general to 
the Parliament, the 2oth day of April (the 
day on which the Parliament was diffolved) 
was referred to the Council of State, efta- 
blifhed by Cromwell and his Officers, till 
the new Parliament thould affemble. This 
Council, under the dire&tion of Cromwell, 
gave a favourable anfwer to the States, with 
hopes of a peace upon fending Plenipoten- 
tiaries to London. 

Barebone’s Parliament did nothing confi- 
derable in a feffion of more than five months ; 
nor was it called for that purpofe. At laft, the 
12th of December, the Speaker, with a good 
number of the Members, who knew Crom- 
well’s intentions, being affembled fooner 
than ufual, one of them rofe up and faid, 
that they were unequal to the burden laid 
upon them ; and therefore propofed a diflo- 
Jution of themfelves, and a refignation of 
the fovereign authority into the hands from 
whom it was received. This propofal met 
with a ready and unanimous approbation. 
Then the Speaker and all the prefent Mem- 
bers, without waiting for thofe who were 
not yet come, left their feats, and went di- 
reStly to Cromwell and the Council of Offi- 
cers: To whom they declared, that they 
found themfelves incapable ofthe truft re- 
- in them, refigned the inftrument they 

ad received, and befought them to take 
care of the Government. Thus Cromwell 
and his Council of Officers were cnce more 
invefted with the fupreme power, by that 
Parliament on which themfelves had con- 
ferred their pretended authority. It is ma- 
nifeft this had been refclved from the calling 
of the Parliament, in order to derive a Par- 
liamentary authority to thofe who had, by 
their own power, diffolved the former Par- 
lament. This artifice was fo grofs, that 
Cromwell's belief to impofe upon the people 
is amazing. But any abfurdity is fwallow- 
ed by means of an irrefift.ble power. 

Two days after, the Council of Officers, 
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by virtue of the authority lately given them 
by the Parliament, declared, that, for the 
future, the government of the republic 
fhould refile in a fingle perfon, namely, 
Oliver Cromwell, Captain-general of the 
forces of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; 
who fhould have the title of Proteétor of the 
three kingdoms, and be affifted by a Coun- 
cil of twenty-one perfons, 

The 16th of December, the Council of 
Officers fent for the Commiffioners of the 
Great-feal, with the Lord-mayor and Al- 
dermen of London, and, informing them 
that Cromwell was made Proteétor, caufed 
to be read, in their prefence, a writing called 
the Inftrument of Government; the fub- 
ftance whereof was: I. A Parliament to 
be called every three years by the Pro- 
teGtor. II. The firft to aflemble on the 
third of September, 1654. III. No Par- 
liament to be diffolved, till they have fat 
five months. IV. Such bills, as are offer- 
ed to the Proteftor by the Parliament, if 
not confirmed by him in twenty days, to be 
laws without him. V. That his Council 
fhould not exceed the number of one-and- 
twenty, nor be lefs than thirteen. VI. That, 
immediately after the death of Cromwell, 
the Council fhall chufe another Protecior, 
before they rife. VII. That no Proteétor, 
after the prefent, fhall be General of the 
army. VIII. The Prote&tor fhall have 
power to make war and peace. IX. That 
the Protector and his Council may make 
laws, which fhall be binding to the fubjeét, 
during the intervals of Parliament. Afier 
the reading of this inftrument, Cromwell 
took an oath to obferve it to the utmoft of 
his power. Then he was conducted to 
Whitehall with great ceremony, Lambert 
carrying the fword of ftate before him ; 
and, from that time, the title of Highnefs 
and Lord Prote&tor was given him. Im- 
mediately after, he was proclaimed as fuch 
in London, and then in the three kingdoms, 
which formed but one Commonwealth. The 
city of London invited him to a fplendid 
entertainment, where the folemnity of his 
reception was fuch as had been at any time 
performed to the King. 

The peace between England and the 
United Provinces was at laft concluded, and 
the treaty figned the fifth of April, 1654. 
By this treaty, Cromwell made great ad- 
vantage of the neceflity, the States were un~ 
der, to make peace. They could not ob- 
tain it, without promifing to pay large fums 
for the damages done to the Englith thirty 
years fince. They confented to ftrike to 
the fhips of the Commonwealth, as they 
had before done to thofe of the King. They 
intirely abandoned the intereft of Charles 
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the Second, and obliged themfelves to re- 
ceive no exile from England into their do- 
minions. They promifed to reftore to the 
Englifh twenty-two merchant-fhips, confif- 
cated by the King of Denmark, or to pay 
their full value. In this treaty I find no 
mention of the navigation-aét, which had 
been the caufe of the war. It is likely, 
either that article was adjufted in a private 
and particular treaty, or the States were 
contented with a bare promife, that they 
fhould not be difturbed on account of that 
act. Laftly, by a feparate article, the 
States bound themfelves never to admit the 
young Prince of Orange to be their Stadt- 
holder, General, or Admiral. But this 
article was ratified only by the province of 
Holland, the other provinces, refufiag it, 
and Cromwell not judging it proper to con- 
tinue the war to fois them to it. Thus 
ended a war, which had been very warm on 
both fides, and inexpreffibly deftru€tive to 
both nations. It is faid, the two provinces 
of Holland and Zealand loft in it fifteen 
hundred hips, which fell into the hands of 
the Englith. And this very war, which 
had been undertaken to ruin Cromwell, 
ferved to advance him, as it obliged him to 
diffolve the Parliament for his own prefer- 
vation. 

Though the new Prote&tor met with a 
general fubmiffion, it was, however, with 
pretty open complaints of his ufurping the 
fupreme power, by a pretended title confer- 
red on him by men without authority. ‘Lhe 
Royalifts confidered Cromwell's advance- 
ment as a mortal wound to the King. 
The Prefbyterians were not much move 
pleafed with it; for, though their govern- 
ment {till fublifted in the church, they could 
hardly endure the liberty of con{cience en- 
joyed by all the Proteftants. Befides, they 
were excluded from the beft poits, which it 
was Cromwell's care to fill with men of 
approved fidelity to himfelf. ‘The Prefby- 
terians were, neverthele{s, carefled by him, 
becaufe their affiftance was needful to ac- 
complith his project of being confirmed in 
his dignity by a free Parliament, where, he 
forefaw, they would have a confiderable in- 
fluence. But he hated the Cavaliers, and 


kept them very low. This occafioned many 
confpiracies avainft him, the authors of 
which were rigoroufly punifhed, particu- 
larly Mr, Vowell and Mr. Gerard; the 
firt of whom was hanged in London, and 
the other beheaded in the Tower. 

At the fame time, and upon the fame 
fexffold, Don Pantaleon Sa, Knight of 
Malta, and brother of the Portugueie Am- 
baffidor, loft his head. That Gentleman, 
having quarrelled with the fame Mr. Ge- 
rard on the New-Exchange, returned next 
day with a ftrong retinue. Unhappily, he 
fingied out a man, in the croud, whom he 
miftook for Gerard, and, entering into a 
new quarrel, killed him, and others were 
wounded by his fervants ; after which, he 
retired to his brother, the Ambaffador’s. 
This tumult drew the people together, who 
furrounded the Ambaiiador’s houfe, and 
threatened to drag the criminals to juftice. 
Cromwell, being informed of ir, difpatched 
an Officer, with fome foldiers, to demand 
the murderers. The Ambatlador loudly 
complained of the infult offered him, andl 
demanded an audience of the Protector ; but 
was refufed, and told, that, if the criminals 
were not delivered, the people would not 
be eafily appeafed, nor could the Protector 
anfwer for the confequences: That, as a 
man had been killed, and feveral wounded, 
juftice muft be fatisfied. In the mean time, 
the people con inued their noife and me- 
naces ; fo that the Ambaffador, feeing him- 
felf too weak to refilt, was at lait forced to 
deliver up his brother, and the rett that 
were concerned, in expectation of after- 
wards obtaining their pardon. But, Crom- 
well continuing inflexible, the Portuguefe 
Gentleman was beheaded in the Tower, 
and his accomplices hanged at Tyburn. 
I pretend not to decide whether this a&t of 
juttice could be done, without a violation of 
the privilege of Ambailadors ; or whether 
Cromwell had not done better, in conni- 
ving at the prifoner’s efcape. I hall only 
fhew, very briefly, that the prefent junéture 
was not favourable to the Ambaflador, nor 
the King, his Mafter. 

[{ To be continued. ] 


A Letter from Henry Eeles, E/q; to the Rayal Society, concerning the Caufe of 
the Afcent of Vapour and Exhalation, and thofe of Winds; and of the general 
Phenomena of the Weather and Barometer. From the Philofophical Trant- 


actions, Vol. XLIX, Part I. 


GENTLEMEN, 
HE great honour you have dcnz re, 
in accepting my letter concerning the 
caufe of thunder, has emboldened mz to 


proceed in part of what I therein propo%d, 
viz. to endeavour to fhew, that the fire, 
which is made apparent hy electrical expe- 
timen's, i$ the principal caufe of the afcent 
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of vapour and exhalation; and that the 
Jower part of our atmofphere is, by that 
means, kept more homogeneal tha an 1S ge- 
neraily fuppoled, and fitter for relpiration, 
vifion, &c. and that clouds of heterog ge- 
neous maiter are kept filpended, at their 
ufval height, merely by this fire. To which 
I have added fomething concerning the 
caufe of the winds, and to expla‘n the ge- 
nera) phaenomena of the weather and baro- 
meter. 

But, as I muft now contradict fome ge- 
nerally received opinions, ir may be thought 
decent to make fome apology for offcring 
my own. But I hhall not take up your 
time in fo doing ; for, if they carry an ap- 

earance of truth, I need not make an spo- 
Jogy for them; if they appear falfe, they 
cannot injure thofe opinions, which they 
conuad'& ; and then [ have but one apo- 
logy to im: ake, which is, to acquiete, and 
fincerely afk your pardon for having trou- 
bied you with them. ) 

It is agreed, that the efcent of vapour 
and exhalation through the air may be ef- 
tected tuo ways; by impalle, and an alie- 
ration of their {pecific gravity. 

That vapour docs not generally afcend 
by impulle, may be proved by many fami- 
har expe:iments, viz. Put boiling water in- 
to a vel ict, and then empty it, and hold the 

veliel with the aperture downwards : ‘The 
vapour, which is afterward . expelled from 
the veficl, mutt be in a direétion down- 
ward 5 but we find, that, as foon as it hes 
got but a very little below the rim of the 

eff}, it has its diveciion altered, and _af- 
ends by the laws of foce fic gravity. The 
fame thing may be ob! erved iw all boiling 
velfels, where the vapour is emitted in a 
dire@tion downward; or, in eclJ weather, 
when the vapour cf a man’s breath may be 
feen, let him breathe downward, and the 
direGtion of his breath will be prefently al- 
tered, as in the former cafe. Since then 
vapour does afcend withovt any other im- 
pulfe than that, which is incident on all bo- 
dies afcendirg by ihe laws of {pecific gravi- 
ty 5 itis nectilaiy to inguire, how the fpe- 
gravity of vapour is altered to caufe 
fent. This is egies fuppofed to 
> by fill s of water with ra- 
sified air, until the diameter of ‘ihe ve! 2 
ten or more times the diameter of a crop of 
water, competes of the fame conitinuent par- 
ticles ; and that the veficle, by this meas 
becomes fpecifically lighter than air Rut I 
think, that this c anot be done {0 eaiily, as 
it has been generally imagined ; and, when 
done, it will not be fuficient for the pur. 
pale; whica wil appear from the tcllow- 
ing conh lerations ; ‘ 
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Firft, the great difficulty in forming thofe 
veficles, efpecially of the particles of dry bo- 
dies carried off by exhalation, and filling 
them with rarefied air, while the exterior 
air remains condenfed. Secondly, That 
there is not any allowance made for the 
weight of the included air. Thirdly, The 
conttituent particles of water are but very 
lite (if at al!) alrered in their fpecific gra- 
vity. Fourthly, That this thin velicle can 
never be a fufficient boundary between the 
exterior condenfed air and the interior air, 
fo exceedingly rarefied. And therefore, as 
the denfity of air is proportional to the force 
compreffing it, it follows, that the interior 
air mult be fuddenly comprefled (and the 
veficle with it) until it be of equal denfity 
with the exterior air; in whici ftate the 
veficle is not more fitted for afcending, than 
if the fame conft:tuent watery particles were 
formed into a fpherical drop. 

For here 1 muft beg leave to fet afide 
a falfe reafoning, which I have found in 
many approved writers on this fubjeé&t, who 
aficit, that the fpecific gravity cf bodies is 
altered by a mere increafe of furface, upon 
their being divided into minute parts. 

Which is wrong ; for the fpecific gravity 
of any body is only to be altered by making 
that body occupy a greater or les piopor- 
tion of fpace. It is evident, that, upon di- 
viding a body into parts, the furface in- 
cresfes according to the number of p:rts, 
but the properuon of fpace occupied (and 
confequenily the fpecific gravity) remains 
the fame. ‘Take a cube, whofe fide is ten 
inches, the furface is fix hundred inches, 
the fpace occupied one thoufand cubic 
inches ; divide that cube into a thoufand 
cubes 3 the furface will be increafed to fix 
thoufand fquare inches, but the {pace occu- 
pid will remain a thoufand cubic inches, 
and therefore the fpecific gravity will re- 
main the fame: And fo on, divide it into 
2s many parts as you pleafe. Indeed, bo- 
dies by an incresfe of furface meet a greater 
rehitance in pafiing through any medium 3 ; 
but, J toink, refittance and {pecific gravity 
are here carefully to be diftinguifved : For 
that refifance, whi ‘ch prevents the inking of 
the minute parts of a body, in a fluid fpeci- 
fically li_hter, muft equally retard their af 
cent in the fame fluid; and therefere can 
never be the canfe of their afcendiog. 

But Jet us fuppef, that this veficle is 
formed and fil led with rarefied air, and af- 
cending through the atmofphere ; itis plain, 
from another caufe, that it cannot remain 
fo during afew feconds of time: For no 
folar or culinary heat can expand air fo as 
to make it permanent in that ftate, in a ve- 
ficle of vapour afcending through the open 

atmo- 
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atmofphere, for the fpace of cne minute. 
For it is evident, that metallic bodies, 
heated many degrees hotter than boiling 
water, and exceedingly larger than the af- 
cending veficle, cool in a few feconds, when 
expofed to the open atmofphere. For in- 
fiance, mechanic operators, in tempering of 
fmall dril!s, only ‘heat them red-hot in the 
flame of a lamp, and then waving them 
three or four times through the air, find 
them not enly cold, but hardened by their 
fudden cooling, fo as to be fit for cutting 
other parts of the fame fteel, which has 
been cooled more gradually. Now the ve- 
ficles, being exceedingly fmuller than the 
points of {uch drills, muft cool much quicker, 
and the included air be condenfed equal to 
the circ.mambient air almoft inftantaneoul- 
ly ; in which ftate the veficle is not jitter 
for afcending than that portion of water 
was before the veficle was formed: [For, 
though the furface of the water is vaftly in- 
creafed by the form of the velicle, which 
may retard the defcent of it through the 
air, yet that form mult equally obftru€ its 
afcent ; and, the fpecific gravity of the 
confliiuent particles remaining the fame, 
I cannot fee how the increale of furface 
can aid its afcent. And here I mult ob- 
ferve, that it has not yet been explained, 
how water can be dilated { fo, a3 to occupy 
eight hundred or a thoufand times the {pace, 
which it naturally does. For I think the 
greateft expanfion it fuf¥ers by boiling (the 
greatelt heat we can give it) 1s not more 
than a nineteenth or twentieth part of what 
li was before. 

But, tepp: ofing the veficles formed and af- 
cending, there is ftill a very neceflary power 
wanting, I mean repulfion, to p eorent their 
running into contact (by their 
tradjion) and forming larger mafies ; in 
which ftate they would immediately ce- 
fcend. Now let us fuppote, that they of 
cend by impulfe 5 : i ificul 
explain their motions, wh:ch are evident to 
fenfe. For, if they afcend by impulfe, their 
motion muft be continually retarded by their 
gravity, ond the obftrustions cf the air, un- 
til they arrive at their great br, which 
mut always be in prepoition to their firit 
velocity 5; and then they muft deiccnd by 
the laws of tpecific gravity, as all other bo- 
dies do. The velocity, with which we ge- 
nerally fee vapour afcend, is not fuilicient to 
carry it a few yards in height; and there- 
fore, if there were no ste ex caufe of afcent 
but impulfe, the vapours —_ exhalations 
nuft be pretty equab! ag uiufed over the 
furface of the earth, afcer ding to a fall 
height, and immediately defcending again 3 
or, if if we:e p-Mfible for them to float at 
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that height, the confequence mutt be a per- 
How far the great ufes of vi- 
fion wou.d be obfiruded or loit in this caie, 
I need not mention ; nor need I fay, how 
pining it would prove to refpiration, 
fince mankind have agreed to call fogs un- 
who fome. However, when I come to {peak 
of the ules of eleStrical fire in animal life, I 
fhall fay fomething on this fubjeét. 

However neccliary an impullive power 
may be in the firft emiffion ot vapour and 
exhalation from their mafles, I think it evi- 
dent, from the flowne(s of their afcent, that 
it cannot carry them to that height, where 
clouds are ufually formed; much lefs is it 
poffible, that it fhould be the caufe of their 
floating there for many days, as we fee they 
do. This can only be done by an altera- 
tion of their fpecific gravity, uil they are 
brought into an equilibrium with part of 
the atmofphere where they float. 

It now remains to inquire, by what means 
this may be done; fince neither impulfe, 
rarefaStion of the air, or any formation of 
their par's by expantion (which I know of) 
feem fufficient for the purpofe. 

There appears to me but one way of al- 
tering the fpecific gravity of the particles 
of vapour and en to render them 
lighter than air: Which is by adding to 
each particle a fufi ient quantity of fome 


fiuid, whofe claflicity and rarity are ex- 
ceedingly g -reater than that of the ar. That 
the fluid or fire of electricity is fuch, 1 be- 


lieve will be eaily granted me: But, how 
far it is adzpted to this purpofe, we niult 
inquire f om expernments, 

Bat firf, let me not be thought ab‘urd in 
faying, that the Creator mght have thought 
preper to adapt this fluid to this particular 
purpofe. For the purpofe is great; no leis 
than al! vegeta ion and anim: il life’ depend- 
ing on the afceat and decent of vapour and 
exhalat on, 





I necd not run into a prolix detail of 
eleGiiical experiarents to prove the proper- 
tics of th's fire, which are much better 


known to you; althouwg! I have made fome 
experiments, which, perhaps, have not yet 
come before you 3 by which it appears, that 
ai! fumes ariting trom fire, whetaer blozing 
iteans 
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«Mt { all 
boiling or warm water, 
fluids, and the breath of man, and of all 
othe : animals, and all ithe effiuvia thrown 
o% by perfpiration, are ttrongly electritec. 
Bat I thall not trouble you with thele, ull 
I come to fpeak of the ufes of this fire in 
animal Jife. I fhall now only mention a 
few, which are well known, and which are 
to my purpofe. Firtt, That defulro 
tion, by which it tiies off from an eleSirified 
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body to any number of non-eleétrics, which 
are brought within the {phere of its a€tivity 
and affeétion, until it be equally diffufed 
through all. Secondly, That the {phere of 
its aétivity is increafed by heat. Thirdly, 
That this fire does not mix with air. 
Fourthly, That it intimately pervades wa- 
ter, and many other bodies, covering their 
fuperficies to a certain diftance ;_ which dif- 
tance is not in proportion to the bulk of 
the body éleétrified, but in proportion to 
the ftate of activity of the eleétrical fluid. 
Fifthly, This ele&trical fluid readily joins 
with any fire, which fumes, or rather with 
the blaze or fumes of any fire; but will not 
mix or fly off with the fire of red-hot iron, or 
any other metal, which does not fume. I have 
not met with this in any writer on eleétri- 
city, but I have proved it by experiments. 

Now, to thew, that this electrical fire or 
fluid is the principal caufe of the afcent of 
vapour and exhalation, we need only prove, 
that it atends all vapour and exhalation, 
and that in fuch quantity, as is neceffary to 
render them fpecificaily lighter than the 
Jower part of the atmofphere. 

i fall not undertake to determine, by 
what caule vapour and exhalation are de- 
tached. from their mafles, whether by the 
folar or culinary fire, or by the vibrations 
of the electrical fluid rendered more attive 
by thofe fires; though I am led to think 
the latter. But it is evident, that they are 
emitted in exceeding minute diflinét par- 
ticles, and that thefe particles mult pals 
through that ele€trical fluid, which fur- 
rounds the furface of the mafs; and that, 
by that means, they muft be equally elec- 
trfied with the mafs; that is, they muft 
be covered with the electrical fluid to as 
great a diftance from their fuperficies as 
the mafs is covered ; which mult always 
be in proportion to the ftate of sétivity of 
the electrical fluid. In which ftate, when 
they have pafled the furrounding fluid, 
they muft be repelled by it, and alfo repel 
each other ; and if each particle of vapour, 
and its furrounding fluid, occupy a greater 
fpace than the fame weight of air, they mutt 
be fitted to afcend till they come in zequili- 
brium with the upp:r end rarer part of the 
atmofphere; where they mutt iloat, until 
their fpecific gravity is altered. As it is 
very difficult to affign the magnitude of 
each particle of vapour and exhalation, and 
that of the furrounding fluid; and to thew, 
that both, taken together, occupy a greater 
portion of fpace than the fame weight of air ; 
we can only apply to experiment, to fhew, 
that it is poflible that it may he fo; and 
that wiil thw, that in all probability it is fo ; 
fince it is evident, that every particle muft 
be endued with a portion of this electrical 


fire or fluid, and that there is not any other 
fufficient caufe affigned for their afcending. 

Tt is evident, that, upon electrifying any 
light matter, fuch as down, or the downy 
parts of feathers, their fpecific gravity is 
much leffened ; and that, by holding ano- 
ther eleétrified body under them, they may 
be driven upwards at pleafure. It is alfo 
evident, from experiment, that, the more 
you divide the parts of fuch bodies, the 
more of their fpecific gravity they will loofe 
by being electrified ; and by dividing them 
into very minute parts, I have found, that 
they afcended to a confiderable height after 
they were eleétrified. From whence I think 
it highly probable, that the exceeding {mall 
particles of vapour and exhalation may be, 
and are, fufficiently eleétrified to render 
them fpecifically lighter than the Jower air ; 
and that they do afcend by that means. 
And that they will afcend proportionally 
higher, as the furrounding fiuid is propor- 
tionally greater than the particle, which is 
carried up. 

It may be now thought neceflary to thew 
what becomes of our vapour and exhala- 
tion above, or how they are to come down 
again. But I mult here beg your patience, 
while I endeavour to thew, that the afcent 
and defcent of vapour and exhalation, at- 
tended by this fire, is the principal caufe of 
all ovr winds. In doing of which, I hope 
to bring down the vapour and exhalations, 
and to explain the general phenomena of 
the weather and barometer. 

It being admitted, that wind is only air 
put into motion, many have been the con- 
jectures how that motion is caufed. Among 
which, the motion of the earth, and the 
air’s being rarefied by the fun, feem to ftand 
firft. The trade-winds being moft regu- 
lar, and occupying a confiderable part of 
the globe, it has been thought proper firft 
to account for them, from the aforemen- 
tioned caufes. 

But I think, that thefe caufes by them- 
felves are not fufficient for the motion of 
thofe winds, and much Jefs fo for the irre- 
gular motion of all the other winds. If 
the apparent motion of the air was occa- 
fioned by the diurnal revolution of the earth 
from weit to eaft (by the air’s being left be- 
hind) the motion mutt be found more re- 
gular, and very different from what it is ; 
tor in that cafe the greateft motion muft be 
at the equator, and from thence leffen by 
regular degrees to the poles; and muft be 
continued always equally one way, both 
day and night, and at all feafons. But we 
find quite the contrary; the m ft gentle 
gales blowing at the equator and between 
the tropics pretty fteadily, one way al day 
long, and dying away at night ; while high 
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winds and ftorms, blowing all manner of 
ways, are found in the higher latitudes. I 
fhali not detain you to fhew, that the fun’s 
rarefying air cannot fimply be the cau‘e of 
all the regular and irregular motions, which 
we find in the atmofphere ; but 1 thal] pro- 
ceed to what, J think, is the caufe, viz. the 
afcent and defcent of vapour and exhalation, 
attended by the eleétrical fire, or fluid. 
You are well acquainted with the calcu- 
lations (by fundry authors) of the quantity 
of vapours raifed in a day ; but I will ven- 
ture to fay, that all thofe, which I have met 
with, fall exceedingly fhort of the quantity 
raifed in the torrid zone. Now, all this 
vapour and exhalation, being buoyed up by 
the ele&trical fire, muft add a column to the 
air (though of a different matter) at leaft a 
thoufand times greater than the vapour and 
exhalation taken up; which column muft 
neceflarily force the adjacent part of the in- 
éumbent air upwards; and muft as necefla- 
rily be reaéted upon by the incumbent air, 
to reftore the zequilibrium of the whiole air. 
And, as it cannot be readily forced down 
again, it muft float off, at that altitude, to- 
ward thofe parts, where little or no addi- 
tion has been made to the atmofphere ; and 
by that means muft propel the air on the 
horizontal level with it, and that below it, 
as it is itfelf propelled by the weight of the 
incumbent air. And that motion muft be 
from the equator (where the greateft quan- 
tity of vapour, &c is raifed,) toward the 
poles, and partly to the weit; as the co- 
Jumn of vapour is always rifing from eaft 
to weft, as the earth turns toward the fun. 
For here we muft confefs, that the fun is 
the great agent in detaching vapour and ex- 
halation from their maffes ; whether he a&ts 
immediately by himfelf, or by his rendering 
the electric fire more aétive in its vibrations : 
But their fubfeqvent afcent I attribute in- 
tirely to their being rendered {pecifically 
lighter than the lower air, by their con- 


7? 


jun&tion with this eleStrical fire. The fire, 
which furrounds the vapour, beginning to 
condenfe, and the vapour to fubfide, in paf- 
fing the tropics, becomes a greatet prefiure 
on the air beneath, and by that means forces 
fome part back into the tropics, in the place 
of that air protruded by the afcent of the 
vapour, &c. and the remainder in a direc- 
tion toward the poles. The common ro 
tation of the air in coming in below, to 
fupply the place of that part carried up by 
any fire, may explain this motion, To 
fhew, how this motion muft tend to the 
welt, we muft confider, that the colunin of 
air, raifed by the afcending vapour, &c. 
is at its greateft altitude to the ecaft; and 
therefore muft prefs that air to the weft- 
ward, which is continually protruded by 
the vapours, &c. beginning to afcend from 
eaft to weit ; and the compreiied air at the 
tropics muft tend to the weftward, till their 
forces meeting make the motion in‘irely to 
the weft. The air itfelf being rarefied, and 
carried up by the reflection of the intenfe 
heat of the fun (for heat, in flying off from 
all bodies, does afcend through the air with 
great velocity) may be a confiderable addi- 
tional caufe of thefe trade-winds ; but never 
can be the fole caufe of all the erratic winds. 
As I am not fufficiently informed of the 
particular formation of the globe, to account 
for all the irregular winds within the tro- 
pics, I thall only venture to fay, that, where 
fuch happen, it muft be by means of fome 
tra&ts of land, which rife to a greater height 

above the horizontal level, than vapours 

gencrally do; by which the motion of the 
vapours is itopped, and the vapour accu- 

mulated by fucceeding vapour, and the air, 

upon which they float, is of confequence 

prefled into a new dire&tion. And from 

hence may alfo be explained the caule of 

the rains, particularly fo called in the fea 

language. 

[To be continued. } 


Grants for the Year 1756. 


NOVEMBER 24, 1755. 


Ro maintaining 50,000 men, including 9138 marines, for 


the fea-fervice 


NOVEMBER 28. 


For affitting the diftreffed people of Portugal 


DECEMBER 8, 


f. ‘$e de 


2.600,000 0 oO 





100,000 0 °O 





For maintaining 34,263 effeStive men for guards, garrifons, and 


other land-forces in Great-Britain, Guernfey, and Jerfey 


930,603 6 g 


For land-forces and garrifons in the plantations, Minorca, and Gi- 
braltar ; and for provifions for the garcifons in Nova Scotia, New- 


foundland, Gibraltar, and Providence 





298.534 
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Brought over 3,929,138 4 7% 
For the office of Ordnance for the land. fervice _ — 152.435 5 6 
For defraying the extraordinary expence of ditto, not provided for 
by Parliament —_ -- — =_ 146,721 15 2 
299,157 0 8. 
DEceMBER 15. 
For fubfidies to the Emprefs of Ruffia ~ 300,000 0 oO 
For ditto to the Landgrave of Heife-Caffel — _ $4,140 12 6 
For ditto to the Elector of Bavaria — _ 10,000 0 Oo 
164,140 12 6 
DECEMBER 18. 
For the ordinary of the Navy, including half- pay to Sea-officers 219,021 3 0 
For carrying on the works of the new hofpital at Hafler, near Gofport 20,000 0 o 
For Greenwich-hofpital, for 1756 _ _ 10,000 0 oO 
For Cheliea-hofpital, for 1756 _- _ _ 53:955 19 6 
302,977 2 6 
DECEMBER 22. 
—_ ~ — 91,919 10 © 


For ten regiments of foot 
FEBRUARY 3, 1756. 
For a free gift or reward to the colonies of New England, New York, 


ee 




















and New Jerfey, in America _ - 115,000 0 O 
For Sir William Johnfon, as a reward for his fervices — 5,000 0 oO 
120,000 0 O 
FEBRUARY Io. 
For fupporting and maintaining the colony of Nova Scotia, for 1756 553032 19 0 
For defraying the charges incurred by fupporting that colony, in the 

year 1754, and not provided for by Parliament —_— 687 2 7 
For eleven troops of light dragoons _ _ 49,628 11 3 
For defraying the extraordinary expences of the land-forces, &c. in 

the year 1755, not provided for by Parliament os 75335 7 3 
For allowance to the feveral Officers and private Gentlemen of the two 

treops of horfe-guards, and regiment of horfe reduced, and to the 

fuperannuated Gentlemen of the four troops of horfe-guards, for 

1756 — oe res “~- 3539 5 10 
For the reduced Officers of the land-forces and marines, for 1756 38,000 0 O 
For the widows of reduced Officers, for 1756 —— 2,484. 0 © 
For the colony of Georgia, upon account, from June 24, 1755, to 

June 24, 1756 —— — 3,557 10 © 
For the royal American reziment of foot, for 1756 --- 81,178 16 oO 
For making good the deficiency of the half-fubsidies of tonnage and 

poundace, to the sth of Jannary, 1756 — _ 71,18t 2 3% 
For defraying the extraordinary expences of John Roberts, in de- 

fending Cape-Coatt Cattle, &c. againit the Dutch and French, in 

the year 1750 _ _ _ _ 6,032 7 ft 

337,157 1 32 
FEBRUARY 12. 
For making fatisfaction for the Spanith thip Anna Maria y St. Fe- 

lix, taken in the Weit-Indies after the ceflation of hoftilities 13,869 7 10 
For buildings, rebuildings, and repairs of his Majetty’s thips, for 1756 200,000 0 © 
For diicharging the Navy debt _ —_ _ 300,000 0 O 

5132869 7 10 
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Mareu 2. 





For purchafing houfes, &c. in order to widen ftreets, &c. from Cha- 


ring cro{s to Weftminiter-bridge 


APRIL 8. 


For the deficiency of laft year’s grant 


For ereiing a monument to the memory 


Weltminfter-abbey 


For fupporting the Britith forts and fettlements on the coaft of Africa 


May 3. 
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£: 5. de 

Brought over 5,808,358 19 5 

ous _ — 10,000 0 90 
_ 3,038 6 10 


of Capt. Cornewall, in 


3,008 0 oO 
10,000 0 oO 





16,038 6 10% 





For defraying the charges of 6544 Heflian troops, from the 23d of 


February, 1756, to the 24th of December following, both inclufive 


163,357 9 9 


For two regiments of foot, ordered from Ireland to America, and 
four regiments of foot on the Ivith eftablifhment, ferving in North 


America and the Eaft- Indies, for 1756 


79:91 6 © 


For enabling the Governors of the Foundling-hofpital to receive all 
children, under a certain age, brought to that hofpital after the 








firt of June, and before the 31ft of Decenrber, 17 56 - 30,000 © Oo 
253.272 15 9 
May 8. 
For maintaining 8605 Hanoverian troops, from the 11th of May, 
1756, to the 24th of December following, both inclufive 121,447 2 6 


May 33. 
To enable his Majefty to difappoint and defeat any defigns of his 
enemies, as the exigency of affairs may require _ 





1,000,050 0 Oo 


AY 17. 


To make good the engagements with the King of Pruffia 


Total of the grants for 1756 -- 
Toial of the grants for 1755 was == 


So that thofe for 17.56 exceed the laft by 


20,000 90 O 











1,020,000 0 Oo 

~ one 79229,137 4 63 
_ _ 4073779 11 6 
- = 391559337 13 OF 


To the Proprietors of the Universal MaGazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


At a Time when the whole Attention of the Nation feems to be fixed on a late inglorious Ex- 
pedition, I hope you will think the following Memoirs of Vice-admiral BEN Bow (a true 
Friend to his Country, though foamefully deferted by bis Captains) worthy a Place in your 
Magazine ; as they will foew, that formerly Cowardice did not go uupunifhed, nor thofe, 
ewho dared to abandon the Iuterefis of their Country, efcape with Impunity. 


HE honourable John Benbow, Efq; 

Vice-admiral of the Blue fquadron, 
was one of the moft eminent Englith feamen 
mentioned in our hiftories. He was born 
about the year 1650, and defcended froma 
very ancient, worthy, and honourable fa- 
mily in Shropfhire, though his father, Co- 
lonel John Benbow, and moft of his rela- 
tions, were extremely reduced by their loyal 
adherence to King Charles the Firft, and 
by the readinefs they fhewed to aflift King 
Charles the Second in the recovery of his 
rights, when he advanced with the Scots 
army as far as Worcefter ; from which ac- 





Your's, Ge. K. L. 


cidental poverty, fome have reprefented this 
Admiral as of mean parentage, though di- 
reCily contrary to truth. 

His father, dying when he was very 
young, left his fon John no other provifion 
than his profeffion, namely, the fea; a pro- 
feffion to which he had naturaily a great 
propenfity, and in which he fucceeded fo 
happily, that, before he was thirty years of 
age, he became mafter, and in a good mea- 
fure owner, of the hip called the Benbow- 
frigate, employed in the Mediterranean 
trade ; in which he had probably acquired 
a “ eftate, if an accident, that happened 
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to him in the laft voyage he made, had not 
given a new turn to bis fortune, and intro- 
duced him into the Britith navy, in which 
he ferved with equal reputation to himfelf, 
and the advantage of his country, to which 
he rendered many important fervices. 

In the year 1686, in his own fhip above- 
mentioned, he was attacked, in his paflage 
to Cadiz, by a Sallee rover, againfl whom 
he defended himfelf, though very unequal in 
the number of men, with the utmoft brave- 
ry, till at lat the Moors boarded him, but 
were foon driven out of the thip again, with 
the lofs of thirteen men, whole heads Cap- 
tain Benbow ordered to be cut off, and 
thrown into a tub of pork-pickle. On his 
arrival at Cadiz he went afhore, and order- 
ed a negro fervant to follow him, with the 
heads of the Moors in a fack. He was 
fcarce landed, betore the Officers of the re- 
venue afked his fervant, What he had in 
his fack ? The Captain anfwered, * Salt 
provilions for my own ule.” 6 That may 
be, replied the Officers, but we muft infitt 
upon feeing them.’ Captain Benbow al- 
Jedged, that he was no {tranger there, that he 
did not ufe to run goods ; and pretended to 
take it ill, that he was fufpeéted. The Of- 
cers told him, that the Magiftrates were fit- 
ting not far off, and that, if they were fatisfied 
wih his word, his fervant m-ght carry the 
povifions where he pleafed, but that other- 
wife it was not in their power to grant any 
fuch difpenfation. The Captain confented 
to the propofal, and away they marched to 
the Cuftom-houfe, Mr. Benbow in the 
front, his man in the center, and the Offi- 
cers in the rear, The Magiftrates, when 
he came before them, treated Captain Ben- 
bow with great civility ; told him they were 
forry to make a point of fuch a trifle; but, 
as he had refufed to fhew the contents of his 
fack to their Officers, the nature of their em- 
ployments oblized them to demand a fight 
of them ; and that, as they doubted not but 
they were falt provifions, the fhewing them 
could be of no confequence one way or the 
other. ¢€ I told you, Gentlemen, faid the 
Captain fternly, they were falt provifions 
for my own ufe. Czfar, throw them on 
the table; and, Gentlemen, if you like 
them, they are at your fervice.’ 

The Spaniards were exceedingly ftruck 
at the fight of the Moors heads, and no lefs 
aftonifhed at the account of the Captain’s 
adventure, who, with fo finall a force, had 
been able to defeat fuch a number of Bar- 
bavians. They fent an account of the whole 
affuir to Madrid, and Charles the Second, 
then King of Spain, was fo pleafed with it, 
that he would fce the Englifts Captain ; wha 
made a journey to court, wheie he was re- 


ceived with the greateft marks of efteem, 
and not only difmiffled with a handfome 
prefent, but his Catholic Majefty was alfo 
pleafed to write a letter in his behalf to 
King James, who, upon the Captain’s re- 
turn, gave him a thip ; which was his ine 
troduétion into the Royal navy. 

Afier the revolution, he was conftantly 
employed, and frequently, at the requeft of 
the merchants, appointed to cruife in. the 
channel, where he did very great fervice, as 
well in protecting our own trade, as in an- 
noying and diftrefling that of the enemy. 
He was alfo generally made choice of for 
bombarding the French forts; in which he 
fhewed the moft intrepid courage, by going 
in perfon in his boat to encourage and pro- 
tect the Engineers, who, for that reafon, 
were very follictous that he fhould com- 
mand the efcorts, whenever they went upon 
thofe hazardous enterpriles, in which, they 
knew, he would not expofe them more than 
was abfolutely neceflary, and that he would 
put them upon running no fort of danger, 
in which he did not willingly take his fhare. 
It is certain, that feveral of thofe dreadful 
bombardments had very great effects, {poil- 
ing feveral forts, and terrified the French to 
a very great degree, notwithftanding all the 
precautions their Government could take to 
keep up their {pirits. 

The vigour and a€tivity of Captain Ben- 
bow, in every fervice on which he was em- 
ployed, recommended him fo effeétually to 
his Royal Matter, King William, who was 
hoth a good Judge of men, and always wil- 
ling to reward merit, that he was very early 
promoted to a flap, and intrutted with the 
care of blocking up Dunkirk, the privateers 
from that port proving very detrimental to 
our trade, during all that war. 

In 1695, we find him thus employed with 
a few Englifh and Dutch fhips, when the 
famous Du Bart had the good fortune to 
efcape him with nine fail of clean thips, 
with which he did a great deal of mifchief 
both to our trade, and alfo to that of the 
Dutch. Rear-admiral Benbow, however, 
followed him as well as be could; but the 
Dutch thips, having, or pretending to haye, 
no orders, quitted him; which hindered 
him from going to the Dogger-bank, as he 
intended, and obliged him to fail for Yar- 
mouth roads, into which he was hardly 
come, before he received advice, that Du 
Bart had fallen in with a Dutch fleet of 
feventy merchant-men efcorted by five frie 
gates, and that he had taken all the latter, 
and thirty of the veflels under their convoy 3 
which, in all probability, would have been 
prevented, if the Rear-admiral had failed, 
as he propofed, to the Dogger-bank, and 
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éoiild have perfuaded the Dutch to have 
continued with him. As it was, he fafely 
convoyed a large fleet of Englith merchant- 
fhips to Gottenburgh, and then returned to 
Yarmouth-roads, and from thence to the 
Downs for a fupply of provifions. He af- 
terwards reftimed the defign of feeking Du 
Bart, but, his thips being much cleaner 
than the Rear-admiral’s, he efcaped him a 
fecond time, though once within fight of 
him; he, however, fafely convoyed home 
three rich Ealt-Indiamen, that came north 
about 

In 1697, he failed the tenth of April 
from Spithead, with feven third rates and 
two fire-fhips, and after fome time return- 
ed to Portimouth for provifions ; after 
which he had the good fortune to join the 
Welt-India and Virginia fleets, which he 
faw fafe into port ; and returned to his 
{tation off Dunkirk. 

On the thirtieth of July, Rear admiral 
Vandergoes joined him, with eleven Dutch 
fhips ; when he propofed, that one of the 
{quadrons fhould be fo placed as that Dun- 
kirk might be fouth of them, and the other 
in or near Oftend-rcad, that, if Du Bart 
fhould attempt to pafs, they might the bet- 
ter difcover him ; but all the antwer he re- 
ceived from the Dutch Commander was, 
That, his thips being foul, they were not in 
a condition to purfue him. Rear-admiral 
Benbow, being difappointed in this project, 
immediately formed another; for, obferv- 
ing, in the beginning of Augutt, that ten 
French frigates were hauled into the bafon 
to clean, he judged their defign to be (what 
it really proved) to put to fea the next 
fpring-tide ; and therefore, as his thips were 
all foul, he wrote to the Admiralty to de- 
fire, that four of his beft failing fhips might 
be ordered to Sheernefs to clean, and that 
the other might come to the Downs, not 
only to take in water, which they very 
much wanted, but alfo to heel and fcrub; 
which he judged might be done, before the 
next fpring-tide gave the French an oppor- 
tunity of getting over the bar. But this 
was not then thought advifable, though he 
afterwards received orders for it, when it 
was too late. By this unlucky accident, 
the French had an opportunity given them 
of getting out with five clean thips, though 
the Admiral purfued them as well as he 
was able, and fome fhips of his fquadron 
had the good luck to take a Dunkirk priva- 
teer of ten guns and fixty men, which had 
done a great deal of mifchief. This was 
one of the laft ations of the war; and the 
Rear-admiral foon after received orders to 
return home with the (quadron under his 
command, 
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It is very remarkable, that, as the difap- 
pointments, we met with in the courfe of 
this war, occafioned very loud comp!aints 
againft fuch as had the direStion of our 
maritime affairs, and againft feveral of pur 
Admirals, there was not one word faid, in 
any of the watm and bitter pamphlets of 
thofe times, to the prejudice of Benbow. 
Cn the contrary, the higheft praifes were 
beitowed on him, in many of thofe pieces, 
and his vigilance and aétivity made him 
equally the darling of the feamen and the 
merchants; the former giving him always 
the ftrongeit marks of their affection, and 
the latter frequently returnicg him thanks 
for the fignal fervices he did them, and for 
omitting no opportunity that offered in 
protecting their commerce, even in cafes 
where be had no particular orders to dire& 
or require his fervice. But we are to con- 
fider thefe paffages as inftances only of h's 
merit and their gratitude, and not imagire 
them in any degree owing to his affecti: g 
popularity ; which was by no means tLe 
cafe. He was a plain downright feaman, 
and fpoke and asted, upon all occafions, 
without any refpect of perfons, and with the 
utmoft freedom. A remarkable inftance 
we have in his aniwer to the King, who 
confulted him about a famous queltion of 
thefe times: Whether it was molt expedi- 
ent to prefer tars, as they were called, or 
Gentlemen in the navy ? Mr. Benbow, tho’ 
he confidered himfelf, as he was confidered 
by all the world, as one of the former, yet 
he told the King it was fafelt to employ 
both, and that the danger lay in prefersing 
Gentlemen without merit, and tars beyond 
their capacities. 

After the conclufon of the peace of Ryf- 
wyck, and even while the partition treaties 
were negotiating, King William formed 
a defign of doing fomething very confijer- 
able in the Weit-Indies, in café his pacific 
views fhould be difappointed, or Charles 
the Second of Spain fhould die fuddenly, as 
was daily expected. There were indeed 
many reafons, which rendered the fending 
a fquadron, at that time, into thofe parts 
highly requifite. Our colonies were in a 
very weak and defencelefs condition; the 
feas fwarmed with pirates; the Scots had 
eftablifhed a colony at Darien, which, un- 
fortunately for them, gave the Eng!ih little 
fatisfaGtion, and, at the fame time, highly 
provoked the Spaniards. 

King William himfelf fixed upon Rear- 
admiral Benbow to command this {guadron, 
which proved but a very fall one, confilt- 
ing only of three fourth-rates ; and, when 
he went to take vpomr him his command, 
he received private inftruGtions from the 
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King to make the beft obfervations he could 
on the Spanifh ports and fettlements, but 
to keep as fair as poflible with the Gover- 
nors, and to afford them any affiftance he 
could, if they defired it. He was alfo in- 
ftructed to watch the galleons, for Charles 
the Second of Spain was then thought to be 
in a dying condition. 

Rear-admiral Benbow failed in the 
month of November, 1698, but did not ar- 
sive in the Weft-Indies till the February 
following, where he found things in a very 
indifferent fituation. Moft of our colonies 
were in a fad condition, many of them en- 
gaged in warm difputes with their Gover- 
nors; the forces, that fhould have been kept 
up in them for their defence, fo reduced by 
ficknefs, defertion, and other accidents, that 
little or nothing could be expeéted from 
them ; but the Admiral carried with him 
Colonel Collingwood’s regiment, which he 
cifpofed of to the beft advantage in the Lee- 
ward Iflands, 

This part of his charge being executed, 
he began to think of performing the other 
part of his commiffion, and of looking into 
the ftate of the Spanifh affairs, as it had 
been recommended to him by the King ; and 
a proper opportunity for doing this very foon 
offered ; for, being informed, that the Spa- 
niards at Carthagena had feized two of our 
thips, with an intent of employing them in 
an expedition, they were then meditating, 
againft the Scots at Darien, he, like a brave 
public-fpirited Commander, as he really was, 
refolved to prevent it, and reftore thofe 
thips to their right owners. With.this view, 
he ftood over to the Spanifh coaft; and, 
coming before Boccachica Caftle, he fent 
his men afhore for wood and water; which, 
though he afked with great civility of the 
Spanifh Governor, he would fcarce permit 
him to take: This highly exafperated the 
Admiral, who fent his own Lieutenant to 
the Governor with a meflage, importing, 
that he not only wanted thofe neceffaries, 
but that he came likewife for three Englith 
fhips, that lay in the harbour, and had been 
detained there for fome time; which, if not 
fent immediately, he would come and take 
by force. The Governor anfweréd him in 
very refpeétful terms, That, if he would 
leave his prefent ftation, in which he feem- 
ed to block up their port, the fhips fhould 
be fent out tohim. With this requeit the 
Admiral complied ; but, finding the Go- 
vernor trifled with him, and that his men 
were in danger of falling into the coun 
diftemper (which they fulpeéted the Spanith 
G.vernor forefaw) he fent him another mef- 
fage: That if, in twenty-four hours, the 
fhips were not fent him, he would come 


and fetch them; and that, if he kept them 
longer than that time, he would have an 
opportunity of feeing the regard an Englifh 
Officer had to his word. The Spaniards, 
however, did not think fit to make the ex- 
periment, but fent out the fhips within the 
limited time ; with which the Admiral re- 
turned to Jamaica. On his arrival, he re- 
ceived an account, that the Spaniards at 
Porto Bello had feized feveral of our thips 
employed in the flave-trade, on the old pre- 
tence, that the fettlement at Darien was a 
breach of the peaces At the defire of the 
parties concerned, the Admiral failed thi- 
ther alfo, and demanded the fhips; but re- 
ceived a furly anfwer from the Admiral of 
the Barlovento fleet, who happened to be 
then at Porto Bello. Rear-admiral Ben- 
bow expoftulated with him on this head, 
infitting that, as the fubjeéts of the crown 
of England had never injured thole of his 
Catholic Majefty, he ought not to make 
prize of their thips for injuries done by ano- 
ther nation. The Spaniard artfully re- 
plied, That, fince both crowns fiood on the 
fame head, it was no wonder, that he took 
the fubjects of one crown for thofe of the o- 
ther. After many altercations, however, and 
when the Spaniards faw, that the colony at 
Darien received no affiftance from Jamaica, 
the thips were reftored. 

On his return to Jamaica, towards the lat- 
ter end of the year, he received a fupply of 
provifions from England, and, foon after, 
orders to return home; which he did, with 
fix men of war, taking New-England in his 
way, and arrived fafe, bringing with him, 
from the plantations, fufficient teftimonies 
of his having difcharged his duty ; which 
fecured him from all danger of cenfure, 
tho’ the Houfe of Commons exprefled very 
high. refentment at fome circumftances that 
atiended the fending of this fleet. But, in 
regard to the Admiral, the greateit compli- 
ments were paid to his courage, capacity, 
and integrity by all parties; and the King, 
as a fignal mark of his kind acceptance of 
all his fervices, granted him an augmenta- 
tion of arms, which confifted in adding to 
the three bent bows, he already bore, as 
many arrows, 

It may be eafily imagined, that, during 
the time the Rear-admiral was in the Weft- 
Indies, the face of affairs was greatly chan- 
ged; indeed, fo muci: they were changed, 
that the King was forced to think of a new 
war, though he was fenfible the nation fe- 
verely felt the effeéts of the old one. His 
firft care, therefore, was to put his fleet 
into the beft order poffible, and to confer 
the command of it on Officers that he could 
Cepend upon; and to this it was Mr, Ben- 
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bow owed his being promoted to the rank of 
Vice-admiral of the Blue. He was at that 
time cruifing off Dunkirk, to prevent, what 
was then much dreaded here, an invafion. 
There was, as yet, no war declared between 
the two crowns; but this was thought no 
fecurity againft France, and it was no 
fooner known, that they were fitting out a 
ftrong fquadron at Dunkirk, than it was 
firmly believed to be intended to cover a de- 
feent. Vice-admiral Benbow fatisfied the 
Miniftry, that there was no danger on this 
fide ; and then it was refolved to profecute, 
without delay, the projeéts formerly con- 
certed, in order to difappoint the French in 
their views upon the Spanith fucceflion ; 
and, to facilitate this, it was thought ne- 
ceflary to fend immediately a flrong fqua- 
dron to the Weft-Indies. This fquadron 
was to confilt of two third rates and eight 
fourths, which was as great a ftr-ngth as 
could be at that time fpared; and it was 
thought abfolutely neceffary, that it fhould 
be under the command of an Officer whofe 
courage and conduét might be relied on, 
and whofe experience might give the world 
a good opinion of the choice, it being ima- 
gined that the fuccefs, or at leaft the conti- 
nuance, of this war would, in a great mea- 
fure, depend upon the right management of 
this expedition. Mr. Benbow was thought 
on, by the Miniftry, as foon as the expedi- 
tion was determined ; but the King would 
not hear of it: He obferved, that Benbow 
was, in a manner, juft returned from thence, 
where he had met with nothing but difficul- 
ties, and therefore it was reafonable fome 
other Officer fhould take his turn. Ac- 
cordingly, one or two were named and con- 
fulted ; but either their health or their affairs 
were in fuch diforder, that they moft ear- 
neftly defired to be excufed. Upon which, 
the King faid merrily, to fome of his Mi- 
nifters, alluding to the appearance of thefe 
Gentlemen : * We], then, I find we mutt 
fpare our beaux, and fend honeft Benbow.’ 
His Majefty, accordingly, fent for him upon 
this occafion, and afked him, Whether he 
was willing to go to the Welt-Indies? af- 
furing him, if he was not, he would not 
take it at all amifs, if he defired to be excu- 
fed. Mr. Benbow frankly anfwered, that 
he did not underftand fuch compliments ; 
that he thought he had no right to chufe his 
ftation ; and that, if his Majefty thought 
proper to fend him to the Eaft or Weft 
indies, or any-where elfe, he would chear- 
fully execute his orders, as became him. 
Thus the matter was fettled in very few 
words, and the command of the Weft-India 
{quadron conferred, without any mixture of 
envy, on our Vice-admiral Benbow. 


To conceal the defign of this quadron, 
but, above all, to prevent the French from 
having any juft notion of its force, Sir 
George Rooke, then Admiral of the fleet, 
had orders to convoy it as far as the ifles of 
Scilly, and to fend a ftrong fquadron with 
it thence to fee it well into the fea; all , 
which he punétually performed; fo that 
Admiral Benbow departed in the month of 
O&tober, 170%, the world in general be- 
lieving that he was gone with Sir John 
Murden, who commanded the fquadron 
that accompanied him, into the Mediter- 
ranean; and, to render this more credible, 
the Dutch Minifter at Madrid was ordered 
to demand the free ufe of all the Spanifh 
ports ; which was accordingly performed. 

As foon as it was knowa in England, 
that Vice-admiral Benbow was. failed for 
the Welt-Indies, with ten fhips only, and 
alfo that the Jarge armament at Brelt was 
intended for the fame part of the world, a 
great clamour was raifed here at home, as 
if he had been fent to be facrificed, and hea- 
vy reflections were made upon the inaflivity 
of our grand fleet; whereas, in truth, the 
whole affair had been conduSted with all 
imaginable prudence, and the Vice-admiral 
had as ftrong a fquadron, as, all things ma- 
turely weighed, it was, in that critical junc- 
ture, thought poffible to be fpared. It is 
certain, that the King formed great hopes of 
this expedition, well knowing, that Mr. 
Benbow would execute, with the greateft 
fp‘rit and punctuality, the inftru&tions he 
had received ; which were, to engage the 
Spanifh Governors, if poflible, to difown 
King Philip, or, in cafe that could not be 
brought about, to make himielf malter of 
the galleons. 

The French had the fame reafons as we 
to be very attentive to what pafled in the 
Welt- Indies ; and it muft be acknowledged, 
that they profecuted their defigns with great 
wifdom and circumfpeétion ; and (which is 
very extraordinary) they fent for this pur- 
pofe a force much fuperior to our’s ; which, 
however, would have proved of Jittle confe- 
quence, if Admiral Benbow’s Odicers had 
acted as bravely as himflf. 

Admiral Benbow’s fquadron, confitting 
of two third and eight fourth rates, arrived 
at Barbadoes on the 3d cf November, 170» 
from whence he failed to the Leeward 
Iilands, in order to examine the ftate of our 
own Colonies, and alfo thofe of the French. 
The latter he found in fome confufion, but 
the former in fo good a fituation, that he 
thought he ran no hazard in leaving them 
to go to Jamaica ; and, at his arrival, had 
the pleafure of finding his whole fleet in fo 
good a condition, that he had not occafion 
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to fend above ten men to the hofpital. At 
Jamaica he received advice, that two French 
f{quadrons were arrived in the Weft- Indies, 
which greatly alarmed the inhabitants both 
of that ifland and Barbadoes. After taking 
care, as far as his ftrength would permit, of 
both places, he formed a defign of attacking 
Petit Guavas ; but, before he put his defign 
into execution, he received intelligence, that 
the French Admiral, M. Du Catfe, was in 
the neighbourhood of Hifpaniola, with a 
fquadron of French men of war, intending 
to fettle the flave-trade in favour of the 
French, and deftroy that of the Englifh and 
Dutch. 

Upon this he detached Rear-admiral 
Whetftone in purfuit of him, and, on the 
arth of July, 1702, failed himfelf from Ja- 
maica, in order to join the Rear-admiral ; 
but, on hearing that Du Caffe was expected 
at Leogane, on the north fide of Hifpaniola, 
he plied for that port, before which he ar- 
rived on the 27th. Not far from the town 
he perceived feveral fhips at anchor, and 
one under fail, who fent out her boat to dif- 
cover his ftrength, which coming too near 
was taken. ‘The Admiral learned from 
this boat's crew, that there were fix mer- 
chantmen in the port, and that the thip they 
belonged to was a man of war of fifty guns, 
which the Admiral preffed fo hard, that the 
Captain, feeing no poffibility of efcaping, ran 
the fhip on fhore, and blew her up. On 
the 28th the Admiral came before the town, 
where he found a fhip of about 18 guns 
hauled under their fertifications, which, 
however, did not hinder his burning her. 
The reft of the thips had failed in the night, 
in order to get into Cul de Sac, a better and 
fafer harbour ; but fome of our fhips, be- 
tween them and that port, took three of 
them, and funk a fourth. ' 

‘The Admiral, after alarming Petit Gua- 
vas, which he found impoflible to be at- 
tacked, failed for Donna Maria Bay, where 
he continued till the roth of Auguft, when, 
on receiving advice that Du Caffe was failed 
for Carthagena, from whence he was to 
proceed to Porto Bello, he refolved to fol- 
Jow him, and accordingly failed that day 
for the Spanith coaft of Santa Martha. 

On the rgth of Auguit in the afternoon, 
he difcovered ten fail near that place, fteer- 
ing weltward along the fhore under their 
top-fails ; four of them were from fixty to 
feventy guns, one Jarge-fhip, Dutch built, 
of about thirty or forty, another full of {cl- 
diers, three fall veflels and a floop. 

The Vice-admiral coming up with them, 
about four the engagement began. He had 
difpofed his line ot battle in the following 
manner ; the Defiance, Pendennis, Wind- 
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for, Breda, Greenwich, Ruby, and Fal< 
mouth. But two of thefe thips, viz. the 
Defiance and Windfor, did not ftand above 
two or three broadfides, before they loofed 
out of gun-fhot, fo that the two fternmoft 
fhips of the enemy lay on the Admiral, and 
gauled him very much ; nor did the hips in 
the rear come up to his affiftance with that 
diligence they ought to have done. The fight 
continued, however, till dark, when the fir- 
ing ceafed, though the Admiral kept them 
company all night. The next morning at 
break of day he was near the French thipsy 
but none of his fquadron except the Ruby 
was with him, the reft being three, fours 
or five miles aftern. Notwithftanding which, 
the French did not fire a gun at the Vice- 
admiral, though he was within their reach. 
At two in the afternoon the French drew 
into a line, but at the fame time made all 
the fail they could from the Englith. The 
Vice-admiral and Ruby however kept them 
company all night, plying them with their 
chace-guns. ‘Thus the Vice-admiral con- 
tinved purfuing, and fometimes fkirmifhing 
with the enemy, for four days more ; but 
was never duly feconded by feveral thips of 
his fquadron. The 23d about noon, the 
Admiral took from them a fimall Englifft 
fhip, called the Anne Galley, which they 
had taken off Lifbon ; and, the Ruby being 
difabled, he ordered her to Port Royal. 
About eight at night the whole fquadron 
was up with the Vice-admiral, and the ene- 
my not two miles off. There was now a 
profpeét of doing fomething, and the Vice- 
admiral made the beft of his way after 
them, but the whole {quadron, except the 
Falmouth feli aftern again. At two in 
the morning of the 24th, the Vice- Admiral 
came up with the enemy’s fternmoft thip, 
and fired his broad- fide, which was returned 
by the French thip very brifkly ; and about 
three the Vice-admiral's right leg was bro- 
ken to pieces by a chain-fhot. In this con- 
dition he was carried down to be dreffed, 
and, while the Surgeon was performing the 
operation, one of his Lieutenants exprefled 
great concern for the Jofs of his leg ; upon 
which the Admiral faid to him, ‘I am 
forry for it too, but I had rather have loft 
them both, thin have feen this difhonour 
brought on the Englifh nation. But, do ye 
hear, if another fhot fhould take me off, 
behave like brave men, and fight it out.” 
As foon as it was practicable, he caufed 
himfelf to be carried up, and placed, with 
his cradle, on the quarter-deck, and con- 
tinued the fight till night. They then dif- 
covered the ruins of one of the enemy's 
fhips, that carried feventy guns ; her main- 
yard down, and fhot to pieces ; her fore- 
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top-fail yard thot away, her mizzen maft 
fhot by the board, all her rigging gone, and 
her fides tore to pieces. The Admiral foon 
after difcovered the enemy ftanding towards 
him, with a ftrong gale of wind. The 
Windfor, Pendennis, and Greenwich, a- 
head of the enemy, ran to the leeward of 
the difabled fhip, fired their broadfides, 
pafled her, and ftood to the fouthward. 
Then came the Defiance, and fired part of 
her broadfide, when, the difabled fhip return- 
ing about 20 guns, the Defiance put her helm 
a-weather, and ran away right before the 
wind, lowered both her top-fails, and ran 
into leeward of the Falmouth, without any 
regard to the fignal of battle. The enemy, 
feeing the other two fhips fland to the fouth- 
ward, expected they would have tacked 
and ftood towards them, and therefore they 
brought their heads to the weftward ; but, 
when they faw thofe fhips did not tack, 
they immediately bore down upon the Ad- 
miral, and ran between their difabled thip 
and him, and poured in all their fhot, by 
which means they brought down his main- 
top-fail yard, and fhattered his rigging very 
much, none of the other fhips being near 
him, or taking the leaft notice of his fig- 
nals, though Captain Fog ordered two guns 
to be fired at the fhip’s head, in order to 
= them in mind of their duty. The 

rench, feeing things in this condition, 
brought to, lay on their difabled thip, re- 
manned and took her in tow. The Bre- 
da’s rigging being much fhattered, the was 
forced to lie by till nine o’clock, and, being 
then refitted, the Admiral ordered the Cap- 
tain to purfue the enemy, then about three 
miles to leeward, his line of battle fignal 
being out all the time ; and Captain Fog, 
by the Admiral’s orders, fent to the other 
Captains, to order them to keep their line, 
and behave like men. Upon this Captain 
Kirby came on board the Admiral, and 
told him, * He had better defi(t, that the 
French were very ftrong, and that from 
what pafled he might guefs he could make 
nothing of it.” The brave Admiral, more 
furprifed at this language, than all that had 
hitherto happened, faid very calmly, that 
this was but one man’s opinion, and there- 
fore made a fignal for the reft of the Cap- 
tains to come on board, which they did in 
obedience to his orders ; but fell too eafily 
into Captain Kirby’s fentiments, and, in 
conjunction with him, figned a paper im- 
porting, * That there was nothing more to 
be done,” though at this very time they had 
the fineft opportunity of taking or deftroy- 
ing the enemy’s whole f{juadron ; for our’s 
confifted then of one thip of feventy guns, 
one of fixty-four, one of fixty, and three of 


fifty, their yards, mafts, and in general all 
their tackle in as good condition as could 
be expeéted, the Admiral’s own thip ex- 
cepted, in which their lofs was confiderable, 
but in the reft they had only eight killed and 
wounded ; nor were they in any want of 
ammunition neceflary to continue the fight. 
The enemy on the other hand had but four 
fhips of between fixty and feventy guns, 
ene of which was entirely difabled and in 
tow, and all the reft very roughly handled ; 
fo that even now, if thefe Officers had done 
their duty, it js very certain they might 
have taken them all; but, being thus de- 
ferted by his Officers, the brave Admiral 
determined to give over the fight, and re- 
turn to Jamaica, though he could not help 
declaring openly, that it was contrary to his 
own opinion, in prejudice to the public fer- 
vice, and the greateft difhonour that ever 
happened to the Britifh navy. 

The French glad of their efcape conti- 
nued their courfe to the Spanifh main; and, 
immediately after their arrival at Cartha- 
gena, M. Du Cafle, wrote the Admiral a 
letter, the original of which is ftill in the 
hands of the family, and the tranflation 
follows : 

Sir, 

I had little hopes on Monday laft but to 
have fupped in your cabbin, it pleafed God 
to order it otherwife; Iam thankful for it. 
As for thofe cowardly Captains, who de- 
ferted you, hang them up, for by-———they 
deferve it. Your's, Du Caffe. 


On the arrival of the Englith fquadron at 
Port Royal, the Vice-admiral ordered thefe 
Officers who had fo fcandaloufly mifbe- 
haved to be confined ; and immediately af- 
ter direled a commiffion to Rear-admiral 
Whetftone to hold a Court-martial for their 
trial; which was accordingly done, and, 
upon the fulleft and cleareft evidence, Ri- 
chard Kirby, Captain of the Defiance, and 
Cooper Wade, Captain of the Greenwich, 
were found guilty of cowardice, &c. and 
condemned to be thot. Great intereft was 
made to the Queen in favour both of Kir- 
by and Wade, but to no purpofe, warrants 
for their execution being lodged in all the 
ports, and they were fhot the fame day they 
came into Plymouth, 

As for Vice-admiral Benbow, though he 
fo far recovered from the fever induced by 
the lofs of his leg, as to be able to attend 
the trial of the Captains who fo thameful- 
ly deferted him, and thereby vindicated his 
own honour and that of the nation; yet he 
continued in a declining way, partly from 
the heat of the climate, but chiefly from 


that grief which this mifcarriage occafioned, 
as 
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as appeared by his letters to his Lady, in 
which he exprefled much more concern for 
the condition in which he was like to leave 
the public affairs in the Welt-Indies, than 
for his own. During all the time of his 
illnefs, he behaved with great calmnefs and 
fence of mind, having never flattered 
imfelf, from the time his leg was cut off, 
with any hopes of recovery, but fhewed an 
earneft defire of being as ufeful as poffible 
whilft he lived, giving the neceffary orders 
for ftationing the fhips of his fquadron, for 
protecting commerce, and incommoding the 
enemy. Hecontinued thus diicharging his 
duty to the laft moment, for, dying of a foit 
of confumption, his fpirits did not fail him 
till very near his end, and his fenfes con- 
tinued found to the day he expired, which 
was the fourth of November, 1702. His 
royal Miftrefs fpoke of his death, when the 
heard of it, with great tendernefs and con- 
cern; and it may be truly faid, that no 
man of his rank was more fincerely regret- 
ted by the bulk of the nation. His fifter 
made a prefent of his picture to the corpo- 
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ration of Shrewfbury, who caufed it to be 
hung up in their town-hall, where it re- 
mains as a teftimony of the regard his 
countrymen have for the memory of fo wor- 
thy a man, fo gallant an Officer, and fo 
true a patriot, who manifefted his love to 
his country, not by fair profeffions and fine 
fpeeches, but by {pending his whole life in 
her fervice. 

We thall conclude with obferving, that 
the tars are remarkably fond of claiming 
Benbow as their own ; and are fure to men- 
tion him upon every difpute when the vir- 
tue of the tars is called in queftion. Ben- 
bow and Shovel are their favourites ; they 
were both failors, rofe by being failors, and 
prouder of that acquifition than of their 
flags. Men, who by a long courfe of obe- 
dience learned how to command, and who 
dire&ted fuch as’ ferved under them, as 
much by example as orders. In fine, men 
diftinguifhed in and by their profeflion, and 
who, dfter many years employment, left 
behind them {mall fortunes, and great re~ 
putations. 


The King of Sweden’s Letter to the States. 


To the States affembled. 
if Longed for the meeting of the States, 
that I might open my heart to them, 
and lay before them, as my beft friends, 
not only what concerned me, but alfo what 
regarded their own interett. 

The States will eafily call to mind the 

extraordinary way in which Providence was 
leafed to make choice of me to be their 
ing. Amidft the moft difaftrous circum- 
ftances, and when almoft every appearance 
was againft me, I was elected by a free 
choice folely dire€ted by that hand which 
can alone remove all human obftacles. The 
fond defire of wearing a crown was not 
my motive for acquiefcing in this choice. 
My Situation amply fatisfied my ambition ; 
I lived in quiet, and was happy. I obeyed 
the call of Heaven ; my ele&tion feemed to 
be the Lord’s doing, and therefore I thought 
it my duty to fubmit. 

God is my witnefs with what hearty af- 
fe€tion I embraced the interefts of this king- 
dom ; with what ardent zeal I laboured to 
unite the minds of all my people, and infpire 
them with love to their country ; and to 
fulfil all the offices which Providence had 
impofed upon me in fuch a divine and mi- 
raculous manner. Agreeable to my aét of 
fecurity, I have facrificed myfelf for the 
maintenance of the laws and liberties of the 
kingdom. I have always laboured with 
pleafure to obtain what the States thought 
would be of advantage tothem. Free from 


all reprehenfible foreign engagements, mar- 
ried to the beft of women, and my family 
yearly increafing, I could never regard the 
interefts of Sweden, but as my own and my 
children’s. It hath been my conftant defire, 
from the beginning to this minute, to make 
my kingdom happy ; and to the meafures [ 
took for this end I owe the molt pleafing 
moments of my life. 

T am now to acknowledge, with inex- 
preffible concern, that in the execution of 
my defigns, efpecially fince the meeting of 
the Diet, I meet with difficulties that make 
me very fenfible of the weight of a crown, 
I thought that in the exercife of the royal 
power I was to have no other dire€tor, un- 
der the word of God, but my own con- 
fcience, and the form of government, my 
aé&t of fecurity and the fundamental laws 
of the kingdom; and I imagined that none 
could, without my knowledge, ieffen or ex- 
tend their bounds contrary to the {pirit and 
letter agreeable to which I accepted and 
fwore to obferve them. I thought that, as 
I looked upon the promife I had made be- 
fore God and the States to be facred and 
inviolable, I might require of my fubjeéts 
the performance of their promife made with 
equal folemnity to me; and I could not 
expect that they would infringe the VIIIth 
article of the form of government to ftrip 
me of my rights founded in law.” 

I have neverthelefs the mortification to 
find on every occafion my aw 
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duftrioufly incroached upon, and harder 
conditions preferibed to me than thofe the 
King my predeceffor fubmitted to. 

I leave it to the States to determine whe- 
ther there be any obfcurity in the law, or 
whether the manner of interpreting it throws 
an ambiguity upon it. Whatever it be, the 
Senators who have undertaken to anfwer 
for the true fpirit of the laws have fignified 
to me their fentiments by feveral reprefen- 
tations; which, I cwn, have greatly fur- 
prifed me, being fuch as I did not expect. 

If their interpretation be juft, I am ata 
lofs to know how far my at&t of fecurity 
binds me, and how far I am at liberty to 
examine whether the counfels and advices 
given me by the Senate be confiftent with 
my oath and the diétates of my confcience : 
Tam reduced to a worfe ftate than that of 
the meaneft Swede, who cannot be com- 
pelled to aft againft his confcience. If I 
cannot {peak my fentiments, my act of fe- 
curity lofes its force ; it becomes abfolutely 
ultlels, when no regard is paid to my opi- 
nion. In fhort, 1 know not whether I am 
mafter in my own houfe: At lea(t the re- 
monftrance of the 23d of December lait 
Jeave me room to doubt it. 

God, who fearcheth all hearts, knows 
my invariable difpofition to conform to the 
laws, and what pains I have taken to be- 
ftow places only on perfons capable of fill- 
ing them worthily. The rules I followed 
in the difpofal of employments might have 
been known from the time I came to the 
fettlement of my hereditary dominions. At 
my acceffion to this crown my firft care was 
to extirpate thofe abules which had been 
introduced into all parts of the kingdom 
contrary to law, of buying and felling 
places. In the exercile of the power given 
me by the XLth article of the form of go- 
vernment, and the IXth of my aét of fecu- 
tity, I have always had regard to men’s me- 
rit and fervices. Neverthelefs, when I have 
thought it my duty to pafs by the perfon 
recommended to me, by nomination of ano- 
ther, though perfeétly legal, has been voted 
againft. 

At one time, capacity was not to be pre- 
ferred to length of fervice ; at another, the 
perfon’s abilities gained him the preference, 
though he had ferved a Icfs number of years 
than the perfon named by me. I have feen 
fo much inconfiftency on this head, that at 
this hour I am ftill at a lois how to 2é& fo 
as to pleafe every cne. 

I make not thefe complaints from any 
diftruft in the Senators; I {peak only of the 
manner in which the fpirit of the laws hath 
been for fome time pait chalked out to me, 
Icaunot give up the prerogtive yefted in 


me by the confitution of the kingdom. 
Several places I have left vacant, that the 
States might judge whether I deferve the 
reproaches I am loaded with. Rules have 
been diétated to me, and recommendations 
have been made to me that never were dif- 
patched by the States ; and yet it was 1epre- 
fented to me that I ought to be guided by 
them in the difpofal of places. All this is 
evident from the protocol of the 22d of Fe- 
bruary laft. Without confulting me in the 
leaft, fuch orders have been fent to my Offi- 
cers, as belonged only to a King to give. 
But what chiefly wounds my delicacy, 
degrades the royal authority, and imbit- 
ters the exercife of its functions, are the 
repeated harfh and undeferved reproaches, 
contained in divers remonftrances, accufing 
me of acting contrary to my akt of fecurity 5 
of admitting foreigners into the adminiftras 
tion of the Jaws; of givinz occafion to mea- 
fures deftructive of the public liberty, of 
fuffering myfelf to be led by evil Counfl- 
lors, and other fimilar imputations which I 
cannot recall to mind without bluthing. All 
this is found in the protocols, particulerly 
thofe of September 9, Odtober 23 and 30, 
December 23 and 24, 1754, and in the 
protocol of revifion of September 2, 1755. 
Thefe ideas have given rife to difturbances, 


apprehenfions, end diftruits; an! io fhoals 
of papers and pamphlets tending ‘o infti- 
gate my faithful fubjeéts to ara: in defence 


of their liberty, as if it had been in danger 
from me. It is upon this that in the an- 

guifh of my heart I complain to the States. 
I can believe that the Senators of the 
kingdom made theft reprefentations only 
in difcharge of their duty: The States are 
to judge. In. this café, I have no refent- 
ment againft the Senztors: But they ought 
alfo to believe, and for this I appeal to 
their con{fciences, that I have never delibe- 
rately ated againit the fundamental Jaws 
and liberties of the kingdom, my act of fe- 
curity, and the privileges of the States, and 
that I have conftantly embraced fuch prin- 
ciples as tended to the fupport of thofe laws. 
I promife myfelf, therefore, from the fides 
lity of the States, that they will labour ta 
remove every ftumbling block. I again {o- 
lemnly proteft that the Jiberties of the king- 
dom are as facred and dear to me as to any 
Swede whatever, and that I will chearfully 
fpill the laft drop of my blood for their fup- 
port.’ Let the States on their part Jend at- 
tention to what I am going to declate to 
them, viz. That from this moment I can- 
not hold the reins of government with any 
fatisfa€tion, if they do not inform me dif- 
tin&ly on what footing I may for the future 
exercife without trouble the rights znd pre- 
roga- 








A, — 











82 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


rogatives of my royalty, without giving 
room for differences to {pring up every mo- 
ment between me and the Senate, and with- 
out incroaching on the liberty of the States. 
When the States fhall have marked out to 
me this path, they may be affured that I 
will faithfully follow it, and that I will be 
the principal fupport of their liberties and 
privileges, that I may thereby promote the 
welfare of the country and the fafety of 
every individual, agreeable to the {pit of 
the laws and ordinances. 

Let the States deliberate freely, for God's 
fake, on the contents of this declaration. 
May the God of peace and concord infpire 
and blefs their deliberations. To obey the 
cal] of Heaven I came into this kingdom. 








territories and dignities I was invefted with : 
I honeftly bound myfelf by oath to your 
country. Jai fill refolved to facrifice for 
its true intereft all I have in the world: 
But if, contrary to all expeétation, I am 
Jaid under an inability of manifefting the 
integrity of my heart and my fervent zeal 
for the welfare of Sweden, I had rather, 
and have long been ready to, refign a f{cep- 
ter entrufted to me by God and the free 
choice of the States, and to renounce a 
crown, rather than to continue to wear it 
in continual anguith, and on a footing un- 
worth of royal majefty. 
ADOLPHUS FREDERICUS, 
Stockholm, July 6, 1756. 


The BRITISH MUSE: Containing original Poems, Sones, &e 


Jo the Proprietors of the UnNiversaL MacGazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Several of your Subfcribers defire you would infert the following Extra& from a Poem ins 


titled, A Britith Philippic, iz your exter!aining ColleZion. 


Bir. are we plung’d in luxury fo deep, 

That reafon’s friendly hand is flretch’d 
in vain 

To {natch us from th’ inextricable lake ? 

We are: With caution maik the general 
run 

Of man, and obfervation will confirm 

The melancholy truth—Mad revelry 

And wild profufion rage beneath the roof, 

Where vir:ue and ceconemy adorn'd 

The courteous dwelling. Riot and debauch 

Have funk the hardy Briton’s manly frame 

‘To the lank fubftance of the ftarveling Gaul : 

His mind, his manners, with his perfon fhare 

‘The change, and all his dignity confitts 

In empty title—View that medley rout 

Of Statefmen, Nobles, fharpers, patiiots, 
pimps, 

At Arthur’s in no&turnal Senate met— 

See here the ruinous and mad effects 

Of luxury, av’rice, and inglorious eafe, 

That curfe of higher life~ Amid the group 

Mark that illuftrious bubble—This is he, 

‘The very man, whofe powerful eloquence 

Enchants the liftening Senates—this is he, 

The very Briton, whofe induftrious zeal 

For liberty o’erturns th’ oppreffive fchemes 

Of minifterial hirelings— Heaven and earth! 

‘That one, whofe patriot vigilance fecures 

The public weal, fhould thus neglect his 
own! 

That one, whofe vaft abilities would grace 

Creation in a more exalted fphere, 

Should fink his noble faculties in fports 

So dull, fo taftelefs, fo irrational ! 

Alas! what pity—but of this enough— 

With general view furvey the motley throng, 

And note the folemn buiinefs of the night«m 





Your's, Gc. K. K. 


Time-killing whift her filent votaries 
Employs, and anxious meditation fits 
On every penfive brow, revolving o’er 
The mazes of the deal—the game is donem. 
And now the cu!ly’d Noble js involvd =| 
In debts of honour to a fharping tribe, 
Beyond the prefent poffibility 
Of payment—What’s the neceflary mean 
To fet this honourable madman free 
From fuch enthralment?—Axe the dcbts 
fecur’d 
By mortgage ? No; his prudent anceftry 
Totail’d the manor—the rapacious claims 
Muft fill be fatisfied, or honour finks 
Beneath the weight of fhame—the {cheme 
is hit— 
Annuities are granted : He becomes 
The nominal pofleffor of his own, 
And yearly parcels out to rooks and knaves 
The ftipulated penfions—thus he toils ; 
Till, wearied of his Rewardthip and life, 
He calls the friendly bullet to his aid, 
And frees his clogg’d pofléflions from the 
claims 
Of annual cormorants, the prudent mean 
To fave his.family from want and fhame. 
But if, by fears of endlefs woe’ with. held 
From fuicide, he drags the galling chain 
Of his exiftence, what is to be done 
His fhatter’d fortunes to repair ?—The bait 
Is thrown ; his confcience ftruggles ; but at 
Tength 
Yields to neceffity’s all-conquering plea : 
He catches at the golden lure, and fells 
His country. Thus, in ftriving to avoid 
The lefs, he meets the greater ill, and 
draws 
Inhanc’d damnation on his guiltier head, 





I renounced my patrimony : I gave up the 


PRON 






































= 


Ss 





FOR AUGUST, 1756. 


AHymMwNun. 


1. 
EGIN the high celeftial Arain, 
My ravith'd foul, and fing 
A folemn hymn of grateful praife 
To heav'n’s almighty King. 


2. 

Ye curling fountains, as ye roll 
Your filver waves along, 

Whifper to all your verdant fhores 
The fubjeé&t of my fong. 


3. 
Retain it long, ye echoing rocks, 
The facred found retain, 
And from your hollow winding caves 
Return it oft again. 


4 

Bear it, ye winds, on all your wings 
To diftant climes away, 

And round the wide-extended world 
My lofty theme convey. 


Take the glad an of his name, 
Ye clouds, as you arife, 

Whether to deck the golden morn, 
Or thade the ev’ning {fkies. 


6. 
Let harmle% thunders roll along 
The fimooth zthereal plain, 
And anfwer from the cryftal vault 
To ev'ry flying frain. 


7° 
Long let it warble round the fpheres, 
And echo through the tky, 
Till angels with immortal fkill 
Improve the harmony. 
8 


While I, with facred rapture fir'd, 
The bleft Creator fing, 

Ard warble confecrated lays 
To heav’n's almighty King. 


The Rofe and other Flowers, a FABLE. 
In{eribed to a young Lady. 
Wi 7 HEN beafts could fpeak, and fea- 
ther’d birds 
Convers'd like us, and utter’d words : 
When things inanimate could chatter, 
And moralife on ev’ry matter : 
In blooming youth a fprightly rofe, 
Amid the flow’ry belles, arofe, 
‘That paint the garden's gay parterre, 
Rerfeif the thought the faireit there, i 
And thus the fpoke with flaunting air: 
Ladies, indeed, I maft confefs, 
T like the colours of your drefs ; 
That pretty lilly here fo white, 
That hyacinth enchants my fight. 
Yon foft carnation—how it pleafes, 
Aad fweetly, Zephyr, fcents thy breezes 5 
That jonquil too, or let me die, 
Is moft delighting to the eye— 


The jeflamin’s delicious fmell, 
I vow, [ relith very well— 
The tulip too her beauty fhares— 
But which of you with me compares ? 
How weil my red and white belpeak 
The charms that dwell on Delia’s check ! 
And then again the lover fips 
My fweets from Delia’s modett lips : 
By me young poets are fupply’d, 
Her bluth I give the bafhful bride ; 
And but for me how wond’rous faint 
Would be the artifts mimic paint! 
Me, when enliv’ning Phoebus greets, 
How taftelefS are Arabian fweeis! 
Behold, with fine expanded wings, 
Yon flutt’ring beaux, thofe bufy things, 
With wanton buz around me play, 
And court me all the live-long day. 
Behold my beauties well, and own 
Your center all in me alone ;— 
Whiere’er I dwell, in gardens bowers, 
Confefs me ftill the Queen of flowers, 
The humble cowflip thus reply’d, 
Infulting minx, we fcorn your pride; 
Your merit claims a place, "tis true, 
Among the firft for {mell and hue, 
But then remember, tho’ fo gay, 
Your reign is but a fingle day— 
Confider too nature beftows 
Not all her favours on the rofe ; 
In all the does there’s great defign, 
You have your ufe, and I have mine. 
You'll now, dear Kitty, fure be able 
To guefs the moral of my fable: 
That riches, beauty, titles, pow'r, 
Are but the trifles of an hour 
Pride ill becomes the nobleit breaft ; 
Still the moft modeft are the belt. 


Aun JENIGMA. 


IKE Eaftern Monarchs, ‘fcreen’d from 
vulgar eye, 

With triple wall fecur’d, at eafe I lie ; 
So grand my ftation, title fo elate, 
Ev'n Kings fubmiffive my precedence wait. 
Awful’s my prefence, form exceeding bright, 
Enitting broken rays of borrow’d light ; 
Wich, when collegted in a focus’ enc, 
A fpeedy flight, or inftant death, portend, 
To me the Hero bends the ftubborn knee, 
And dignifies remote pofterity. 
The fcourge of tyrants I, the patriot’s guard, 
The city’s glorious prize, and juft reward ; 
In point of honour nice, but friend fincere 5 
The badge of brav’ry, but the tool of fear. 

But why thould 1 attempt to veil my pride, 
Or longer my perfection ftrive to hide, 
When naked I command refpeét aloud, 
And firike a terror to the ob{equious crowd ! 
But gaily clad I feldom homage meet, 
And unregarded dance taro’ ev ry —- . 
L2 4 lial 
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A Loyal SONG. For Two Voices. 





~ Fame, Jet thy trumpet found, tell all the world around, Great 





Fame, let thy trumpet found, tell all the world a—round, Great 























Tell Rome 








George is King: Tell Rome and France and Spain, 
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Bri—-tan—nia fcorns their chain, Bri———tan—-nija fcorns their chain, 





Bii—tan—-nia_ fcorns —s their ~chain, Bri—--tan—-nia fcorns their chain, 








Great George is King, Great George is King, 


—< 
Great George is King, Great George is King. 
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2. 
May Heav’n his life defend, 
And make his race extend 
Wide as his fame ; 
Thy choiceft bleffings fhed 
On his anointed head, 
And teach his foes to dread 
Great George’s name. 
3. 
He peace and plenty brings, 
While Rome’s deluded Kings 
Wafte and deftroy. 


Then let his people fing, 
Long live our gracious King, 
From whom fuch bleffings fpring, 
Freedom and joy. 
ho, 4 
God fave our noble King, 
Long live our gracious King, 
God fave the King : 
Hark, how the vallies ring ! 
Long live our gracious King, 
From whom fuch bleffings {pring, 
God fave the King. 


A Nw COUNTRY DANCE. 
Cavendifh Court, er Look Sharp. 


The Minxet four Times, the laff Tune twice. 
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The firft man right hands with the fecond woman with the minuet ftep = 3 the firft woman do 
the fame with the fecond man 3, ; then right hands acrofs all four +. , and left hands back again 
=, 3 the firft man fet to the fecond woman and not turn =, ; the firft woman do the fame to the 
fecond man 2, ; then crofs over and turn your partner =, ; the firft couple caft up and caft off, 


and hands fix round =. 


On Mr. Vernon, being ftill out of Place. 
Nec pro Rege, nec Populo, fed utroque. 


EE, Vernon ftill approv’d the patriot true 5 
His country’s int’reft always firft in view *, 
Long e’re his flag was hoift’ in Bri:ain’s caufe, 
In Senate, he contended for her laws : 
Him ftrove, in vain, corruption’s art to hufh, 
And Bob employ’d, becaufe he cou’d not cruh, 
Iberia felt him on a diftant fhore ; 
When Britain’s light’ning, kindled, fierce he 


ore. 

Tho” long neglected, when recall’d, he came, 

And brandifh’d round our coaft the guardian 
flame. 

Again difgrac’d, he nobly, as at firft, 

Retires; but not, like Scipio, in difguft, 

Great in retreat, tho’ to the navy loft ; 

© While Britons ftrive who fhall applaud him 
moft.” 

Had he to Blakeney with relief been fent, 
Britain wou'd ne’er have mourn’d the late event! 
Nor fhameful loft her empire o’er the main; 
On her fam’d filag—a moft inglorious ftain ! 

Wou’d yet the Lion’s Brains, or Salmon’s 

ole t, 
Revive the fpirits of each Briton’s foul ; 
This honeft Patriot muft again be nam’d 
Chief in command o’er tars, for courage fam’d 


Then, tho’ difgrac’d, like Blakeney, ftrait he'll 


B°% 

And terror ftrike on our perfidious foe : 
His country foon with laurels freth he’ll crown, 
And Byng’s defeat in joyful triumphs drown. 

And, O! ye Rulers of this once fam’d ifle, 
Who’'re far above temptation, fraud, or guile ! 
Who yearly pour fuch bleffings on us all, 
And the great vulgar tax, as well as fmall 2 
Who Britain’s int’ reft always have in view, 
And each prefer to whom preferment’s due : 
This laft nam'd Hero you will fure reward, 


‘As he no ribband merits, with a 





York, FL. 


* The free Britith fifhery, of which, it is 
well known, he is a great promoter. 
+ See a late advertifement in the Monitor, 


On the Refurre@ion. 


F human duft the fcatter'd particles, 
Refuming now again their priftine form,’ 
The great tribunal of th’ Almighty Judge, 
(Where all the fons of Adam muft appear 
To hear their laft, unalterable doom,) 
Sing, heav’nly mufe! 
3s’t all a dream ? or.do I really hear, 
Through all the vaulted concave now difpers’d, 
A company divine the trumpets found ? 
Which 
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Which, to the utmoft confines of the earth, 

Thrills louder ftill, and rends the wounded tkies, 

More fhrillit Speaks than when,from Sinai’s top, 

Th’ Almighty fpoke: And now it penetrates 

Into the deep receffes of the grave. 

The dead, awak’d, fhake off the chains of death ; 

And Libitina now in vain exerts 

Her induftry ; fince time fhall be no more. 

Th’ Almighty fiat, from the fepulchre, 

The bones releas’d, reftores that former fhape, 

Which they had bore fo many ages paft 5 

And now the parts unite, altho’ difpers’d 

Thro’ all the regions of this wide expanfe, 

And the dead carcaffes reanimate. 

‘The pond’rous earth, now big with human race, 

Heaving, her op’ning jaws fhall wide extend, 

And a}l mankind fhall iffue from her womb. 

‘Then fhall they fee the Judge omnipotent, 

Upon his throne in brighteft Majefty, 

Encircled with immortal] beams of light, 

¥n his right-hand a {plendid fcepter bears 

Immutable. Butoh! what mortal pen 

Can reach the glories of that heavenly 

Jerufalem ? There virtue’s pious fons 

Prefs on with eagernefs, to take the prize 

Of their high calling. There an infant throng 

Enjoy eternity, to recompenfe 

Their fhort continuance in this lower world. 

Among the happy number, virgins pure, 

And pious mothers, whofe parental care 

Was to direét their fons by virtue’s plan, 

And turn their footiteps from the paths of vice, 

Enter the glorious manfions of the blefs’d. 

‘There Heroes brave, who for their country’s good 

Undaunted fell, enjoy eternal peace. 

While lo there ftands a miferable crowd, 

Too late in tears o’°erwhelm’d ; they'll nought 
avail 

Againft the vengeance of a Judge incens’d 

At crimes enormous, unrepented of. 
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With terror ftruck, their confcience teftifies 
Their condemnation irrevocable, 
And headlong hurls ’em into th’ horrid gulph. 


4d CyNTHIAM. 


TprimimafpexiradiantesCynthiz ocellos, 
Fulgure divino mox mihi corda calent, 
Aft ubi méntis inops effudit ineptula verba, 
Corde meo flammas medica lingua levat. 
Ergo dehinc iterum jam juro Cupidinis arcus 
Quod nunquam ladet pectus amore meum. 


To Admiral— 
HERE where thy fire immortal glory 


won, 
Was Britain’s glory loft by his inglorious fone 
And future ages who would blefs his name, 
Shall check their praifes, and confefs thy thame 5 
And babes unborn fhall lifping tell, *twas he 
Firft fix’d the feal to Britain’s infamy. 


An FENIGMA. 


H A T beauties with a grace may do$ 
What, when you're dreis’d looks well 


on you; 
What Byng might with the French have doney 
And fav’d brave Blakeney and Mahon ; 
What many a wretch, who has a wife, 
Submits to for a quiet life ; 
What every prudent man would be, 
To pleafe the prefent company ; 
What Mifs would for a hufband give, 
On what a parfon’s horfe will live ; 
What Ladies ufe for fimilies, 
When fingers fmart, or head-ach teaze ¢ 
All this may furely well explain 
What ’tis by all thefe that I mean. 

Quilibet, 


Copy of a Letter from Capt. Fortunatus Wright, of the King George, dated 
Leghorn, Auguft 2. 


HIS port had been environed by pri- 

vateers, for five or fix weeks before I 
failed, in order to prey upon our trade, and 
with an efpecial defign of intercepting me 
onimy going out. There were three daily 
in fight; one whereof was a xebeck of great 
force, having about 280 men on board, and 
fixteen carriage guns, befides fwivels, and 
fmal] arms in abundance. In the grey of 
the morning, we faw her under the Gor- 
gona, making towards us; but, there being 
little or no wind, the flow advance fhe made, 
by the help of her oars, afforded me time to 
put my veffel in tolerable order; which I 
was not fuifered to do in this port, the Tu 
cans, under pretence of obferving a ftrict 
neutrality, having forbid my taking more 
than four guns and twenty-five men, efteem- 
ing that a reafonable force for defence ; but, 
as four other veflels were to fail with me, I 
was not at a lofs for means to furnifh my- 


felf better than this government intended ; 
which yet we were incapable of doing {atif- 
faétorily in fo fhort a time, we having put 
to fea only the preceding day. About twelve 
o'clock, fhe begun the attack with her bow- 
guns, which did us no great damage. I 
delayed returning the complement, until 
fhe came nigher, and then faluted her with 
our whole broadfide. We were now from 
two to three hundred yards diftant from 
each other, when our adverfary had the dif- 
pleafure of obferving, that we were of greater 
force than he expected, having been taught 
to believe that we were as weak as was 
intended ; for I was fenfible he had not on- 
ly had daily advices from hence, but alfo 
fupplics of men and arms, to enable him to 
make us become an eafy prey. This dif- 
appointment made him determine inftantly 
to board us; for which purpofe he advanced 
with his bow towards us, aad did not fire 
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again till he came within forty yards, when 
fie attacked us again with great fury, pour- 
ing a terrible fhower both from her great 
guns and mufquetry ; the latter drove all 
my fmall-armed men from their quarters : 
Thefe were about twenty-five foreigners, 
Sclavonians, who have the repute of being 
brave men. I plainly perceived my de- 
pendence muft be on my great guns and 
Englifhmen, who behaved themflves as 
fuch, by fearlefly loading and firing with 
lion like fury. In this difpofition, with her 
ftern to my broadfide, unable to advance 
againft the fierce fire we made, we had the 
fatisfaction of raking her with upwards of 
twenty great fhot and partridge, doing hor- 
rid execution amongit them; fifteen or 
twenty dropped from their prow,” part of 
which was carried away ; and numbers they 
heaved overboard, to clear their decks. This 
fierce fire held for about a quarter of an 
hour, each fide exerting all the {kill and 
courage in our powers ; for life and (what 
is ftill more) honour depended on that 
hour’s induftry, as you will learn by and 
by. Our adverfary, at length, perceiving 
the advantage we had of him in that fitua- 
tion, and therefore not being able to exe- 
cute his defgn, pulled a-bead, in order to 
rake us fore and aft in her turn. They 
had indeed all the advantage they could 
with from the affiftance of their oars, it be- 
ing calm and the fea perfeétly finooth ; 
wherefore, for a time, we could net bring 
our guns to bear; fo that, for fome mi- 
nutes, we were obliged to fuftain the ut- 
mott efforts of the enemy, without being 
able to annoy them in return. She was 
then fo nigh, that her rigging fell foul 
of our gib-boom; and, to the beft of 
my judgment, we received four difcharges 
of her artillery, and upwards of an hundred 
mufyuets. However, as I had provided 
myfelf with a few oars, we at length brought 
our flarboard guns to bear again, and, tak- 

ing her on the larboard-quarter, our double- 

headed fhot found their way out of her ftar- 

board bow, carrying great part of her upper 
works, heads, legs, and arms along with 

them : In fhort, the flauchter was fo great, 

that the made all the hafte the could away, 

and left us a complete vittory. We gave 

her chace for about three quarters of an 

hour; but as there was, I fay, no wind, 

and fhe ftill having twenty-five oars Icft 

(for we deftroyed fifteen out of forty fie 

carried) I found it impoffible to come up 

with her ; and, above all, I was fearful of 

going too far from my little fleet that came 

under my convoy, there being two other 

privateers in fight bearing down upon them 5 

but, feeing us tack, they food off, and I 


brought them all fafe back to Leghorn. 
They were the Succefs, Captain Cofzrave, 
for Dublin, richly Jaden; the John and 
James, Captain Murphy, for Chefter and 
Liverpool ; the Nancy, Captain Forfter, for 
Cadiz; and the Induftry, Capiain Rofs, 
for Gibraltar. Thefe poor Gentlemen had 
waited fome time, in hopes of the appear- 
ance of a fhip of war to conduét them out 
of danger ; but, defpairing of feeing any, 
they therefore willingly embraced the op- 
portunity of going out with me. To re- 
turn to the xebeck, we hear fhe is in a 
neighbouring port; and, by the rough 
ufage we gave her, is unable to go more to 
fea: They own that we killed eighty-three, 
including the Captain, the Lieutenant, and 
the Lieutenant of the marines, and that 
there were fixty or feventy wounded ; great 
flaughter, you will fay, in fo fhort a time 
as from thirty to forty minutes, which was 
all we took to do our work in; but we 
went about it fericufly and foberly, for I 
fuffered not a man to drink any thing be- 
fides water, until we had done. I Joit my 
maficr, cook, and two more, and had 
nine dangeroufly wounded. I experienced 
very parucular Providence toward myfelf, 
having part of my hat carried away ; and 
furely we have great reafun to be ever 
thankful to the Almighty, that fo few of 
us fell in fo furious a confli& ; for I belier 
I may without vanity fay, it was one of the 
fierceft that ever was fought. The French 
Captain behaved with great  re’olution, 
whiift he furvived, at { could fee pl:inly by 
his encouraging his men fore and aft: His 
nime was Gatlen, and I am told he was 
the perfon who behaved h'mlelf fo gallantly 
ia a Martinico fhip, which he commanded 
in February laft, againft the Experiment, 
one of our twenty-gun fhips. ‘I his was 
the man purpofely pitched upon to fubdue 
me, who have had the happinefs in the late 
war to make the French fomewhat appre- 
henfive at prefent. Indeed the encourage- 
ment the French King had given to any of 
his fubjeéts that fhould take me dead or 
alive, was no finall inducement to excite his 
courage ; for, b:fides the honour of knight- 
hood, and a penfion of 30c0 | vres per an- 
nui, he was alfo to have had the command 
of a fhip of war; and further, the mer- 
chants of Marfeilles had promifed him a 
gratuity of double the value of my vefl-l ; 
to which purpofe a writing had been potted 
publickly on their Exchange. This was 
bidding a great price for the poor Liverpool 
man. The damage done to the buli of 
my vetlel was final!, but my fails and riz- 
ging were ill treated; for in the fore-fail 
only we received upwards of £70 ‘hot, great 
and 























88 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


and fmall. Great were the expectations of 
the French on feeing me attacked; and 
equally great was their mortification on fee- 
ing the xebeck fly. On the other hand, 
thofe of our nation, and likewife the Jews 
who are fettled here, and warmly attached 
to the intereft of our nation, expreffed their 
joy by every token of triumph; fer, as the 
engagement happened at noon-day, with- 


in a few leagues of this port, we had the 
whole city fpeétators, and therefore it was a 
kind of a pitched battle between us. 

€ Thus, dear Sir, I have had the happi- 
nefs to do fome little fervice to my country, 
and, I hope, credit to the commiffion our 
good King has been pleafed to honour me 
with. What more I can do I will.” 


Extra& of a Letter from Leghorn, toa Merchant in Liverpool, dated July 30. 


APT. Wright, for his gallant beha- 

viour and protection of the merchant- 
men, agreeable to his promife, has had a 
prefent given him of 1201. fterling, colleét- 
ed by the Englith faftory ; the foreigners 
are going to make a purfé for him, and it 
is to be hoped his townfmen will not be 
backward to reward his gallant behaviour in 
difabling a French privateer, and to enable 
him to fupport himfelf under fome difficul- 


ties, this State having (though very impru- 
dently ) thought proper to ftop him fince his 
return, alledging, that his fhip was armed 
out of this place; but the whole Fattory 
can prove to the contrary, he having fuffered 
his thip to be fearched by the firft and fecond 
Capiains of this port, who went on board 
by the Governor’s order, and two guard- 
boats attended him, to hinder any arms or 
ammunition coming off fhore. 


A Lift of the prefent Lorns of the ADMIRALTY. 


IGHT Hon. Lord Anfon, 
Lord Vifcount Duncannon, 
Hon. Thomas Villiers, 
Sir William Rowley, Knt. of the Bath. 


Hon. Edward Bofcawen, 
Lord Vifcount Bateman, 
Richard Edgecumbe, E{q; 


A Lift of Fuac Orricers, July 1, 1756. 


AMES Stewart, Efq; 
Honourable George Clinton 
Sir William Rowley $ 
William Martin, Ef; 
Ifaac Townfhend, Efq; 
Right Hon. Lord Anfon 
Hon. John Byng 
Perry Mayne, Efq; 3 
Henry Ofborne, Efq; 
Thomas Snzith, Efq; 
‘Thomas Griffin, Efq; i 
Sir Edward Hawke 
Charles Knowles, Ef; 
Hon. John Forbes 
Honourable Edward Bofcawen 
Charles Watfon, Efq; 
Temple Weft, Efq; > 
George Pocock, Efq; 
Honourable George Townfhend 
Savage Moftyn, Efq; 
Francis Holburne, Ef; 
Henry Harrifon, Efq; 
Thomas Cotes, Efq; 
Thomas Frankland, Efq; 
Right Hon. Lord Harry Powlett 
Harry Norrifs, Efq; 
Thomas Broderick, Efq; 
Sir Charles Hardy 
Right Hon. Earl of Northefk 
Charles Saunders, Efq; 


Admiral of the Fleet. 
Admirals of the White. 


Admirals of the Blue. 


Vice-Admirals of the Red. 


Vice- Admirals of the White. 


Vice-Admirals of the Blue. 


Rear-Admirals of the Red, 


Rear-Admirais of the White, 


Rear- Admirals of the Blue. 


20 Admirals, 231 Captains, 94 Malters and Commanders, 614 Lieutenants. 
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- Ad Lift of Ships at prefent in Commiffion, July 1, 1756. 


























Ships. | Guns. | Total. | Men. Total. 
3 100 300 850 2550 
9 go 810 750 6750 
4 80 320 600 2400 
26 7° 1820 500 13000 
29 60 1740 400 11600 
24 50 1200 300 7200 
12 40 480 250 3000 
42 20 840 150 6300 
4t Sloops. 574 100 4100 
8084 58900 
6 Yachts. 
4 Armed-thips. 
200 Befides xebeques, armed-veffels, fire- 
fhips, bomb-ketches, tranfpcrts, &c. 








General OrFicerRs in the Army, Auguft 1, 1756. 


Captain General of all his Majefty’s Forces, 
His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland. 


4 Generals. 


29 Lieutenant-Generals, 


43 Major-Generals. 


Number of his Majefty’s Land Forces. 


Horfe- guards 


Horfe 


Dragoon-guards 
and 
Dragoons 


3 Regiments of foot-guards 


62 Regiments of foot 


1 Royal regiment of artillery 


39 Independent companies of invalids 


g Independent companies of foot 


80 Companies of marines _ 


-_— 


14 Regiments of dragoons 


2 Troops of horfe-guards. 
} 2 Troops of grenadier-guards. 
x Regiment royal horfe-guards blue, 9 troops. 
j 4 Regiments of horfe 

1 Regiment of dragoon-guards 
} 2 Ditto 


ee 





6 troops each. 
g troops. 
6 troops each, 














6 troops each. 








Heffian auxiliaries, encamped near Winchefter 


Hanoverians, in Kent 


15 Battalions more, to be raiftd, 
20 Companies of marines 





























26 Regiments, confifting of about — 8500 
Regts. | Battal. | Men each. | Tot?l. 
j 1 3 750 2250 | sao 
2 4 750 3000 
I 4 1000 4000 
I 2 750 1500 
2 2 1000 2000 
58 8 75° 4.3500 51000 
—- 800 800 
od 100 3900 
_ 100 goo 
—— 100 8000 
Enplith troops 78350 
6500 
9500 
Men 94352 
780 each (nee 11702 
100 each one 2000 
Total 108050 
M A Re- 
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A Receipt to make a Mopern Doctor. 


AKE the ftrongeft, healthieft, hard-work- 

ing man you can find, perfuade him, when 
he is half drunk, that he is very ill; for he will 
not believe you when he is fober, though pro- 
nounced in the largeft tie-wig, and ail the aw~ 
ful folemnity of the door. If you can once 
work upon his imagination, fo as te make him 
fancy himfelf a little ill, you muft improve it: 
Tell him he has got a dangerous fever, which is 
very much about, and of which many people 
die; that it is beft to take it in time, and you 
would advife him to bleed dir: @ly 3 and, be- 
caufe it is cuftomary to give a vomit in the be- 
ginning of a fever, give one the fame night ; 
order him to keep his bed, and take falt of 
wormwood draughts every fx hours; and to take 
no other courifhment than bartey-grue!l. He 
will have a bad night through empzinefs and the 
lofs of good biood ; and, for the want of his full 
méa!s and pot of porter, will be downright faint. 
The next day, when the doctor comes, he finds 
a low pulie, the patient faint; a fufficient in- 
dication to pronounce it a nervous fever: A 
large blifler is applied to the neck, and boluffes 
every four or fix hours, with lap. contrayerv. 
inuke-root, &c, and no other food than barley- 
grucl, and now and then a little chicken-water, 
‘The Rimulus from the blifter will give him the 


The Political State 


Auguft 7. 
Conftantinople, July 6. 

HE Ramazan is finifhed, and Bairam has 

fucceedd with great tranquillity, but with- 
out any public fhews or {pe€tacies being exhibit- 
ed to the people, as was ufua! in the reign of the 
JateSultan. The Minifters are preparing to give 
tieats, which will laft for fome time. The laft 
advices from Baffora, dated the 18th of April, 
fay, that they have received authentic accounts 
from Perla, that Carem Caun, who was in pot- 
feffion of Spahan, had been defeated, and drove 
from thence by one Hoffein Khan, fon of Fatteh 
Cadjar, who pretends to have one of the ancient 
royal family with him, and in whofe name he 
has taken poffeffion of that place, and all the 
adjacent country. ‘he other competizor, Azad 
Khan, is retired to his own country, it is faid, 
and has given over all thoughts of Perfia, at leaft 
for the prefent. And Carem Caun is attirmed 
to be arrived at Shyrath, whofe deteat has been 
very contideravle, above two thirds of his Offi- 
cers bei..g cut oF, The Chiaule Bafchi s named 
tothe three Tails, with a Pafchalyck in Afia, 
Ee is to be replaced by the fon of Ivas Mehemet 
Saicha, who is abfent, colleéting the eftate of 
the late Cara Ofman Olu, who was cut off 
fome time ago at Smyrna, Other inferior 
changes will of courfe follow. 

Augutt 10, 

The 23d of July Count Brahe, Baron Hora, 
Capt. Stahlfwerd, and Lieut. Puke, principal 
authors of the plot lately difcovered in Sweden, 
were beheaded in Ridderholm-fquare at Stcck- 
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ftrangury, for which a cooling emulfon mut 
be preferibed. He will reft but little, what 
with the pain of the blifter and ftrangury, and 
the difcha:ge of the ferum next day: From the 
frequent repetition of the medicines, and no 
food (for which he will now have no appeiite) 
and being confined wholly to his bed, he will 
become coftive ; for which a clyfer is neceflary, 
which perhaps, working two or three times, 
renders him ftil] fainter. Two more blifters to 
his arms, his medicines to be continued with 
the fame frequency, but more cordial. The 
increafe of pain, want of fleep, and his own 
apprehenfions of danger, will make him con- 
vulfed, and perhaps delirious ; more blifters are 
applied to the calves of his legs, which, ftill 
increafing the pain, renders him downright de- 
lirious, and a real fymptomatic fever is occa- 
fioned, by the mere force of the ftimulus from 
the cauftic falts of the cantharides containcd in 
five blifters. There is nothing more now to be 
done, than to apply plaifters to the teet, and laft 
of all a blifter to his head ; and, if he dies after 
all this treatment, whrch it is fifty to one if he 
does not, he has had every thing done for him 
that could be done; with which his friends reft 
fatisfied, mourn as ufual, all is well, and no 
body blamed, 


of EuvRoPE, &c. 


helm: They met death with great fortitude, and 
expreiied the fincereft repetitance of the crime 
for which they fuffered. To prevent any éifor- 
ders, ftrong detachments of intantry, with divers 
troops of horfe, and the city militia, were poft- 
ed in the market-places and {quares,from whence 
parties were detached now and then to patrol 
through all the ftreets, and even in the fuburbs. 
In the morning of the day of execution, the 
Countefs de Brahe, who is far gone with child, 
prefented herfelf before the Affembly of the 
States, and on her knees begged a reprieve for 
her hufband. The condition fhe is in, her fap- 
plicant pofture, her tears and groans pierced eve- 
ry heart ; but compaffion could not prevail over 
the confideration of the public good: The inte~ 
reft of the State, the laws, juftice, example, left 
no place for clemency; the heinovinefs of the 
crime (fay they) required the punifhment that 
has been infligted ; and indeed it is tile crime a- 
lone that the States meant to punifh in profecu- 
ting the traytors; They had no intention to 
brand their families, ‘The relations of Count 
Brahe and Baron Horn were allowed to bury 
their bodies; and immediately after the execu- 
tion their domettics carried them off to Brahe- 
houfe, from whence they were fent down the 
next evening to their country-feats, in order to 
be inhumed with their anceilois, Puke’s mo- 
ther al/o took care to bury her un/ortunate fon; 
but Stahlfwerd’s corpfe, having been ebandoned 
by his relations, the Magiftracy provided for his 
burial, 


Auguft 
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Auznf 14, 

YWeflerday the Parliament, which ftood pro- 
rogued to the 17th of Auguft, was further pro- 
rogued to the 28th ef September. 

Ata Genera} Court Martial held on Tuefday, 
the roth of Auguft 1756, General Sir Robert 
Rich, Prefident, General Sir John Ligioner, 
Lieut. Gen. Hawley, Lieut. Gen. Lord Cado- 
gan, Lieut, Gen. Guife, Lieut. Gen. Onflow, 
Licut. Gen, Pulteney, Lieut. Gen. Hufke, Lieut, 
Gen. Campbell, Lieut. Gen, Lord De la Warr, 
Licut. Gen, Charles Duke of Marlborough, 
Lieut, Gen. Wolfe, Lieut, Gen, Cholmonde- 
Jey, Major-Gen. Lafcelles, Major-Gen. Bo- 
cland, Major-Gen, Lord George Beauclerk : 

Lieut, Gen, Thomas Fowke, late Governor 
of Gibraltar, came prifoner before the Court, 
and was accufed of difobcying his Majefty’s or- 
ders, fignified by his Majefty’s Secretary at 
War, to fend a reinforcement or reinforce- 
ments of troops from the garrifon of Gibraltar 
to the ifland of Minorca, 

The Court was of opinion, that he was guil- 
ty of the charge, and adjudged, that he thould 
be fufpended for the foace of une year. 

We hear that Admiral Byng is confined in an 
apartment adjoining to Greenwich Hofpital, 
one hundred and feventy ftairs high, with two 
guards at the door, and feveral others on the 
fiairs, who are relieved every two hours. 

According to letters from Cadiz, the Lord 
Tyrawley, Governor of Gibraltar, has given 
notice to the foreign Confuls refiding there, to 
withdraw within a certain time appointed; and 
the fame notice has been given to the Roman 
Catholic families fettled in that fortrefs. 

The Grand Jury of the county of Berks, at 
the affizes holden at the town of Buckingham 
the gth of Auguft 1756, refolved, ¢ That 
the Reprefentatives of this county be defired to 
promote, to the utmoft of their power, an en- 
quiry in Parliament into the prefent moft dan- 
gerous and defperate ftate of this kingdom, and 
into the reafons why, after the greateft fupplies 
had been granted, and the moft expenfive arma- 
ments made both by feaand land, the important 
ifland of Minorce, for want of a more timely 
fuccour, hath been totally loft, and the other 
dominions of this crown, particularly in North- 
America, fo long Jeft defencelefs, and now 
brought into the mott perilous fituation ?* 

Anguftt 19, 

Yefterday, about one o'clock, Mr. John Lau- 
der was executed at Penensen-heath, for the 
murder of William Forfter the poft-boy. 

His Majefty’s thip the Tartar. of 26 cuns, 
has taken a French privateer, called the Buck, 
off St. Malo’s, of 22 guns and 2go men: The 
engagement was fhort but very fmart; the 
latter Joft 12 men, and had feveral wounded, 
and is brought to Plymouth; few of the Lar- 
tar’s men were wounded. 

Yefterday came advice, that the Royal George 
privateer, of Guernfey, has cut out of Bourdeaux 
river the Amiable Ann, from Cape Francois, 
and carried her into Guerntey. 

On Friday laft the affizes ended for the coun- 
ty of EeJdtord, at which the High Sherif and 


Grand Jury refolved, ‘ That the Reprefentatives 
of that county be defired to promote a parlia- 

entary enquiry, Why, after the largeft fupplies 
granted by Parliament, and the moft chearful 
and ready fupport given by the whole people, 
the ifland of Minorca, foimportant to the com- 
mercial interefts of this country, hath been loft 
for want of a timely fuccour? And why the 
other poffcffions of the crown, efpecially in 
North-America and the Weft-Indies, are now 
left expofed to the utmoft danger ? 

On Friday jaf the following addrefs of the 
High Sheriff, Grand Jury, Juftices of the Peace, 
aad Gentlemen of the county of Dorfet, was 
prefented to his Majefty by George Pitt and 
Humphry S:urt, Efqrs. Reprefentatives in Par- 
liament for that county, being introduced by 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Rochford, one of 
the Lords of his Majeity’s Bed-chamber : 

To the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 

‘ We, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal 
fubjets, the High Sheriff, Grand Jury, Jufti- 
ces of the Peace, and Gentlemen of the county 
of Dorfet, mo humbly beg leave, at this criti- 
cal conjun@ure, to aflure your Majefty of our 
moft firm and unfhaken zeal for your Majefty’s 
perfon and government, and that we fhall, with 
the greateft alacrity, embrace every opportunity 
of exerting our elves inthe fupport of both, 

Under the government of a King of your Ma- 
jefly’s great and martial difpofition, and in the 
proiecution of fo juft and national a war, we are 
not at al! intimidated by the threats and power 
of France, a nation this has never feared, has 
often humbled: But, when we refleé& upon the 
lofs of the ifland of Minorca, fo glorioufly ob- 
tained, fo advantageoufly kept, of fuch ineftima- 
ble value to the trade of thefe kingdoms ; when 
we are convinced that this attempt of our natural 
and inveterate enemies was fo notorious, that 
very few of your Majefly’s faithful fubje&ts had 
the Icaft doubt of the defign long before it was 
put in execution : Yet the ifland was left de- 
fencelefs, and the Mediterranean without an 
Englith fleet. Thefe refie€tions fill us with fear 
and amazement; and we moft humbly hope 
that your Majelty will be pleafed to direét fuch 
an enquiry to be made into the condu@ which 
has fo aflovifhingly turned this defperateand rath 
attempt 0: our enemies into vitory and glory, 
and has covered this nation with reproach and 
difhonour, that, from whatever caufes it hath 
proceeded, the perfons by whom they were 
occafioned may receive that ponifhment they 
have fo jufily deferved.” 

° j Auguft 19. 

To Velters Cornwall, Eig; and Sir John Mo - 
pan, Bart. Knighis of the Shire for the 
County of Hereford. 
© We the High Sheriffand Grand Jury forthe 

faid county, now aflembled at the affizes heli 

tor ibe fame, being greatly alarmed at the pre- 
fent mzlanc holy and difttretied fituation of affoira 
of this nation, think i: a duty incumbent on us 
to apply to you, our worthy Repre‘entatives, up- 
on whofe diligent and faithfulconduct in the ap- 
proaching feffion of Parl:ament we entirely rely, 
When we refleét on the deplorable lofs of Mi- 


is NOI ey 


ne 


a 






92 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


norca, one of our moft valuable poffeffions (a lofs 
aggravated by the unprecedented difhonour fuf- 
tained by the Britifh flag in the Mediterranean ;) 
and on the dift efled ftate of our colonies in Ame- 
rica, on which the trade and well-being of thefe 
kingdoms depend, we cannot but call to mind 
the immenfe fupplies granted in the laft feffion 
of Parliament tor the defence of bis Majefty’s 
dominions, and the great ficets and armies ratied 
for the fame, without any apparent advantage. 
We therefore, in tebalf of ourfelves, and the 
other freeho'ders of this county, inftruct vou to 
make a ftri€t enquiry into the application of the 
public money, and the caufes of thefe fatal mif- 
fortunes, and to u‘e your utmoft endeavours to 
difcover thofe who have been any ways accefary 
thereto, and to bring them to public juftice.’ 

Yefterday a Court of Common-Counci!l was 
held at Guildhall ; when a motion was made 
that an humble addrefs fhould be prefented to his 
Majefty, in regard to the prefent fituation of af- 
fairs ; when a Committee was appointed, confift- 
ing of nine Aldermen, nine Deputies, and nine 
Commoners; who, having withdrawn fome time, 
prepared the fame; which being read, was agreed 
to by the Court; and the Sheriffs were ordered 
to wait upon his Majefty this morning to know 
his Royal pleafure when he will pleafe to be 
waited upon with the faire. : 


The Committee were ; 


Sir Robert Ladbroke 
Alderman Rawlinfon 
Sir Charles Afgill 
Sir Richard Glynn 
Alderman Chitty 
Alderman Beckford 
Alderman Bri¢gen 
Alderman Stephenfon 
Alderman Nelfon 
D-puty Hodges 
Deputy Wilfonn 
Deputy Long 

Deputy Eilis 








Deputy Wallington 
Deputy Nath 

Deputy Moorey 
Deputy Coles 

Mr. John Scrivenor 
Mr, Samuel Turner 
Mr, Jemes Roliiter 
Mr, George Wy]d 
John Paterfon, Eq; 
Mr. Benjamin Gafcoyne 
Mr. William Woolley 
George Beilas, Eiq; 
Mr. Samuel Read. 





Deputy Molineux 
Who withdrew immediately, and, in about two 
hours, returned with an addrefs; which, after 
being read, was approved, and ordered tc be pre- 
fented by the whole Court to his Majefiy. 


Kenfington, Augutt 20. 

This day the Right Hon, the Lore-Mavor, 
Aldermen, ard Commons of the city of Londan, 
jn Common-Councei! affembled, waited en his 
Majefly ; and being introduced to his Majefty by 
his Grace the Duke of Gratton, Lord Chamber- 
Jain of his Majefty’s Houfhoid, Sir Will.. More- 
ton, the Recorder, made their compliments in 
the following addrefs : 

To the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, 
The humble Addrefs of the Lord-Mavor, Alder- 
men, an¢ Commons of the City of Lonson, in 

Common-Council aflembled. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal 
fubjedts, the Lord-Mayor, Alde:men, 
and Commons of the city of London, in Com- 
moa-Council affembled, humbly beg leave to ap- 
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proach your facred perfon, and with hearts full 
of gratitude for your Majefty’s paternal care of 
the true interefts of your people, to exprefs our 
forrow and apprehenfions for the difquietudes 
which our late loffes and difappointments muft 
create in your Majefty’s royal mind. 

The lofs of the important fortrefs of St. Phi- 
lip and ifland of Minorca, (poffeffions of the ut- 
moft confequence to the commerce and naval 
ftrength of Great-Britain) without any attempt, 
by timely ard effeétual fuccours, to prevent or 
defeat an attack, after fuch early notice of the 
enemy’s intentions, and when your Majefty’s 
navy was fo evidently fuperior to theirs, will, we 
fear, be an indelible reproach on the honour of 
the Britihh nation. 

Nor can we help expreffing our apprehenfions 
for the great danger of your Majefty’s poffeffions 
in America, by the mifmanagements and delays 
which have attended the defence of thofe inva- 
luable colonies, the objeét of the prefent war, 
and the principal fource of the wealth and ftrength 
of thefe kingdoms. 

Permit us, at the fame time, Royal Sir, to 
lament the want of a conftitutional and well-re- 
gulated militia, the moft natural and certain 
defence, under divine Providence, of your Ma- 
jefty’s facred perfon and government, againft all 
invaders whatfoever, as thereby your Majefty’s 
fleets and armies may be moie fecurely employed 
abroad, to the annoyance of your Majefty’s ene- 
mies; your faithful and Joval fubjedts being ready 
and willing, whenever calied upon by your Mae 
jefy, to thed the laft drop of their blood in your 
fervice, 

As your Majefty’s reign has ever been diftin- 
guithed by a love of liberty and juftice, we can- 
not duubt of your Majefty’s directing the authors 
of our late loffes and difappointments, to be en~ 
quired into and punifhed, that your Majefly’s 
known intentions of protecting and defending 
your fubje&ts in their rights and poffeffions may 
be faithfully and vigoroufly carried into execution, 
and that the large fupplies, fo neceffarily called 
for, and fo chearfully granted, may be religioufly 
applied to the defence of thefe kingdoms and co 
Jonics, and their commerce, and to the diftreffing 
our inve erate and perfidicus enem es, as the only 
fure means of obtaining a lafting and honourable 
peace, 

And we do, with the utmof fincerity of heart, 
affure your Majefty, that your Joyal city of Lon- 
don will, at ali times, readily and cheartully cone 
tribute to whatever may be neceffary for the de- 
fence of your Majefly, and your illuftrious fami- 
ly, and cowards the attainment of theie great and 
defirable eads, 


To which Addrefs his Majefty was pleefed to ree 
turn this moft gracious Anfwer: 


Thank vou for thefe profeffions of your duty 

to me. My concern for the lofs of my ifland 
o: Minorca, 1s great and fincere. My utmoft 
care and vigilance have been and thali te exeried 
to maintain the honour of the nation, ard the 
commerce of my fubjects, The events of war 
are unce:tain; but nothing fhali be wanting, on 
my pait, towards carrying it on with vigour, in 
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order to a fafe and honourable peace, and for re- 
covering and fecuring, by the bleffing of God, 
the poff:ffions and rights of my crown. 

I wili not fail to do juftice upon any perfons 
who fhall have been wanting in their duty to me, 
and their coun:ry ; to enforce obedience and dif- 
cipline in my fleets and armies, and to fupport 
the authority and refpeét due to my govern- 
ment. 

They were received very gracioufly, and had 
the honour to kifs his Majefty’s hand. 

Auguft 21. 

We have an account from Jerfey, that Capt. 
Winter, of the Charming Nancy privateer, has 
brought in there a St. Domingo-man, laden with 
fugar, indigo, and cotton ; and another French 
prize, of about 150 tons, iaden with iron: And 
that fome of their other privateers had taken and 
carried into the faid ifland a French fhip laden 
with powder and ammunition, to the value of 
about 3000], and three other veffels laden with 
provifions, 

The day after, the An‘on privateer of Briftol, 
tock off Finifterre, the Marie Efther and L’ Aima- 
ble Julie, both from St. Domingo for Bourdeaux, 
the {aw two more of the fleet, but, for want of 
men, could not takethem. The French prizes 
failed from St. Domingo the 7th of June, in 
company with twenty-eight fail, under convoy 
of the Warwick and two other men of war; and 
within three weeks after, another large fieet was 
to fail under a ftrong convoy, which was to 
come throughout with them. The Anfon fpoke 
three days before he arrived at Briftol, with 
Commodore Guery, who fent the Greyhound 


man of war to convoy her and her prizes as far 
asthe Lund 3 alfo {poke with the Fantine, from 
Briftol for Africa, twenty-five leagues weft of 


Cape Clear, all well, The Anfon’s two prizes 
were taken the 2d inftant. One has on board 
450 cafks of fugar, 100 ditto of coffee, fome 
cotton, and two tons of indigo; the other 260 
bhds, of fugar, eighty cafks of coffce, eighteen 
pipes and caiks of indigo, with fome cotton. 

By the dreadful fire which happened at Berge 
hen, in Norway, 1662 families are burnt out. 

Auguft 24, 

An Application from the High-Sheriff, Grand 
Juries, and Gentiemen, aflembled at the Af- 
fizes holden at Bury St. Edmunds, for the 
County of Suifolk, to their Reprefentatives, 
Sir Corde] Fuebrace, Bart. and John Affleck, 
E(g; this 23 day of Auguft, 1756. 

Gentlemen, 

The pretent critical and dangerous ftate to 
which we are too apparently reduced, calls upon 
us to awaken all your attention, and to exhort 
and conjure you, in the moit prefling terms, to 
ufe your bef endeavours, when it hall pleafe 
his Majefty to advife again with his Parliament, 
for promoting a ftriét fcrutiny into the fatal 
caufes of it. 

_ It would be needlefs to enter into the mortify- 

ing deteil of thoie particulars, which have been 

the objeét>, not of curs only, but of the general 

Indignation of Grea -Biitain : The voice of the 

People has Joudly echoed them, from every cor- 

her of the iffand ; the country has felt and la- 
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mented the difgraceful effetts, and demands juf- 
tice upon. the authors of them: The cruel delays 
in fending out our fleet, which firft paved the 
way, and the daftardly, or treacherous, (we know 
not which to call it) conduét of the commander, 
have fixed fuch a blot upon his Majefty’s reign, 
as nothing can ever wipe off and atone for, but 
fpeedy juffice, and punifhment upon all thofe 
who fhall be found, upon a rigorous and impar- 
tial enquiry, in any wife to have contributed to it. 

We cannot but think our circumftances the 
more melancholy, as we are perfuaded, a fuperi- 
ority at fea, and a we'l-eftablifhed national mili- 
tia, would anfwer all our withes; and without 
the inglorious aid of foreign mercenaries, enable us 
to defy, if not to humble, after the example of 
our anceftors, the domineering power of France ; 
were wifdom and refolution not wanting to dire&t, 
activity and courage to execute, meafures calcu- 
lated for the fervice of our own country only. 

The heavy load of debt, and encreafing ber- 
then of the moft oppreffive taxes, are evils of 
themfelves fufficient to make us groan under 
them. But, when we fee the ufes to which 
they were deftined fo miferably perverted, the 
ends they were given to an{fwer fo fcancaloufly 
difappointeéd, we cannot but be filled with the 
moft gloomy apprehenfions of approaching ruin, 
unlefs the fpirit and wifdom of Parliament hhall, 
as in former times, again rouze itfelf to our re- 
lief, 


To the Right Hon, the Lord Carysfort and Coul- 
fon Fellowes, Efq; Knights of the Shire for 
the County of Huntingdon. 


€ We the Grand Jury met this 16th day of Au- 
guft, 1756, at the affizes held in and for the 
faid county of Huntingdon, earneftly requeft that 
you will zealoufly promote an enquiry, in the 
next feflion of Parliament, not only into the 
caufes of that difgrace which this kingdom has 
fuffered by the fatal lofs of the ifland of Minorca, 
for want of timely relief ; an ifland of the ute 
moft confequence and importance to the trade 
and pro/perity of this nation : 

But alfo into the reafons of his Majefty’s colo- 
nies in America being left in fo defencelefs a 
ftate, after fuch great armaments have been made 
both by fea and land, and fuch fupplies granted 
by Parliament as were equal to the moft impor- 
tant fervices, 

And that you will likewife be pleafed to pro- 
moie, to the utmoft of vour power, a national 
mil'ia, as the moit effe€tual means of rendering 
Great-Britain truly formidable to the enemies of 
our King and country, 

In complying with thefe our requefts you will 
much oblige all your conftituents, and in particue 
lar your moft obedient fervants.” 

The Biandford man of war bas taken and car- 
ried into Antigua the Pacifique, from Bourdeaux, 
for San Domingo, burthen 400 tons, 16 guns, 
and 40 men, 

By letters reccived yeflerday from Lifbon, we 
have the following agreeable advices of the fuc- 
cefs of the Defiance privateer, Capt. John Dyer, 
Commander : 

On the 2d inft. he retook a brig. —Webber, 

bound 
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bound from Cork to Lifbon, burthen 180 tons, 
Jaden with butter, coals, hides, beef, pork, &c. 
taken by the St. Heureux, Malouin, belonging 
to Bourdeaux, on Sunday about two in the morn- 
ing, and retaken, as above, on the following 
evening about feven o'clock. 

On the 4th inft. be took the Comple Lavoyin- 
jon, Guillaume Le Croix, a St. Domiego-man, 
burthen about 200 tons ; and in his way to Lif- 
bon with her, he took a French privateer, a 
new veffel built at Bayonne, burthen 4o tons, 
go men, half Swifs and balf French, 

Qn the 6th inf. about eight at night, he took 
one of the privateer’s conforts, after a very {mart 
chace ; and joined his prizes about twelve at 
night with his two privateers 5 and has carried 
all fafe into the Tagus. Capt. Dyer writes, that 
the Officers on board thofe privateers informed 
him that there were two other privateers that 
failed in company, and that their {cheme was to 
29 all four in concert and endea*our to board one 
of the homeward bound Eaft-India-~men, even if 
dhe were under convoy ; and if one failed in the 
attempt, they hoped another would fucceed, as 
the men were determined to die, rather than be 
taken, fo long as they had an Officer to ftand by 
them. 


Extra& of a Letter from Briftol, dated Au- 
gui 21. 

© Yefterday the Britannia privateer, Captain 
Davids, of this place, fent in here a brig anda 
fnow, bound from St. Sebaftian’s to fome port 
of France, laden with muflins, pepper, faltpetre, 
&c. faid to be part of a cargo of a Fiench Eatt- 
India fhip put on board thefe veffzls under the 
fanétion of Spanifh bottoms : But it is not cer- 
tain whether they will be condemned.—And 
this morning fhe came in, in a fhatteied condi- 
tion, with a lerge French thip of near 500 tons, 
mounting fixteen guns, forty men, and 180 {ol- 
diers, having on board goo barrels of Hour, fe- 
venty bales of foldiers cloathing, and a great 
quantity of mufkets and gunpowder. She took 
them off Cape Ortegal, The laiter had been 
feven days out of Rocheile, with four more, un- 
der convoy of a man of war, bound to Si, Ds- 
mingo. Tiey had three hours engagement. Fif- 
teen of the French were killed, ang twenty-five 
wounded : The Britannia had three men killed, 
and thirteen wounded.” 

The Anton privateer, of Liverpool, mounting 
fixteen carriege guns, and feventy men, has, a‘- 
ter an engegement of four hours, taken a French 
privateer of twelve carriage guns and 120 men, 
and carried her into Kinfale, The French pri- 
vateer had feven men killed, and feveral wound- 
ed; and the Anfon had not any either kilicd or 
wounded, 


To Sir John Aftley, Bart. and Richard Lyfter, 
Efq; Knights of the Shire for the County of 
Saiop. 

We the High-Sheriff and the Grand Jury for 
this county, after confidering the immente fup- 
plics that have been granted in Parliament, the 
molt expenfive armaments bath by fea and land, 
and refi ting upon the great lois of Minorca, 
and the difgrace brought upon the British navy, 


in the Mediterranean, do earneftly recommend to 
you an enquiry, at the next meeting of the Par- 
liament, into the caufes of thefe national misfor- 
tunes, and the impending danger of our colonies 
in North America, the great fource of our wealth 
and navigation ; and that you will ufe your ut- 
moft endeavours to difcover the authors of the 
calamities we are already fenfibly affeéted with, 
as a means to prevent other loffes, which may 
tend further to reduce the honour and intereft of 
this kingdom, 
Auguft 26, 

Yefterday an expreis arrived at the India-Houfe, 
with advice, that the Warran, Glover, and the 
Anfon, de Buke, Indiamen, were fafe arrived at 
Kinfale, in Ireiand, Thefe thips parted at fea 
from the Hardwick, Sampfon, nine or ten days 
before their arrival at the above port. They left 
at St. Helena, the Bombay-Caftle, the Eaftcourt, 
and the London, ali well ; and the Oxford, Ste- 
vens, was arrived there bound for Bencoolen. 

¢ Admiral Moftyn took a Martinico-man two 
or three days ago, and fent her towards Port{- 
mouth,” 

Auguft 28. 

Yefterday came aavice that the Hardwick, 
Capt. Sampfon, from Madrafs, is fafe arrived in 
lheland. 

Yefterday the Court of Dire€tors of the India 
Company took up into their fervice the Hawk, 
Capt, Drake; a new thip, Capt. Teddiman ; ‘a 
new fhip, Capt. Foot; the Bofcawen, Capt, 
Braund ; the Taviftock, Capt. Jenkinss Fal- 
mouth, Cap, Deal ; Prince Edward, Capt. Hail- 
dain ; Sandwich, Capt. Purling ; Iichefter, Capt. 
Tedd; Grantham, Capt. Oliver ; Warwick, 
Capt, Weel ; Norfolk, Capt. Bonham; Prin- 
cefs Augufla, Capt. Baddifon; Tryton, Capt. 
Siater; and the Onflow, Capt. Hinde, 

Conftantinopie, July 17. On Sunday the 4th 
inftant at ten of the ciock at night, a fire broke 
out in a quarter of the town cailed Jubalee, a- 
mong fome Jews, which continued burning un- 
til the 6th, at ten in the morning. Every one 
allows, that ose third part of the city is deftroy- 
ed, and many make it near half. Five hundred 
corn-imills and evens were burnt, and the pub- 
jic exchange, where the arms were fold, with 
the oid chambers of the Janizaries: Several 
Mmotgues are damaged. The public Scharfhees, or 


pub.ic magazines for all kinds of merchandize, 7 


were fortunately preferved. The Grand Seignor 


d:fr:buted 16 zeguns to every Janizary burnt 9 


out, ond the head cuftomer is ordered to rebui d 


the 2partiients of the Janizarics, The Suita | 


f 





Obiiged every inhabtant, who had fpare houles | 
‘4 


or 100ms, to take in the diftieficd. 
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qe 


‘Births, Marriages, Deaths, Prefer-@ 


ments, Bankrupts, &c. 
ORN. A daughter to the Dutche’s of 
Beautort, A fon to the Datchels of Hue 
n.1iton. 


ARRIED. George Brookes, E(q; of] 

h Bromley, to Mats Elsfabetn Citford, off 
Red- Lioa-fireet. Jufeph Langdon, Efq; of New: 
ton, in Somerfe.fhise, to the Hon, Mafs Bathor't, 
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a near relation of the Right Hon, Lord Bathurft. 
John Strutt, jun. Efq; at Malden, in Effex, to 
Mifs Goodday, of Nottingham. Mr, Cembden, 
fugar-baker, to Mifs Butler of Farringdon, in 
Berkthire. Rev. Mr. Nelfon, Reétor of Erifwell 
in Suffolk, to Mifs Reading, of Sion-college, 
David Jones Gwynne, Efy; of Fallaris, in the 
county of Carmarthen, to MifsVaughan, daugh- 
ter of William Vaughan, Knight of the fhire for 
the county of Merioneth. Cornwallis Maude, 
Efq; of Weftmead, to Mifs Letitia Vernon, fifier 
to Thomas Vernon, Efq; Member of Parliament 
for the city of Worceftér. Hon. Mr. Welt, only 
fon of the Right Hon, the Lord de Ja War, to 
Milfs Winyard, daughter of the late Geseral 
Winyard, Thomas Cho!wick, Efq; of thecounty 
of Devon, to Mifs Vergette, of Lead-nhall-ftrect, 
IED. Hon, Edward Byng, E‘q; brother 
to Admiral Byng, of Greenwich, Na- 
thaniel Knipe, Efq; late of Richmond. Mr. 
Buck, a Portugal merchant, in Wellclofe-fquare. 
Right Hon. Wiiliam Earl Fitzwilliam, Vifcount 
Milton, and Lord Fitzwilliam, Baron of Milton, 
Engiith honours, alfo Earl Fitzwilliam in Ire- 
land, &c. Rev. Mr. Charles Saunders, Vicar of 
Hendon, in Middlefex. Mr. Jackfon, wine- 
merchant, inCullum-ftreet. Sir Thomas Dyke, 
Bart. of Lullington-caftle, in Kent, Capt. Sre- 
phenfon of Warcop-ha}l, near Appleby. James 
Cope, Eq; Member of Parliament fer Downton. 
Sir George Wynne, Bart. at Black-heath. Rey. 
Mr. Dodd, Vicar of Bourse, in Lincolnfhire. 
Mr, Sedgely. fenior, at the Caftle, at Salt hill, 
Hammond L’Eftrange, Efq; aged 127, at Bury 
St. Edmunds, Suffolk. Rev. Mr, Davie, Rector 
of Whitechapel. Mr. Richard Ware, bookfeller 
and ftationer, on Ludgate-hil!. Mr.George San- 
ders, merchant, in Friday-fireet. Sir George 
Cooke, Bart. in Great Ruffel-ftrect. 
Referreds Rev. Mr. Oakes, to the living 
of Melford, in Suffolk. Rev. Mr. John 
Des Champs, to the reét. of Pillefdon, in the 
county of Dorfet. Rev. Mr. Ofborn, to the re&t, 
of Burrough, in the county of Leicefer. Rev, 


BOOKS publifbed 


Me. of the life of Corporal Bates, 

a broken-hearted Soldier. Owen, 3s. 

A fourth Letter to the People of England. Col- 
lier, 25. 

A modeft Addrefs to the Commons of Great- 
Britain. Scott, 6d. 

A feafonable Ca! upun all Enelith Sailors, by 
an Enquiry into the Caufes of our naval 
‘Mifcarriages. Robinfon, 1s. 

A new Latin-Englith Di@tionary, by the Reve- 
rend Mr. Young, Editor of Ainfworth’s Dic- 
tionary. Brown, Manby, &c. 

Love and Duty, a new Tragedy. By John 
Slade. Griffith, rs. 6d. 

A Differtation on the following Subje&: What 
Caufes principally contribute to render a Na- 
tion populous, and what Effect has the Popu- 


Mr. Seers, to the vic. of Wafhington, in the 
county of Devon. 
From the Gazetre, 
—K—TS. Mary Arnald, late of the pa- 
rifh of St. Martin in the Fields, in the 
county of Middlefex, upholder, dealer, and chap- 
woman, Charles Martin, of Parker’s-lane, in 
the parith of St. Giles in the Fields, in the coun- 
ty of Middlefex, painter, dealer, and chapman, 
John Hopley, late of the Great Minories, in 
the parifh of St. Botolph, Aldgate, London, ha- 
berdather. Will'am Hays, of the city of York, 
taylor and chapman. Richard Smith, of Oun- 
dle, in the county of Northampton, mercer and 
draper, John Tebay, the younger, of Soulby, 
in the county of Weftmoreland, dealer and chap- 
man. Peter Davis, of Mere, in the county of 
Wilts, innholder, dealer, and chapman. Ro- 
bert Marfhall, of Acie, in the county of Nor- 
folk, grocer, draper, dealer, and chapman. Ri- 
chard Benham, late of Burfledon, in the county 
of Southampton, dealer and chapman. Tho- 
ms Gcodland, of Wapping, in the parith of St, 
John’s, Wapping, in the county of Middlefex, 
cheefemonger, dealer, and chapman. Jofeph 
Clegg, of Liverpoole, in the county of Lancafter, 
merchant, Rice Jones, now or Jaie of Liverpool, 
in the county of Lancafier, hofier and chapman. 
Lamb Elphick, now or late of Dunftable, in the 
county of fedford, grocer and tallew-chandler. 
Auguftus Cz {arT bompfon, now or Jate of Thet- 
ford, in the county of Suffolk, money-fcrivener 
and banker. John Stimpfon, Jatc of Stonham 
Afpall, in the county of Suffolk, dealer and 
chapman. John Spurftow, of Manchefter, in 
the county of Lancaffer, chapman. Sufanna 
Phillips, Jate of the parith of St. Paul's, Covent- 
garden, in the county of Miadlefex, {pinfter, dea- 
ler, andchapwoman. Mary Guthrie and Alex- 
ander Macculloch, formerly of Cadiz, in the 
kingdom of Spain, but now, or late, of Lendon, 
merchants andcopartners. Henry Richards, late 
of Pontymoil inthe county of Monmouth, mer- 
cer, dealer, and chapman. 


in AUGUST. 


loufnefs of a Nation on its Trade, By Wil- 
liam Bell, M. A- Dodfley, 1s. 

Bower vindicated by a Country Neizhbour, 
Doughty, 6d. 

Memoirs cf the Life and A€tions of General 
Blakeney, Sco:t, 6d. 

An Effay on the Times. Henderfon, 1s. 

Bungiana ; or an Affemblage of What-d’ ye-call- 
em’s. In Profe and Verfe. Doughty, 64. 

The Britift Hero, an ignob'e Paltroon contraft- 
ed. Robinfon, 1s. 

An Anfwer to the Rev, Mr. Charles Bulkley’s 
Plea for Mix:-communion, By Grantham 
Killingworth. Baldwin, 64. 

The Idea of Beauty, according to the Doctrine 
of Plato. Wilfon, 1, 


*,* We are obliged, for want of Room, to omit the Promotions in the new Battalions now 
taifing, and which were inferted in the London Gazette of the 21ft of Au, uit, 


tit The Pieces from our ingenious Correfpondent Mr, Applin came too late to be inferted in 


this Number, but will be in our next, 
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